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A Message from THE NATIONAL

PRESIDENT

May I extend a warm welcome to members, partners, overseas members and anyone
else who reads this Magazine – in this, our third edition this year. We have a huge
variety of items which I sincerely hope will be of interest.
As you will know, my message to you all over the last few months has been to keep in
touch with each other by whatever means you can. Our motto of Caring with Love
should ensure that every member feels included, particularly as we battle through
these diﬃcult times.
I have tried to encourage you to try Zoom – there are so many diﬀerent ways this can
be used to fund raise, organise an online quiz, have a chat and cup of tea or a glass of
wine… the list is endless. During the month of October I was invited to join the Knights
of St Columba each Monday evening through Zoom to recite the Rosary and this has
been very successful. I was very proud to represent the League in this way. Father
Marcin also has a very special message for you regarding zoom.
I hope you all enjoyed the Mass held especially for you all on the day we would have
been holding our Annual General Meeting. Although I had booked my ﬂight to attend,
recent travel restrictions meant that I could not but, like you, I attended virtually.
With the Executive and Trustees we have been working very hard to bring new ideas to
the table and so are delighted to oﬀer you an online shop for the very ﬁrst time. Please
do look at all the exciting things available including a unique range of goods with an
exclusive design created by my granddaughter, Chloe. This has been produced
especially to encourage interest from non-members as we did with the poppies I made
a couple of years ago. The material can be purchased by the metre to make
tablecloths, aprons etc – the list is endless and will be an ideal project for the winter
months. Ready-made scarves are also available. Maybe you could even think about
Christmas Shopping! I have also designed a cross stitch kit from our badge and made
it up into kit form complete with thread pattern and coaster.
As we go into Winter please keep safe, keep in touch and God Bless you all.
Jeanette, National President
For my wreath you will need:
100g Dark Green DK wool, 5m Green/Gold Eyelet Knitting Lace, 4mm Knitting needles,
Polystyrene wreath 25cm (optional) and some decorations.
Cast on 80 stitches and using stocking stitch knit 4 rows.
5th row - Knit with eyelet lace using one eyelet for each stitch
knit lace and wool together.
6th - 9th rows - stocking stitch.
Repeat rows 5-9 four times and then cast oﬀ.
To make up - Either sew wreath over the polystyrene wreath
or sew long sides together and stuﬀ with toy ﬁlling and then
sew ends.
Decorate as you choose, sew ribbon loop at top for hanging
and enjoy!
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Fr Marcin Drabik, CWL Chaplain
Dear Catholic Women and your Beloved Husbands (you are one body
since the Sacrament of Marriage, so I need to remember them) and
all your families.
I really hoped that at some point I would have been able to meet
You personally, and to get to know You better and better. But, as
You realize pandemic circumstances complicate many plans and
dreams. I would like to ask You to consider having some Zoom
meetings with me (if it is only possible). I would like to meet You
even just through the internet and to get know You better and to
pray with You sometimes and even have a virtual cup of coﬀee or tea.
Please, I ask that Branches or Sections may contact me to ﬁnd a good
time for You and a possible time for me to have some time together
through the Zoom platform. I can't wait to 'meet' You.
A few days ago, I experienced a very diﬃcult moment at the burial of a still-born baby. As You can
imagine Mum and Dad were absolutely devastated. I tried my best to do everything to give them
comfort and support and I had an inspiration from The Holy Spirit, that You - Dear Catholic Women
being so sensitive with motherly instinct and a special beauty of the souls could oﬀer your prayers for
this family. Please, if You know anyone who has experienced BABY LOSS (miscarriage, abortion,
stillbirth or pregnancy loss of any kind), contact me and I will send You some very special materials
which, together with your blessed attitude, can help those people in their trauma and distress.
I write these words on a day of the beginning of my special journey of faith as a man, and as a priest.
I know, that You have your duty to pray for me as your Chaplain and Spiritual Director, just as my
duty is to pray every day for all of You. And I would like to ask You to increase your prayers for my
intentions this time, please. Also, include in your kind and merciful prayers, our eﬀort to set up
another CWL Section here in my Parish and also in Southampton.
With love and prayers,
Fr Marcin Drabik
Recently HQ received an update about the Syrian refugee family members helped to support in
Liverpool as part of the National President’s Project:
‘We received a mother and her two daughters, a `woman and children at risk’, and `survivors of
violence’ having escaped the civil war. We are delighted, if slightly in awe of the task ahead.
Regarding the CWL donation, I must emphasise that without it we could not have progressed as we
did. We cannot say thank you enough.
In terms of expenditures, the early costs have been around the house. It took us a long time to
secure a property, but having done so we have been required to pay the rent, and as it was
unfurnished, uncarpeted, uncurtained, the main costs have been there. So far these have been in the
order of £4000, but it is a lovely, small, modern semi-detached house and very homely, with a garden
for the family to enjoy, in which we have planted an olive tree. The family do not speak English and
so there will be significant costs for interpreters. It is clear that women experience a greater sense of
loneliness and isolation than men in their new communities, and that adults take longer than
expected to learn English but we are determined to do all we can to
integrate our family into the community and make their new life a
success. That we have been able to give our energies to this, rather than
raising every single penny of the required funds, is something we should
be glad for you to communicate with pride to your Trustees’.

www.stswithuns.org.uk
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From the
NAtioNAl treAsurer
Zoom, Skype, Facebook, Messenger and all the
other means of communication have kept us all
sane and in touch with each other. Emails and text
messages are great – but the telephone is
wonderful – to talk to someone is so much better,
especially for our members who live alone. Please
keep talking, zooming, skyping and anything else
that keeps us together.
During these diﬃcult times for us all we have not
been sitting on our laurels at HQ. You will have read
in the Trustees Report of the year’s activities. We
were particularly delighted with the splendid
response of the donation to the Branches and
Sections from the Social Welfare Fund. The number
of local charities throughout the country beneﬁtting
at a time of great need was a ﬁtting use of those
funds. And CWL reserve funds have been used to
beneﬁt members directly, too, by reducing the
capitation fee. So, for 2021 only, the capitation fee
will be £20.

To everyone who has supported Gift Aid by ﬁlling in
the forms, we send a huge thank you! This month
we have received £3,339.
Now, to the Returns! Thank you to all the Treasurers
for their work with the Returns throughout the year.
All were sent to the accountants on time and if
there is an upside to the pandemic situation it is
that for now Treasurers have less work to do. But
one aspect needs a little more work and that is the
descriptors on your Reconciliation Sheets - you
know your local charities, we do not. Please make all
transactions clear.
Of course, we were all very upset about the AGM.
But we are contracted with Hayes who are also in a
diﬃcult situation. They have oﬀered us alternatives
and no deposits that we have paid have been lost.
Our thanks to them for their consideration.
Please look at page 7 where you will ﬁnd new items
for sale in the shop. We may not have a physical
meeting, but we can still advertise our League.
Perhaps you would like to give a gift to each
member at Christmas! Please support our shop.
My thanks to everyone - keep safe and well.

