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A Message from THE NATIONAL

PRESIDENT

I am sure as I write this you are all looking forward to some better weather and hopefully the
possibility of being able to go outdoors and even begin to socialise again!
Since the issue of our First Magazine last Spring we have certainly experienced many diﬀerent
ways of communication. The Magazine itself has proved very popular and members have been
excellent in sending in articles. It has been a way of keeping in touch with every member – so
essential in these challenging times.
The introduction of Zoom meetings to Sections and Branches understandably met with some
reluctance at ﬁrst but it is amazing how many Sections and Branches use it as an almost daily
way of communicating. Although not able to travel to meet you in your Branches since
becoming your National President, I have attended Zoom Branch meetings for over half of our
Branches, as well as some Section Zooms, too. These meetings have been extremely well
attended. It has been very interesting to hear about the diﬀerent approaches taken to keep in
touch with your members – weekly Rosary, monthly chats for example. So very well done to you
all.
Throughout the year our expertise in technology has certainly grown - we had our ﬁrst Annual
General Meeting by Zoom, introduced the Advent Prayer Services on the four Sundays and have
recently carried on this theme with our six Lenten Prayer Services. At the beginning of March we
held our Spring Zoom meeting and even used breakout rooms for discussion! All of these events
have been so well attended with over 120 participants at each so here I would like to say a
sincere thankyou to you all for supporting us. This gives me and all the National Oﬃcers such
encouragement to continue arranging such events. Another ﬁrst for the League will be the
WUCWO Prayer Service on 13th May via Zoom. What a wonderful opportunity for us all to really
celebrate the international aspect of CWL.
Elizabeth has now passed the First Anniversary of her daily hymn singing and as we know this is
also viewed by overseas members. We say a huge ‘thankyou, Elizabeth’.
My thanks must also go to Father Marcin for all the masses he has live-streamed for the League.
His Stations of the Cross at our Spring Zoom meeting was very moving and I know from your
messages, very well received.
We invited the Union of Catholic Mothers to provide the prayers for one of our Lenten Prayer
Services – another ﬁrst and my grateful thanks to them as well for joining us.
So, as we look forward to better times to come and our gradual return to the new ‘normal’ we
know from your comments and messages that you would like the Advent and Lent Services to
continue and some of you may well decide to continue your Zoom Rosary or meetings.
We must, though, now look forward to our face-to-face Annual General Meeting to be held at
the Hayes on the weekend of 5th - 7th November. As we celebrate our 115th Anniversary this
year we are planning a Fun weekend as well as, of course, the usual business of an AGM. Please
put this date in your diaries.
Do please continue to read the Monthly Diary that comes out to all Sections as that contains
important dates and forthcoming events.
Finally, please remember that every single member is important and without you there would be
no League.
God bless. Keep safe and take good care of yourselves.

Jeanette, National President
2

CWL National President natpres@cwlhq.org.uk

So Peter and the other disciple went out
and came to the tomb.
Easter is not just the single day of Easter Sunday, but a season of seven
weeks plus one more day. The Church celebrates Easter for ﬁfty days so
as to be able to ponder thoroughly the mysteries of this holiest season of
the Church’s year. There are three mysteries of our Faith that the Church
celebrates throughout the Easter Season. They are the ﬁrst three
Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. We need to see how all three of these
are part of a single plan.
The First Glorious Mystery is the proper focus of today: the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. This mystery is presented by today’s Gospel
Reading, where the young apostle John serves as a model of how to ponder.
St. John, who served God as both apostle and evangelist, accomplished all he did
because he was the Beloved Disciple. As an apostle and an evangelist, he was like a zealous Martha. But
before he acted zealously, he was a faithful Mary. The Beloved Disciple at the Last Supper took the
stance that Mary did at the meal in her home, sitting and listening at the feet of the Word made Flesh.
In many churches, we see above the high altar the youngest of the apostles—St. John—at one side of
the Cross, and our Blessed Mother on the other. This is the scene of the Cruciﬁxion that the Church
celebrated just days ago.
But on the third day, John ran with Peter to the tomb. Along with Saint Peter and the beloved disciple,
Saint John, we also see the wrappings lying on the ground. John saw and believed. With no sign of Jesus
and without a word from Jesus, John saw and believed simply because the tomb was empty. It is ironic
that on the greatest feast of the Christian year, Christ doesn’t even appear in the Gospel passage, nor
speak a word. We see only His empty tomb, and hear only silence.
Following His Resurrection on Easter Sunday, Jesus appears several times in His gloriﬁed body. Yet He
remained on this earth only for forty days proclaiming the Resurrection in this gloriﬁed body. He
remained only forty days because He had in store a diﬀerent means of proclaiming the Resurrection, by
means of a diﬀerent body: the Mystical Body of Christ. What Jesus did in a gloriﬁed body for forty days,
He would do until the end of time in His Mystical Body.
The Second Glorious Mystery is the Ascension. The Ascension is the bittersweet transition between two
means of Jesus revealing His love for fallen man. The ﬁrst means was the physical body that He received
from the Blessed Virgin Mary—through the power of the Holy Spirit—at the Annunciation. The second
means was, is, and will be “unto the end of the age” the Church as the Mystical Body of Christ. All of the
Joyful, Luminous, and Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, as well as the ﬁrst two Glorious Mysteries, make
possible the event of Pentecost: the “birth” of the Church as the Mystical Body of Christ. All of those
earlier mysteries are preludes or prologues to the event of Pentecost. Even the Resurrection that took
place on Easter Sunday morning.
The Third Glorious Mystery is the “birth” of the Church at Pentecost. This is what Jesus died for. This is
what Jesus rose for. Jesus’ resurrection in a gloriﬁed body foreshadows what the Church becomes on the
day of Pentecost.
Jesus bears new life when He rises from the dead. Yet He wants His new life to ours. The Church—the
Mystical Body of Christ—is the means by which we share in the life of the Risen Jesus. The Church makes
it possible for Easter to be not a mere historical event, but an ever-present reality: in fact, the source of
strength and grace each day that we live on this earth.
St. John teaches us to pray during these ﬁfty days of Easter for a great gift. God has a gift ready for us,
the Gift of the Holy Spirit. That is why we hear every day of Easter from the Acts of the Apostles: the
book that describes the Church at work through the Power of the Holy Spirit. The descent of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost is the culminating mystery of Easter. We don’t simply celebrate it on the last day of
Easter as an afterthought: it is the mystery that Jesus leads us towards through His Resurrection. With
love and prayers,

