
We are now a CIO! 
Welcome to the summer edition of the 

newsletter. I was at one point considering 

calling it the Autumn edition, just because 

I was beginning to doubt whether Summer 

was ever going to arrive! But it is here now 

and I hope you have been able to find some 

time to enjoy the unusually warm weather 

of late. 

It seems the country goes from one  

tragedy to the next at the moment so can I 

ask you all to take a moment to remember 

those victims of the Grenfell Tower fire and 

of course the victims of Westminster 

Bridge and Manchester. 
May they Rest in Peace. 

I have been buoyed by the tremendous  

energy and passion amongst our members 

as I have been visiting you these past few 

months. I have been able to get to a num-

ber of Branches and Sections and have 

been involved in AGMs, 60th celebrations 

and even a 90th celebration! Your feedback 

as I visit is most welcome and I will contin-

ue to listen and respond to your challenges 

and concerns. 

The end of this month sees a new milestone 

in the CWL’s history. As you all know we 

embarked upon our journey to become a 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

(CIO).  It has been a long and sometimes 

stressful experience but I am pleased to 

say, with the guidance from the  

Holy Spirit, we will achieve our goal and 

on the 30th June 2017 we will be CWL 

(CIO). Many of you have helped and pro-

vided guidance and I would like to thank 

you all for your support you have given on 

this matter. In particular, our National 

Secretary, National Treasurer, and our 

past National President, the Charity  

Solicitor and our ever patient Accountant 

who have all played vital roles in helping 

us achieve our goals.  

Once again, my personal thanks to you all 

and I look forward to seeing you all in at 

the Hayes Conference Centre for the AGM 

in October. 
God Bless 

Margaret Valentine, National President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... to East Anglia 

for their 40th  

celebrations... 

 

 

Celebrations everywhere! 
Congratulations to Westminster  

on their 90th Birthday... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...to Shrewsbury 

at their 60th celebrations… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and Nottingham 

celebrate  

60 years 
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Our Ladies Catechists (OLC) 
OLC held their AGM in April where the 

theme was ‘To Lead People in Prayer’. Our 

guest speaker was Kathryn Turner who is 

Head of the Department for Spirituality in 

the Hexham and Newcastle Diocese. 

Kathryn gave two excellent talks; Father 

Harry Curtis, our Spiritual Director, gave 

an intriguing talk on, ‘The Third Day’,  

pointing out the numerous occasions in the 

Bible when something significant happened 

on the ‘third day’. Canon John Minh re-

minded us that we are all called to lead 

others in prayer due to the Priestly, Pro-

phetic and Kingly roles we are given at 

Baptism. 

Change is upon us all.  OLC have decided 

to discontinue the Autumn Study Days as 

these have been poorly attended of late.  

Instead, Diocesan Representatives will be  

encouraged to hold local events which will 

be advertised by the OLC Executive. There 

are also some membership changes waiting 

approval from the National Executive.  

Lastly, do you know anyone who can set-up 

and run a website? Our current Webmaster 

would like to retire and she has stressed 

that OLC need to have a new, up-dated 

website which is designed to achieve as 

many ‘hits’ as possible, so if you know 

someone who you think might fit the bill, 

please let us know. 

Sue Andrews, Secretary 

Charlton Kings Section raised  £1000 

 from their Lent Lunches for ‘Unseen’,  a 

Charity supporting victims of  Human 

Trafficking.  

 Did you know? 

Wymondham  Section help out  

every May at a Service to commemo-

rate the Far East Prisoners of War. 

The Service is held at their Church 

which has a Memorial to honour the 

memory of those incarcerated in the 

Far East during the Second World 

War. The picture shows Branch  

President and Wymondham mem-

ber, Teresa Wiseman, with Avril 

Rickarby from Lowestoft who 

brought her knitted, Poppy Rug of 

Remembrance, to the service to hon-

our the fallen and the few remaining  

survivors.  

 
 

Visit 

www.wymondhamrcchurch.org.uk/

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lowestoft Section presented a special 

Prayer Card, designed by one of their 

members, to First Communion Candi-

dates, at the National Coffee Morning.  

Which reminds me.  What 

happened at your Coffee 

Morning?  

http://www.wymondhamrcchurch.org.uk/fepow


What’s been on our Facebook page? 

 
 

To find the picture and explanation  

visit  our Facebook  Page 

www.facebook.com/cwlEngWales  

What we do best 
 My 90 year old mother has been a  

member for many years and still is, but 

can't get to meetings anymore, and  

sadly most of her old CWL friends have 

died which makes her feel quite lonely 

at times. A couple of weeks ago someone 

(I believe it may have been the  

treasurer) from St Albans CWL very 

kindly called on her with some minutes. 

Mum was thrilled and was on cloud nine 

afterwards for several days. I wanted to 

let  St Albans Section know how much 

appreciated the visit was.  

    Thank you! 

Heaven’s Road Catholic Radio  are  

producing a series  of programmes to high-

light projects that Catholic Parishes and 

Charities are running for those in need of 

help  They have asked  your input. What are 

you doing in your area? Contact Gerry  on  

gerrycoates@blueyonder.co.uk 

For more information go to 

www.heavensradio.com The programmes will 

be broadcast from September.  

 

News from Headquarters 
Well, the good  news is that the application to 

become a  CIO was approved by the Charity 

Commission much quicker than we had  

anticipated and for this we must thank  

Barlow Robbins for their very efficient  

handling of the matter on our behalf . So now 

comes the hard work in that as at close of busi-

ness on  30th  June all the assets ( i.e. all the 

bank account balances and any cash held by 

Sections, Branches, HQ and special committees) 

will be transferred to the new CIO. 

The National Treasurer has already explained 

in a note to all Officers that it is imperative that 

all bank statements and reconciliation sheets for 

June are sent in as early as possible in July so 

that we can finalise our documents and also pre-

pare the final six months’ accounts for CWL up 

to the time it becomes a CIO. 

As far as members are concerned things will go  

very much as usual. You are all being  

encouraged to make your meetings more  

informal by substituting a monthly meeting 

from time to time for a social event giving you 

all a chance to enjoy each others’ company. 

As the formation of the CIO starts from 1st  July 

the accounts in the future will be prepared for 

the year 1st July - 30th June but will be pre-

sented at the AGM in October in the usual way. 

This does mean that trying to finalise the books 

at the end of the year at a time when Christmas 

festivities are in full swing and often the  

weather is not very pleasant making travel  

difficult, will no longer be required and we hope 

that you will all  greatly benefit from this 

change.  

Since the National President launched her  

Project for the Syrian Refugees almost £2000 

has been raised in a very short time so thankyou 

to all who have organised fund raising events for 

this very worthy cause. We will tell you more 

about Margaret’s Project at the Annual General 

Meeting which will  follow a more relaxed for-

mat with all of us under one roof. The Saturday 

afternoon trip to the National  Arboretum has 

proved extremely popular with almost everyone,  

including Bishop Peter, joining us on the trip. 

We hope you all enjoy the wonderful summer 

weather and we look forward to meeting you all 

at the AGM in October at the Hayes Conference 

Centre. 

Margaret Valentine, National President 

Jeannette Collins, National Treasurer 

Jean Clarke, National Secretary 

Thank you for all your news.  Please keep it 

coming, especially all that Summer Fundraising,  

Pilgrimages and Outings which could make for a great 

news sheet before the AGM. 

 

Send them to Alison Love via the National Secretary.   .   

mailto:gerrycoates@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.heavensradio.com/