Christine

Bishop Patrick leo McCartie
1925 –2020
Catherine McDonald of Birmingham Branch was Housekeeper for Bishop McCartie
from 1984 until 2001. She sends in these words for a very dear friend.

Bishop Leo was Ordained to the Priesthood in 1949 for the Archdiocese of Birmingham. He
served in parishes around the Archdiocese and also as Chaplain to Birmingham Branch Catholic
Women’s League Catechetical Camps. He became Administrator of St. Chad’s Cathedral, from
where in 1977, he was appointed and Ordained an Auxiliary Bishop for Birmingham. A short time
later he was appointed Ecclesiastical Advisor to the Catholic Women’s League and amongst his
great work for CWL he supported members in 1981 as Spiritual Leader on the National
Pilgrimage to Rome, and again in 1984 on the Pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
In 1990 he was appointed Bishop of Northampton until his retirement in 2001 having reached
the retirement age of 75 after 43 years as an active Bishop. He was the oldest living Bishop in
England and Wales and in July 2019 celebrated 70 years of priesthood with Mass attended by
the former Bishop of Northampton, Bishop Peter Doyle – now Emeritus – and Archbishop Kevin
McDonald who was Bishop McCartie’s immediate successor in Northampton. Bishop McCartie
lived in Aston Hall, Stone Staﬀordshire until 2012 when he moved to St. Joseph’s little Sisters of
The Poor in Birmingham. He is remembered as a pastoral man of God who relentlessly shared the
Gospel through word and action. Bishop McCartie died on the evening of Thursday 23 April 2020
in St Joseph’s Home, aged 94. His retirement and the end was peaceful and happy.
Requiescat in pace
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Hymns for the day

Your requests for hymns everyday live on Facebook
by

Elizabeth Upsher

Reaching out to people across the world and here at home.
When I decided to sing a hymn a day during lockdown it was for the
purpose of bringing a little sunshine each day to anyone on their own.
Little did I know how long we would keep going and just what an eﬀect
the daily hymns would have. Here are just some of the messages and requests I have had the
privilege of fulﬁlling over the past 7 months.
Do you know ‘Hail Mary, gentle woman?’ It is our Council's favourite hymn. From St.
Patrick's Council, Quebec City, Canada. Thank you!
A young man from my Parish is being ordained a deacon next Saturday. Please keep him
in your prayers.
Good morning, I don't know if this message will get through to Elizabeth & her hymn
singing site, but could she please give a mention to ROS & DAVID SPINKS. They celebrate
their 49th Wedding anniversary today. Ros was a previous co-chair of St Michael's CWL,
with myself, until this year. Sending her all our love & best wishes, from all friends at the
church & all CWL members. God's blessings be upon them.
Hi Elizabeth. I'd just like you to know how much my son Alexander and I are enjoying
watching your singing. We don't catch you live I'm afraid as my son doesn't wake up in
time! He has downs and autism and loves playing his keyboard so plays along with you
whilst I (try to) sing. We also love to hear your hellos and although l only know
Marguerite we love hearing all the names. It would be great if you could say hello to
Alexander. He has very little speech but always says bye to you at the end. We love it and
it has helped to keep Alexander happy through these tricky times.
Please on behalf of Catholic Women’s League (Zambia) please sing us the hymn ‘Here I
am Lord’ . We are following you. Thank you for the beautiful and inspiring hymns.
Please play a song for my late brother. He was my elder brother and we were so close. He
died last week after a brief illness. The funeral is in Nigeria - I cannot be there but I will be
joining through zoom at 10am tomorrow.
August 8th is the Feast Day of our one and only Australian Saint, Saint Mary of the Cross
MacKillop. Our Bishop Brian Mascord will be celebrating a Liturgy in conjunction with the
Josephite Nuns. Mary MacKillop was the founder. Thank you, from Jo Clark.
My friend who passed away in the army, 13th anniversary is on Sunday. I’m away with his
family and wondered if you could give him a mention on Sunday. Thank you.
So, you see the wonder of technology connecting us across the world. If you would like to join us
we sing live at 9.30 am UK time, Monday to Saturday and 8.45 am on Sunday, on the CWL
Facebook page or catch up later to singalong to your favourite hymns. If these are not your
favourites then post a request in the comments or message the page. Everyone is truly welcome!

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales
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CWl special
Committee
services

and concrete banding
to hold it in place in
the event of geological
disturbance. Parbati
says it is like a dream
to have her own home
and wishes to extend
her heartfelt gratitude
to the CWL and
Services Committee –
it gives her security
and dignity.

This year the Services
Committee made two
Mrs Parbati Ale outside her new home.
substantial grants. The ﬁrst
was to the Gurkha Welfare
Trust to build a further
earthquake- resilient home for a Gurkha
I visited the Wilton Hill Veterans Village last
Veteran or widow in Nepal at a cost of £6100.
month. This is a facility to help those veterans
The other was to fund 6 Welcome Packs for
who have problems of varying kinds adjusting
new ex-Service residents at the Wilton Hill
to civilian life. The next stage of the build is a
Veterans Village at £800 each making a total
Training Hub. My husband and I were made
of £4800. The packs included mattress, pots
very welcome on our visit and the League and
and pans etc.
Services Committee thanked most sincerely
Building of our latest home in Nepal for Mrs
for the donation of welcome packs for the
Parbati Ale came to a halt because of the
Armed Forces veterans.
Coronavirus but was completed in September.
It is a comfortable home with deep
Bernie Townsend,
foundations, steel-reinforced vertical posts,
Chairman CWL Services Special Committee
My name is Marion and I make up part of the
CWL Aylesbury Section. I joined CWL in 2009
and have enjoyed the friendship and good
work of the ladies in our group and that of
Northampton Branch. Around the same time,
I was invited to help out as a volunteer in the
Chaplaincy at Her Majesty’s Young Oﬀenders
Institute (HMYOI) in Aylesbury. Despite being
very apprehensive at ﬁrst, it has been an
amazing experience but Covid 19 has had an
impact everywhere and as a volunteer I have
been prevented from going into the
Chaplaincy.
While at home, I have been able to continue
some small projects like token gifts at Easter
and Christmas for the inmates attending
Catholic Services at HMYOI. My ﬁrst venture
was to make embroidered crosses for
Christmas 2017. The young man who received
the unexpected gift oﬀered to help and
Chaplaincy were happy to encourage his
enthusiasm and support. After a number of
hiccups, that objective was achieved and my
cottage industry was expanded to include
presents for all Christian inmates at HMYOI.
This meant embroidering a few more crosses,
over one hundred in fact. The ladies of CWL
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Aylesbury Section and Chaplaincy have
helped me out both ﬁnancially and practically
for which I am truly grateful.
Last Christmas all at Chaplaincy agreed that
it would be nice to make up a little parcel of
items so we added a Christmas card, a small
religious book, a diary and a calendar. The
parcel was gift wrapped as we thought that
the majority of residents may never, or very
seldom, have received such a present at
Christmas. We were delighted at how well
these gifts were received. I hope that you like
the photographs showing the results of our
hard work for this Christmas and previous
years. I like to think that the presence of the
volunteers at HMYOI continues to be felt
whether we are physically present at the
prison or are having to stay away.