Fr Marcin Drabik, CWL Chaplain
www.stswithuns.org.uk
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Birmingham Archdiocesan Branch was established
in 1909, just 3 years after Margaret Fletcher
founded the League. We have 7 sections:
Kenilworth, Kingswinford, Olton, Small Heath,
Solihull, Stratford and Wolverhampton. We have
our Annual Review and Study Day with guest
speaker then a meeting with Section Reports and
Christmas Social. We also hold an annual
pilgrimage to Evesham.
Geographically placed as we are, at the centre of
the UK, we are privileged to have lots of places of
pilgrimage and Catholic interest close at hand,
such as Harvington Hall, Evesham, Caversham and
Hednesford for pilgrimage and Margaret Fletcher’s
grave in Oxford. St. John Henry Newman lived and
is buried in Birmingham. National Trust homes with
priest holes and many tales to tell abound along
with this area being drenched with the history of
the Gunpowder Plot of 1605.
Our Branch Chaplain, Fr. Brendan Carrick is a
treasure who gives us unfailing support. On the
occasion of his lockdown Golden Jubilee, Branch
presented him with a Spiritual Bouquet.
We have valiantly risen to the challenge of forging
ahead with our work and prayer throughout the
pandemic. Zoom is our new ‘best friend’ via which
we have continued to hold committee and branch
meetings, including our Christmas Social. Some
sections have been instrumental in providing a
monthly rosary across their parish, an Epiphany
Celebration, coﬀee mornings galore and, between
lockdowns, driveway cake sales and bric-a-brac
stalls for charities.
The telephone has been priceless to us. Sections
have established a ‘telephone tree’ system whereby
a handful of members have kept in touch with
nominated ladies and oﬀered to run errands, pray
and keep up to date with CWL and parish news.
A highlight of our year was to be joined at our
Branch Meeting & Christmas Social on Saturday
28th November by 3 National Oﬃcers. What
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worked well was making use of the Zoom package
that National have so kindly paid for. Also, good
planning, sending out Agenda’s ahead of time
along with an email encouraging all to don festive
attire as well as asking for contributions for
entertainment. We enjoyed poems, funny stories,
short drama pieces, silly songs, a ‘Black Country
Nativity story’, a quiz and chance to enjoy one
another’s company. Ordinarily we would have met
at St Chad’s Cathedral and partaken of a shared
buﬀet and lots of homemade cakes…we raised a
toast at home instead with some food of our own.
For those sections that have continued to plan and
operate as inclusively as possible it has been
delightful to see just how many have embraced
technology. Feedback has been very positive about
how marvellous it is to see one another. There are
some who have opted to draw back a little, which
is entirely understandable. They are always in our
prayers and receive minutes, monthly diaries and
updates via good old Royal Mail to keep in touch
with us. The Committee sent out a Christmas
greeting to all via post and email.
In the spirit of Hope we have already booked our
Branch meetings and Christmas Social for this year.
Some sections have booked in their activities and
meetings and have plans in place ‘ready to go’ for
this year, too. Most of these are ‘Zoom-able’ but we
pray most earnestly to meet in person when the
time is right. Meanwhile, the key is to keep in touch
and use telephone,
WhatsApp, Facebook,
mail and email so that
we keep the ﬂame of
sisterhood alive.
From Birmingham
Branch we send Light,
our love, solidarity and
blessings.