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk

tAKe A PeeK tHrouGH tHe sHoP WiNDoW
CWL Online Shop for orders please contact:
Sue on 01772 715495 or suegornall@talktalk.net
400 ml Aluminium
Sports Bottle with
Carabiner Clip
~ £4 ~
Fabric 100% Cotton per sq m ~ £17 ~
Scarf 130cm x 30cm ~ £9 ~

Printed
Sticky
Pads A7
~ £2.50 ~

Membership
Badges Pin
Fitting
~ £3 ~

Coaster X
stitch Kit
with
pattern &
thread
~ £3 ~

Full Colour
Drawstring
Bag
~ £4 ~

Necklace
Fitting
~ £3.50
~

Prayer
Card
~ £1 ~

10oz
Cotton
Canvas
Tote
~ £6.50 ~

Midi
Block Pad
~ £3.20 ~
Torch Keyring ~ £3 ~

Beauty
Bag
~ £5 ~
Coaster
~ £2 ~
Sheet of 70
Stickers
~ £1 ~
Constitution
~ £1 ~

Coaster
~ £2 ~
Fridge
Magnet
Clip
~ £2 ~
Pen ~ £2.50 ~

Catholic Women’s League Charity No. 1173138 Tel: 01531 633502
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Shrewsbury Branch was formed in 1957 and
encompasses the areas of Shropshire,
Cheshire, Wirral and South Manchester.
Shropshire and Cheshire are 2 beautiful rural
counties with interesting and vibrant market
towns.
Shrewsbury Branch meets in the beautiful
Roman city of Chester - 3 Quarterly meetings,
and the Annual Review which begins with Mass,
followed by buﬀet lunch and then into the
meeting. At the conclusion of our Quarterly
meetings we enjoy tea and cakes, made by one of
the long-serving Chester members, and much
enjoyed by everyone. The Annual Review of 2020
was well into the planning stage, and just
beforehand we were taken into lockdown. I hope
that ‘normal service will be resumed’ in the not too
distant future!
The Branch now consists of 6 Sections, viz,
Altrincham, Chester, Crewe, Church Stretton,
Neston, and Wellington, with 145 Members. 2
years ago, there were 9 Sections with 214
members! I was very saddened to be invited to the
Shrewsbury Section in November 2019 to oversee
its closure. This was followed by a visit to the isle of
Man in February 2020, just before lockdown, to
oversee its closure. And Cheadle Hulme is waiting
to close when we are functioning again. The
reason for these closures is not lack of members,
per se. The problem appears to be that members
are happy for the status quo to continue for many
years, but when oﬃcers wish to retire from it, after
many years in oﬃce, there is no one willing to take
over. I am sure this is something many of the other
Branches recognise! It is one which surely must be
addressed.
It was my intention this Autumn to visit some of
the parishes within the Shrewsbury Branch area,
asking the Parish Priest for permission to speak
about CWL at Masses, to try to encourage the
setting up of some new Sections. It is something I
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strongly believe in, and I WILL do it when church
services resume. I am delighted to say that we now
have an Archivist! - after an appeal, a member
from the Altrincham Section oﬀered to take on the
role and we are now in the early stages.
When I visit the Sections, I am always amazed at
the activities and fund raising that is organised,
both locally, in our parishes, and also in the wider
community, supporting Food Banks, Blood Bikers,
Iris Vision Resource Centre, Air Ambulance, Women
‘s Aid, Street Pastors, Caritas (supporting Families
and children in our diocese) to name just a few.
Many members tell me that looking back on their
years as a member, what stands out are the people
they have met, the particular bond of fellowship, of
country-wide friendships which are renewed
wherever members meet, and giving Service where
and when it is needed.
Our Chaplain, Fr Chris McCurry, is to retire in the
Autumn, and we await with interest who the
Bishop will appoint as Shrewsbury Chaplain. Fr
Chris has given many years’ service to CWL in our
Region and Sections, and we wish him a long and
happy retirement.
Let us all hope that the virus which has closed
down our churches and stopped us as CWL
members from functioning as we are used to,
eventually leaves these shores, and we will resume
with even greater vigour in the near future. God
Bless you all!

Jacquie Weatherill,
Branch President

CWL HQ PO Box 104 Ledbury HR8 9RG

We have an active membership in the region of
30 Ladies, (always on the lookout for more)! We
used to meet every second Wednesday of the
month in the Parish Hall. This has not been
possible since Lockdown COVID-19 Rules have
been in place. But we hope & pray that we shall
be able to resume our monthly meetings,
together with our charitable works & fund
raising sometime in 2021.
In March 2020, prior to National Lockdown,
myself & Section Oﬃcers got together to discuss
various options by which we could help our
members during the unprecedented times
ahead.
This was when CWL COCKFOSTERS CASCADE
FRIENDSHIP LINE was born.
Each of our members now receives at least one
telephone call each week. We have done our
best to match callers to people who know each
other. Loneliness & isolation are two serious
issues, which we are trying our best to assist
with by keeping our members feeling connected
& involved. They know that someone is at the
end of the telephone and are encouraged to call
us, too.
Several of our members live alone, have mobility
issues & do not have access to the Internet. It
seems to be assumed that everyone has access
to technology, with such facilities as Zoom,
Microsoft Teams, What's App – so we have had
to ﬁnd ways to help this group of people. Our
numbers have increased, with Parishioners, male
& female asking if they could join. We have
been happy to oblige.
As at the end of August we had made in excess
of 1200 calls & received in the region of 245.
We intend to maintain the Friendship Line until
further notice.
https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk

We oﬀer Spiritual Support – Group Rosary,
Suggested Daily Prayers, Bible Readings,
information on TV channels where religious
programmes can be found, Radio Stations, too.
In addition, we oﬀer practical support & help
where we can. Some people just want to have a
chat, on topics wide & varied, from reminiscing
on the past, health, family, TV Shows, Gardening
etc. Some Oﬃcers take members for short walks.
We also arrange the collection of medicines,
liaise with GPs/Hospitals to reschedule
appointments, post mail, arrange delivery of
newspapers & organise some food shopping, as
and where needed.
A copy of Our Section monthly newsletter goes
to every member, together with information on
recipes, crafts etc.,
together with a copy
of CWL HQ News and
National Diary Dates .
We also provide a
paper copy of the
weekly Parish Bulletin,
amongst other things,
to those members
without Internet
access.

Mary Jackson,,
Chairman
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A stellar Career
I contributed to a news sheet which went
out every week to the older members of
the parish during lockdown, containing a
range of topics, suggestions and
anecdotes to enliven the dull weeks of
lockdown. I’d like to share it with you.
These two cherubs are immediately familiar to us
today, seen on greetings cards, chocolate boxes,
toiletries, T shirts and scarves. Although they are
500 hundred years old they retain their youthful
looks, plus a slight air of boredom, perhaps with
the range of goods they are
used to display!
Their real home however is not
in the modern world of
consumerism, but at the foot
of an altarpiece painted by
Raphael for the monastery
church of San Sisto in northern
Italy. This depicts Mary,
unusually standing rather than
enthroned, holding the infant
Christ Child and ﬂanked by St.
Sixtus and St. Barbara.
Originally the painting would
have faced the rood screen
and the Cross in the church,
which is thought to account
for the unusually grave and
almost fearful expressions of
both mother and child.
The ‘Sistine Madonna’ as it is known has had an
eventful life since it was painted, starting quietly
with nearly 250 hundred years as an altarpiece
in a monastery. It was acquired in 1754 by
August 111 Elector of Saxony for his palace in
Dresden. Packed in a box of hay the painting
made a perilous winter journey across the Alps,
arriving after six weeks to a triumphant royal
welcome: August commanded the whole court to
rise to its feet in homage to “the great Raphael”.
In Dresden the painting attracted much
attention and was admired by some of the great
10

Gloria Brown, Beckenham Section

and the good, including Goethe, Thomas Mann
and Nietzsche, although some doubted the
authenticity of the cherubs, who even then
seemed to strike a rather jarring note. From the
beginning of the 19th century however they
began to develop a life of their own; detached
from the painting they were reproduced in
almanacs and armbands, while photographers
used their poses as models for photographs of
children. They were particularly popular in
Germany, possibly because of the German
Romantic era’s view of children as pure and
innocent, the hope of
mankind.
This situation ended
abruptly with WW2, when
the painting was stored in a
railway tunnel for safe
keeping. It was found by the
Soviets in 1945 and whisked
away to Moscow, from where
it was eventually recovered
in 1956. The excuse for its
long kidnap was that it had
needed ‘extensive
restoration’ but luckily there
was no sign of any such
activity!
From the 1970’s on the
cherubs were rediscovered as
marketing tools and used
extensively. Raphael’s original intention in
creating them is not really known: it is possible
that the monks of St. Sixtus objected to the
empty space at the bottom of their picture and
Raphael added the cherubs to placate them.
Another theory is that they were the children of
his model, getting bored waiting around in the
studio for their mother, or Italian street urchins
looking in at a window….
Whatever Raphael’s intention, he could never
have envisaged their future as one of
independent stardom in the advertising
industry….

Catholic Women’s League Charity No. 1173138 Tel: 01531 633502

Liaising with the World Union of
Catholic Womens Organisations

In this world today where it is so easy to keep up to date
with everything that is going on at the touch of a button, I
know you will have been keeping up to date with WUCWO
news, especially as it is now appearing on our CWL
facebook page. But, for those of us who prefer to read the
news in a magazine may I bring to your attention a few
points. The Holy Father has called us to prayer for many
diﬀerent causes, including his invitation of joining him for
daily prayer which I know many of you have taken up.
On 30th July, World Day Against Traﬃcking Persons, our
WUCWO President General, Maria Lia, recorded a message
The Canticle of the Sun, also known as
to us all, which was included in the copy of our August
Laudes Creaturarum (Praise of the
WUCWO Newsletter. You will remember that our National
Creatures) and Canticle of the Creatures,
President’s project for her term of oﬃce is of course The
is a religious song composed by Saint
Francis of Assisi. It was written in an
Medaille Trust which has safe houses to help those
Umbrian dialect of Italian but has since
traﬃcked. September 23rd marked International Day
been translated into many languages.
Against Sexual Exploitation and Traﬃcking of Women
and Children, which ties in with the main theme of our last
issue of Women’s Voice, the fourth Resolution of the General Assembly in Dakar, ‘Let Us Eliminate
Discrimination and Violence Against Women’.
What is the meaning of SYNOD? was the question in our September newsletter – it is the journeying
together of laity, pastors and the Bishop of Rome. An easy concept to put into words but not so easy
to put into practice. Are we on the synodal path to which The Holy Father calls us? Our President
General says let us entrust to Mary Queen of Peace our commitment to build a synodal Church.
WUCWO President General Maria Lia has been appointed as Consultant to the Pontiﬁcal Council for
Interreligious Dialogue. Having sent our warm congratulations to her she replied asking for our
prayers to help her humbly contribute to the line drawn by Pope Francis in his last encyclical 'All
Brothers' especially from the new place from which she will now begin to serve the Church.
We have been asked to pray The Rosary the ﬁrst Saturday of each month to bring the 8 million
women of WUCWO to pray together in harmony during this pandemic. On this point can I
recommend to you a Novena to St.Francis for a world under threat ‘Nine Brief Reflections’ asking
St.Francis to pray for us and our world, based on his beautiful ‘Canticle of the Sun’. It really is very
beautiful – Brentwood Branch and National Oﬃcers said it to ﬁnish their zoom meeting. You will all be
aware of Elizabeth Upsher’s Hymn for the Day which now has reached many people all over the world.
What a wonderful way to keep in touch with mem,bers in other WUCWO organisations! God Bless,

Veronica Cross, Brentwood Branch
CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk
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sharing
Beirut’s
pain
We were all so shocked in August when the
United Nations agencies warned of a
humanitarian crisis in Lebanon after the
devastating blast in Beirut.
Lebanon was already suﬀering a major economic
downturn before the explosion, which left 200
people dead, 6000 injured and 300000 homeless.
The World Food Programme said the damage to
Beirut's port would interrupt food supplies and push

prices up. The World Health Organization said the
health system was seriously damaged, with three
hospitals out of action. The women of WUCWO
turned to prayer. And the members of CWL oﬀered
their prayers and ﬁnancial support of £5000 to the
British Red Cross. As the dust settles in Beirut, the
needs are changing but are no less acute. As people
move back into their damaged homes, the Red
Cross’s focus is on supporting these families to
rebuild.

A message from the President General, WUCWO:
Dear friends,
let us accompany "The Pastoral Women's Committee", our Lebanese organisation, and let us remain in
unity of prayer with Viviane Sebrini, President, with each of its women members and with the Lebanese
people facing such tragedy.
God bless you, María Lía Zervino, Servidora WUCWO President

And from our own National President:
Dear Members and friends,
on behalf of all the members of the Catholic Womens League of England and Wales we wish you to know
our thoughts and prayers are with you all and your families at this devastating time. We cannot begin to
imagine the trauma and tragedy you are facing.
God bless you all. Jeanette Collins, National President

CWL received this reply:
Dear sisters of Ligue des femmes Catholiques d'Angleterre et du Pays de Galles
Thank you for your sympathy, and your prayers, only our Savior will stop the tears shed and heal the
wounds, and will free us from all these pains and will join us to his suﬀerings for the redemption of the
world. We pray that our country be freed of all conspiracies, grant all the wounded, homeless and all
those who are suﬀering the grace of hope. O Lord, through the divine intercession of Your Mother, gives
us strength to surpass these dark days, and let us stand with our brothers and sisters so that they don't
feel they are alone in their time of sorrow. Please pray for Our Lebanon. We must start again to rebuild
our Beirut.
Best regards, Viviane & all of us in Women’s Pastoral Committee, LEBANON
My dear friends in Lebonan,
I hope you are all safe. My heart goes out to all of you on hearing the absolutely devastating news of the
already hurting Lebanon. We feel your pain. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. May God be with you
all and comfort you during these diﬃcult times. Sending prayers and hugs from all the members the
Council of Catholic Women in India, Juliet Ramamurthy, National President
Our Hearts are with The Lebanese WUCWO Members and the entire country. The Catholic Women of
Tanzania (Wanawake Wakatoliki Tanzania) join WUCWO and The Rest of The World to Pray for God to
sustain them with love and peace so that ultimately they may regain the happiness that they yearn for.
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We are also united in the prayer with the rest of the WUCWO members for the people of Lebanon. Stay
safe and strong! May God protect you and lead you to peace, Masako Abe & Nobuko Johnson, CWL
Japan
Our prayers go out to our Lebanese members at this diﬃcult time, may our good Lord be with you all.
God bless, CWL Diocese of Tonga
Dear Sisters,
We are devastated by the news of the terrible blast, loss of life, numerous injuries, and loss of homes and
businesses in the blast zone. Please know that the thoughts, sympathy, and prayers of your sisters in the
United States of America, the members of the National Council of Catholic Women, are with you, your
families, and your citizens at this diﬃcult time and in all that is suﬀered in your land. May you ﬁnd
comfort and solace knowing that your suﬀering is known and that our hearts are with you. May Our Lady
of Lebanon guide you, protect you, and unite you as you recover. Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski,
National Council of Catholic Women, USA
Our dear Lebanese friends,
On behalf of Catholic Action Malta Central Committee for Adults and Women, I would like to extend our
sympathy with you all and your families and promise you our thoughts and prayers in this tragic and
devastating time. May God be with you all and comfort you during these diﬃcult times. We send you
hugs and prayers. Marie Seguna, Central Council for Adults and Women Catholic Action Malta
Dear President General, Fr Gerard and to you all my Sisters,
It is so sad to learn about the Lebanon Explosion. Life is too short. Our prayers are with all the families
who have lost their loved ones, and we wish all those who have since been hospitalised, a speedy
recovery. May our Lebanese Sisters ﬁnd comfort that we are with them in our daily prayers.
Fikile Motsa, WUCWO Board Member for South Africa

And in response to CWL’s £5000 donation to the Crisis Appeal, the National
Trerasurer received this letter from Red Cross:
The power
of kindness
Thank you so very much to you, and the members of the Catholic Women’s League for sending
your generous donation of £5,000 to support the work that we are doing in Beirut. A month on
from the devastating explosion that shook the Lebanese capital, Beirut, people are beginning to
come to terms with everything they have lost. Some have lost loved ones, many have lost homes,
and an entire area of the city has been completely destroyed. As the dust settles in Beirut, the
needs are changing but are no less acute. As people move back into their damaged homes, the
Lebanese Red Cross’s focus will be on supporting these families to rebuild. They have made visits
to every home in the blast area, assessing damage and seeing what people need the most. So far,
teams have assessed almost 12,000 homes, ﬁnding people living without a toilet, without
electricity, and without running water along the way.
They also aim to scale up support to 10,000 families through direct cash support, which will allow
families to buy their own urgent supplies. Your donation will have a huge impact to being able to
support this vital work in Beirut.
In crisis situations, people need the Red Cross to be there when there is no one else to turn to.
This year, millions of people will depend on them to be there when it counts.
See www.redcross.org.uk Thanks again for your wonderful support – it really is very much
appreciated.
Yours sincerely,

Cara Munrow, Senior Community Fundraiser
(Staﬀordshire, Shropshire, Warwickshire, West Midlands)

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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The name of the remarkable philanthropist
Albert Gubay may be known to some of you
who live in the north west of England but I had
never heard of him until the middle of May this
year. I was told that the Charitable Foundation
he established was going to make available
£1million to help alleviate poverty during the
Covid-19 pandemic. Catholic charities were
invited to apply and, inspired by the generous
gift we were given by CWL at Easter time to
share amongst local charities in need, our
Section decided to apply. At Holy Rood Church
in Swindon CWL members have organised a

It seems like a diﬀerent
lifetime when Lowestoft
Section last met up in the
Church Hall at the beginning
of March and our youngest
member Jovita, had told us
about the wedding that she
was having in sunny Goa with
her family and friends. They had planned for a
thousand guests! Then Covid 19 regulations

As regular pilgrims to Lourdes we were very
disappointed when the Diocesan pilgrimage
was cancelled. However, we soon got involved in
the Virtual Pilgrimage with a full programme
put together by the Shrewsbury Diocese. This
included streaming the Grotto Mass onto a big
screen in the church and having time in front of
the Blessed Sacrament, but the CWL in
Wellington Section also organised our own mini
Candlelit Procession with elements of the
Lourdes Marian Procession. Attendance by the
English and Polish community was very good
with both English and Polish clergy giving their

THE CHAPEL AT ST DAVID’S HOME, EALING
When I visited a disabled friend, who had taken
up residence at St David’s, I noticed the
inscription on the outside of the chapel, a large
building opposite the entrance to the home.
The last lines read “ERECTED TO THE GLORY
OF GOD BY THE SOLDIER’S HUTS CATHOLIC
WOMEN’S LEAGUE”. I have always been proud
of the work and motherly care given to service
men by members of the League. On holidays I
have prayed on the sites of a number of CWL
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monthly collection for
our local Food Bank for
about 14 years but,
with the church closed,
we were aware there
would be a shortfall of
food, at a time of much greater need. Our
applica-tion was successful and we were able to
write a cheque for £2,500 for Swindon Food
Collective. The Section was delighted and so
were they!

Noreen Bint,
Swindon Direct Section
reduced the guest list to 15 attending our
Church on a cold and damp October day
instead. It was a great privilege to share in the
rearranged preparations with Jovita and
between us we provided, ﬂowers, face masks,
party bags and a member also altered the dress.
Real. Caring with Love.

Alison Love,
Lowestoft Section East Anglia Branch

full support. The service began with the Litany
to Our Lady of Lourdes, then with lit candles we
said the rosary in Latin, French, Italian, Polish
and English. We could not sing but no one said
we could not hum and once we gathered
outside we were able to sing ‘Immaculate Mary’
in English and ‘Po Gόrach Dolinach’ in Polish. It
wasn’t Lourdes but very near
to it and all those present
thought it was lovely..

Krystyna Tomczak,
Wellington Section
Shrewsbury Branch

Huts. I discovered the name of the Home is in
honour of Second Lieutenant David Anselm Kerr
who was killed in the very early days of the First
World War at the age of 21, while serving with
the Royal Scots.
The home was oﬃcially opened in 1918 by
Cardinal Bourne and the chapel was dedicated
in 1920.

Julia Arkell,
Swindon Direct Section

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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In ‘normal’ times Hayling Island has a full
fundraising calendar and we support many
charities. Our monthly Bingo sessions have
proved a winner but unfortunately we haven’t
been able to have any since March. But we do
have quite a healthy bank balance so although
no 1 oﬀ donations have been made, as would
have been the case in other years, we were able
to send a dona-tion to CAFOD for their
coronavirus appeal; continue to support our
monthly sponsorship of a little girl through the
‘Reaching the Unreached’ charity and to support
Hayling Island Donkey Sanctuary, where we
have adopted donkey, Ollie. Hayling Island is a
true island, completely sur-rounded by sea. A

road bridge connects its northern end to the
mainland at Langstone. Our Section members
live relatively close to each other and since the
Church has reopened for Masses several of us do
see each other. We are in regular contact with all
via telephone calls, e mail and
Facebook. Our Parish Priest, Fr
Mark Whiting, live streams Mass
via Facebook every day (except
Monday), and we feel very
grateful to him. You can see here
Mary Webb, Section Chairman,
with a friend of Ollie’s.

I am attaching a photo from the
'Afternoon Tea in a Box' event that
I did for Macmillan. Because of all
the restrictions that are in place in
Northumberland, I couldn't hold a
Coﬀee Morning in my home or the
garden. So instead I decided to
prepare 20 'Afternoon Tea in a Box' boxes and
deliver them to willing members of Morpeth

Section (and a couple of parishioners) who lived
on their own, for a minimum donation of £5.
This proved to be very popular and everyone
that I contacted said yes. £320 was raised for
Macmillan.

I wrote an article on Indoor Rowing for CWL
News way back in 1999 and CWL members still
ask ‘are you still rowing’? The answer is ‘yes, after
a Covid required pause’. Way back in 1999 I was
only in my 60’s and now my 80’s. My last British
Championships was in December 2019 in
London, when I was the only one over 80. My
last World Championships was in Paris in
February 2020 when there were two of us
octogenarians.

look out for old pillar boxes. I thought all of
them were EIIRs! So, I started looking. The ﬁrst
one was at the top of our road. We’ve lived here
48 years and I had never noticed that it is a GR!
(Doesn’t indicate whether it is V or VI.) Then I
started looking around West Byﬂeet, Byﬂeet and
Pyrford. I do recommend being a little more
observant with this British Icon. My walks had
got longer! I stopped at every pillar box and
found some pretty unusual ones, including one
small box on a pole.
With the reopening of gyms I have been able to
resume Indoor Rowing. I’m still out socially
distanced walking at the crack of dawn every
morning for nearly two hours. Lost a bit of
weight and picked a lot of blackberries. But I do
miss talking to people!

10th March was the AGM of Weybridge and we
made plans for the rest of the year. Jill Sims was
with us and she gave us the plans for Arundel
and Brighton Branch. Then it was Lockdown.
Only allowed out for exercise for up to an hour
once a day. So gyms closed and Indoor Rowing
had to pause.
In April we were delivered a free local
newspaper. One of the articles suggested that
while we were on our exercise walks we might
Chester Section have long supported Mary’s
Meals and as well as ﬁnancial donations have
been involved in preparing backpacks for
children who lack some of the equipment they
need to attend school. Each pack contains a pair

Pauline Brice,
Hayling Island Section Portsmouth Branch

Elizabeth Dixon,
Morpeth Section Hexham & Newcastle
Branch

Shelagh Allen,
Weybridge Section Arundel & Brighton
Branch
of shorts or a skirt, a tee shirt, ﬂip ﬂops, note
books, writing materials etc.

Marie Becker,
Chester Section Shrewsbury Branch

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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This year has been diﬃcult having lost loved
ones, and having been ill with the virus so I was
blessed to be able to visit Italy in September. I
had an enjoyable holiday seeing old friends and
favourite places but also had a spiritual journey
and was able to physically attend Mass
everyday. During my holiday, I stayed for 6 days
in Monopoli, Puglia and was impressed with its
historical old town with its abundance of
churches, of which I visited twelve. I was moved
by the diversity of each one. The devotion to Our
Lady, patron of Monopoli, seemed to live in
those narrow streets with altars and images of
Mary on walls and even pavements.
The interior of the Basilica Cathedral of Maria
della Madia is awe-inspiring. A legend relates to
the ﬁnding of 33 wooden beams at the port,
needed to complete the Romanesque Cathedral

in the 12th century. The
Cathedral is extraordinary
for the presence of a raised
chapel dedicated to Our
Lady, built above the main
altar. It has a beautiful
central icon and one
reaches it by ascending a
marble staircase getting
closer to God, Jesus and Our Lady. One can look
down upon the church, which takes one's breath
away. Another highlight of my journey was when
I was asked to read the psalm during a Mass at
Santa Cesarea Terme. The Mass was held in a
hotel car park, an unlikely venue, but safe from
Covid and, as we know, God is everywhere.

Veronica Rochford,
Southbourne Section Portsmouth Branch

Members of Branksome and Parkstone Section, Dorset Branch set out on a
walk in the local area as we cannot meet in our usual way. Climbing to the
top of a hill overlooking Brownsea Island and Poole harbour we breathed in
clean air and felt the good eﬀects of seeing one another again. There was a
lot to catch up on!

Carol Gregory, Branksome and Parkstone Section, Dorset Branch
The ladies, as you can
see, are quite adept at
multi-tasking—Chatting,
Knitting and Zooming all
at the same time!
Our weekly Zoom
meetings started in April
when the ladies shared
how to do things eg how
to get on line deliveries
and manage practically.
As Lockdown eased, those who had been out
shared their experiences, whether they felt safe,
or if it was busy and what to expect. This we felt
was important - giving ladies the facts to decide
whether to venture out or not and what to
expect. The ladies shared their feelings, that
they were missing contact with others etc. This
sharing and empathising together meant that
no one was alone with their feelings and indeed
for the ladies the weekly face to face Zoom
chats became very important. We also shared
Faith related things, and made suggestions, eg
Church Services TV and whilst following the
Dominican Sisters at Lymington, were delighted
to see two of their Novitiates ‘clothed’ as they
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became Postulants. We followed
the virtual services within our
own Parish Church and shared
our ﬁrst experiences of attending
a ‘Live Mass’ following the
opening of our Churches. We also
heard recommendations from
ladies as they began to partake
in Parish Virtual Faith Formation
courses.
Each week we choose a little
topic for our meeting, and were in for a real
surprise when we discovered that one of our
members, Elizabeth Sharman-Smith was an
author and had published two books, ‘Blessings
for the Journey’ and ‘Jesus Christ – A Never
Ending Healing Love’.
As a Section we have found it hard not being
able to meet but the Zoom Meetings have
added a truly diﬀerent dimension and we have
been blessed by the spirituality which has come
through as we have begun each meeting with
our CWL Prayer.

Anne Whitmarsh,
Winchester Section Portsmouth

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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Brentwood joined with National Oﬃcers on 3rd
October where 11 out of our 14 Sections met
virtually with our National Oﬃcers. It did not
take too long to switch on our cameras and
sound and what a joy to it was to see friendly
faces from across our diocese and further aﬁeld.
As usual, after beginning with the League
prayer, we then went into a well organised
meeting. The National President welcomed us
all and encouraged us to join with Fr Marcin on
24th October. She informed us of the League’s
ﬁrst virtual AGM on 17th November. History in
the making! Hilary, the Branch President, then
invited each Section to speak. Everyone
conﬁrmed that they have kept in touch through
emails, phone calls, whatsapp messages,
personal contacts, Zoom meetings, and some
with socially-distanced walks in the open.

Grateful thanks
were extended
to Elizabeth
Upsher for her
singing each
day which keeps
many members
connected to the League. We closed our
meeting with a beautiful reﬂection, a Novena to
St Francis, for a world under threat. This can be
found on the CAFOD site. October 2021 will see
Brentwood Branch’s 100th Anniversary. We are
hoping that our Bishop can celebrate Mass for
us. Thank you, National Oﬃcers, for sharing a
great zoom experience with us!

When the lockdown started it was obvious that
meetings could no longer happen so what to
do? How to stay in touch and keep our members
interested? Our parish Priest, Fr Darline, was
doing Masses daily on Zoom, Skype, FaceTime,
and tele-phone. I enjoy his Zoom Masses and
their interactive nature with the ability to see
other parishioners, and Father always allows
time to chat at the end. That was it, Zoom! So I
started Zoom meetings for our Okehampton
Section. Members who don't have the
technology I telephone and post the Zoom
notes to them so that they are included, though
they are unable to attend. They can't be called
minutes as our meetings are not so structured.
We always start with the League prayers and
end with three Hail Marys. During our forty
minute zoom we exchange tales of what we
have been doing. These meetings have been so

popular that we have new ladies joining us and
instead of meeting once a month we zoom
every fortnight. As Devon Branch Secretary I
arranged a Branch Zoom on St Margaret
Clitherow's Feast Day and used it to pray the
Rosary for the intentions of all CWL members.
We now have Branch zoom meetings regularly.
Our diocesan Caritas manager is doing a project
on the use of digital technology within parishes
and got to hear of our use. As a result we had a
long discussion and as Okehampton chairman I
am hoping that the ladies who have joined in
the meetings will become new members of the
League. Always thinking of new ideas I am also
formulating ideas for Advent this year. Give it a
try, it's Zooming marvellous!

I was sitting down with a cup of tea watching
Spotlight, the regional news of the Southwest
when I nearly dropped my mug! There on the
screen was June Szypko, a member of Exeter
Section of Devon Branch CWL with the most
fascinating story of the day. It was the
celebration of 75th Anniversary of D-Day and
what a story it was. With her permission I can
tell you what happened- Her husband, Alexander
Szypko, was in the Polish Navy on a Polish
destroyer based at Devonport, his battleship
having escaped from the Baltic during the
Second World War. His destroyer helped defend
the Normandy beaches during the D-Day
landings and he was awarded one of the highest

Kathleen Hurley,
Brentwood Branch

Nicolette Tibbles,
Okehampton Section and Devon Branch
honours in the Polish
Navy for his bravery.
June and her son were
shown looking at
photographs as her son
recalled how a missile
landed on the deck and
his father, along with
three other sailors, put out the ﬁre and saved the
ship. Amazing! Quick as a ﬂash I grabbed my
mobile and took a photo of June, with her son,
looking at the album.

Nicolette Tibbles,
Devon Branch Secretary

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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Earlier in the year our Brentwood Diocesan
Pilgrimage was postponed but ‘Lourdes In
Your Living Room’ was organized with help
from our Brentwood Youth Service. It was
exceptional; a full programme of the week
was oﬀered to participants on line with the
agenda of the day set out as it would have
been on the actual Pilgrimage.
Knowing that domestic abuse during this
pandemic has risen greatly, I went to a local
women’s refuge to donate £100 from our
members which was, needless to say, greatly
received. Ascot Day was celebrated in June
by 2 members social distancing in a garden
and an amount of £65 was raised for the
Brentwood Children’s Society.
Three members with their husbands had an
al fresco lunch to raise money for Macmillan
this year, as obviously we couldn’t have our
Coﬀee Morning In The Alley. This was
actually started 20 years ago in our local
butcher’s alley by one of our members. It is
hugely supported by our townspeople and a
staggering £2,470 has been raised so far.
We congratulate two women of our Parish
who received Bene Meranti Medals recently
and who happen to be CWL members. We
had our ﬁrst Branch zoom last Saturday. I
felt it was good to see everyone and to

enable members to chat to our National
Oﬃcers. I am sure it won’t be the last one –
hopefully anyway!
So, as you see, like us all, we have been
doing what we can. Yes, we keep in touch of
course and help is always on the horizon if
needed. But I ﬁnish with a note by our
Shakespeareanesque Section Secretary (I
mention her because I don’t want to be
sued for plagiarism), observing that life is
slowly starting to open up like a butterﬂy
emerging from its chrysalis. It will take a
long time for some, if not most of us, to feel
conﬁdent about stepping back into the
wider world. We hope and pray for an
eﬀective vaccine and for people to be
sensible and responsible out and about. We
have been told that the coronavirus is likely
to be with us for a long time so we have to
learn to respect it and not become too
complacent. When eventually we can wave
goodbye (and good riddance) to it then, like
that butterﬂy, we can spread our wings and
fly. So, my fellow butterﬂies, we will soon be
ﬂying……

Veronica Cross,
Great Dunmow Section Brentwood Branch

As CWL Special Committee for
Relief & Refugee comes to the end of
its wonderful work we sincerely
thank Angela, Breda, Eileen,
Florence, Jane, Maureen, Sheila and
Siobhan for their tireless work on
behalf of members in
alleviating the suffering of
asylum seekers and
refugees.

O Blessed Mary, Mother of
Mercy, you ﬂed into exile in the
moonlight, carrying your son,
our Lord Jesus.
Mary, Mother of the Poor,
watch over migrants and
refugees holding their families
close on fearful journeys.
Comfort and protect them, we
pray, as they walk beneath the
shining stars.
Bless our communities, loving
Mary, ﬁll our hearts with
compassion, help us to shelter
the stranger.
And share the goodness of
God’s consoling love with all our
neighbours.
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raising Awareness of

DoMestiC ABuse

The year 2020 will largely go down in history as the year
of the Coronavirus Convid-19 pandemic, in which more
than 1,000,000 people world wide died. But, it should
also go down as the year that The National Board of
Catholic Women (NBCW) compiled a huge document
entitled “Raising the Awareness of Domestic Abuse”.
A resource pack which I think is too important not to
ignore as it systematically details all forms of domestic
abuse and not only does it explain them but it points
out the legal position and importantly asks “What can
everyone do to help tackle domestic abuse?” (p.21) It
also asks “What can priests and parishes do?” (p.22)
Under this title there are twelve points listed. One of
them being ‘Listen to the victim. Never take any action
which might put the victim or the victim's children in more danger’. It points out that if children
are involved it is a safeguarding issue. Make no mistake, abuse can and does happen in any
parish.
Listed here are some patterns of abuse and adding that it is not limited to the following:• Coercive control (a pattern of intimidation, degradation, isolation and control with the use
or threat of physical or sexual violence)
• Psychological and/or emotional abuse
• Financial or economic abuse
• Harassment and stalking
• Online or digital abuse
It goes on to explain each example and follows this by statistics which are frightening because
they relate to 2018 and 2019 and we are only too aware that ﬁgures will grow during this
pandemic year. On the ‘Key points to Remember’ we are reminded that Domestic Abuse is a
crime that can happen to anyone regardless of their race, religion, economic or social situation.
So, to conclude - much has been written and said about abuse in all its forms in the media, and
we have seen popular “soaps” highlight it in their plots, Eastenders on television and The Archers
on radio to name but two. This document is essential reading for all parishes. We must all be
aware of the diﬀerent forms that abuse takes and if we witness it ensure that the victim or
victims get the help they need.
Pope Francis said, “God, having created the universe and all living things, created the
masterpiece that is the human being, in his image”. He went on to add, “I have always been
impressed that our dignity is precisely that of being children of God”. Everyone deserves to be
treated with respect and dignity and no one should live in fear.
There is not the space here to cover all that is in this excellent document but I would urge you all
to read it, make a note of the support services listed, and when we are able to once again fund
raise, we do so with all the gusto that CWL is noted for. Please contact National Secretary, Jean,
for the full document in pdf.
Nicolette Tibbles, Devon Branch

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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A Project for the

YeAr oF tHe WorD

Aline Cook, Richmond Section
Last autumn, Pope Francis invited us to celebrate
the Year of the Word.
There are many ways in which we can deepen
our understanding of Scripture. I suggest here an
approach which suits me and may be worked on
individually or as a Section activity.
I started searching for an illustration for each
Sunday reading in the liturgical year. The ﬁrst
challenge was to better understand the rather
complex way in which the Church year is
organised and which we tend to receive passively
from our priests.
Then I decided to read the gospel of each
Sunday, extract an inspiring quote from it and
look for a picture I could apply to it. Some
readings really lend themselves to this exercise
and have been represented an inﬁnite number of
times by painters and illustrators through history:
the Annunciation, the Visitation, etc. but others
have not enjoyed such popularity. Some gospel
passages are more symbolical. Some readings
are repeated during the year (e.g. feeding the
5000) and many recur every year. All these would
require diﬀerent pictures.
My ambition, not always fulﬁlled, was to choose
pictures which particularly appealed to me,
unusual paintings which make you think (a
particularly subjective criterion I must admit). I
also tried to choose positive representations
rather than cruel scenes. I remember an
American friend returning from Italy and
commenting that the religious art she had seen
had been tough. She had probably seen too
many Saint Sebastians pierced with arrows and
other suﬀering martyrs.
It is not necessary to travel to collect a good
collection of pictures. Christmas cards are a good
start. Museums produce postcards. Exhibitions,
magazines, newspapers, parish bulletins,
calendars widen the scope. Being on the hunt
brings a very satisfying objective for every church
visit. You can take your own photos and if you
have a PC and a colour printer, the world is your
oyster.

The result can be produced in a variety of ways. I
elected to use three ring-binders (one each for
Year A, B and C) and glued each picture on an
A-4 sheet. Rather low technology these days, I
admit.
All I have to do now is to open the right volume
at the right page and savour the quote and
picture ahead of each Sunday. It does give a
diﬀerent and richer feel to the gospel reading at
Mass.
Three examples for the current year (Year A):
My Year A Volume
opens with a St
Matthew, by Master
Theodoric (circa 1360)
Prague museum. The
angel whispers to guide
and inspire the
thoughtful gospel writer.
This column capital
from Vézelay basilica
(France) shows a Jewish
prophet, identifiable by
his short tunic, pouring
grain into a mill (Christ
himself), collected by a
Christian, identifiable
thanks to his long
clothing. In my eyes, a
delightful illustration of
Matthew 13: 44-52 (17th Sunday)
And what about these statues to illustrate
Matthew 18: 21-35: “Lord, how often must I
forgive my brother if he wrongs me? (24th
Sunday) (Carlisle Square (Derry) produced by
local artist Maurice Harron “Hands across a
divided Derry”)

Happy (holy) picture hunting!
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