Sarah Andrews,
Branch President

CWL HQ PO Box 104 Ledbury HR8 9RG

Bexhill is a small Edwardian seaside town on the
Sussex Coast between Hastings and Eastbourne
with a population of around 45,000. Our claim
to fame is that is the birthplace of Motor Racing
in UK and the home of the De La Warr
modernist building which opened in 1935. The
Catholic parish began in 1890 when the Bishop
of Southwark asked the Order of Rosminians
(from Italy) to establish a church and Convent.
The Order remained to minister to the parish
until the year 2000.
The CWL in Bexhill was established probably
around 1913! It existed at the time of the First
World War and ran the Soldiers Club, informally
called the Old Trench Club which opened in the
town centre in May 1917.
In 1987, due to falling numbers and lack of
those willing to take oﬃce, it closed. Nine
members became Direct Members within
Arundel and Brighton Branch. The younger
ladies in the Parish formed a group which met in
the evenings. This group eventually became the
present CWL Section which started in 2011 and
now meets in the church hall of St. Martha’s
every ﬁrst Monday of the month at 7.30pm. We
regularly have 30 members attending and we
also welcome ladies from Eastbourne since their
Section closed. Our Activities are many and
varied in keeping with the League ideal of
Caring With Love and combine Spiritual and
Social aspects. A Selection of our Spiritual talks
have included The Meaning of Advent, What
happens at a Canonisation, The Diaconate, St.
Margaret Clitherow ,
History of the Rosary,
HCPT and Missionary
work in Kenya. We
have been
entertained by
‘Christian Voices’ – a
local group which
acts Bible stories. We
have talks from local
https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales

Charities which we support such as Womens
Refuge, Foodbank and SVP. Our evening
activities have ranged from ‘Tracing your Family
Tree’ to ‘The History of Handbags’ and ‘Life in
the Local Workhouse’ and ‘Antique Roadshow’
(unfortunately without Fiona Bruce!) The
Section gets active, too, with an evening of
circle dancing, sponsored bike rides, visits to
local museums and many Craft evenings.
Fundraising activities have included raﬄes,
quizzes, auctions, etc. We continue to support
Bexhill Foodbank with monthly collections.
Although this year of lockdown has been
diﬃcult we have kept in touch through e-mail,
Zoom, phone calls, WhatsApp and good
old-fashioned phone calls and letters! We held a
Lenten lunch (with Home-made soup delivered
to all participants across the town) in order to
raise some much-needed funds for this year’s
Presidents charity.
We pray we will continue to thrive and be a
strong and supportive network for women in our
parish. We are planning (restrictions
permitting!) a celebration of our 10th
Anniversary – and ladies from CWL Sections
everywhere are welcome to visit! Come and
enjoy the seaside and a friendly welcome from
Bexhill CWL!
One member said: ‘The members of Bexhill
embody the CWL commitment to Charity Work
and Loyalty-they work together with a good
practical approach that is spiritually based and
spiced with laughter and love - how wonderful to
be part of such a great group of
Catholic women. Their fund raising,
variety of activities and speakers
are an inspiration - we should
bottle their ideas for others to
beneﬁt from’.

Anne Campbell, Chairman
The Old Trench Club which opened
in the town centre in May 1917.
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Dear Jeanette,
We often think of you and the kind
ladies of the Catholic Women's
League of England and Wales. Your
oﬀer of help took us by surprise. lt
was made about a year ago and
the memory of your generosity
lives on. So many small
communities are still struggling
with the eﬀects of the ﬁre - not all
houses have been rebuilt; the
eucalypt trees still have a
“woolly-looking” fringe of leaves
all the way up the trunk, which
occurs months after ﬁres; there
are still stories on the News of
Koalas and other injured
animals being returned to the
wild; communities are still
trying to build ‘community
spirit’ when many members
have left to live in safer places.
Most of the money you sent
went to an isolated
community on the border of
Victoria and New South
Wales. We knew the story of
their plight was not being
promoted as readily as the
drama and heart-ache in
bigger towns and more
populated areas. They were
surprised too, that a group
of people so far away cared
about them.
Our News services often have stories (in between
COVID-19 and sport!) on the varied and extreme weather you are having in England and
across Europe. Are you alright? With lockdown and very cold weather it must be so diﬃcult for people to
manage, particularly the elderly. We are hoping and praying that those badly aﬀected by the weather are
not also having power-outages. Mostly, across Australia, we do not have to deal with extreme cold, so we ﬁnd
it diﬃcult to imagine how you cope under those circumstances.
Enclosed with this letter are two issues of our Victorian magazine, called The Horizon. lt is sent to members
across the four Dioceses of Victoria and one - Wagga Wagga Diocese - in Southern New South Wales. Last
year we celebrated the journey to and arrival of our ﬁrst President, Dr Mary Glowrey in lndia, 100 years ago.
Mary was declared a Servant of God in 2013 and can you imagine the joy here if she is canonized some day?
Last November we had a Zoom meeting with League members across Victoria and the rest of Australia and
two Sisters from the Order Dr Glowrey joined in lndia - the Congregation of Jesus Mary Joseph. That was
certainly a ﬁrst for us! I guess virtual conferencing is one of the good things to come out of COVID-19. ln
loving appreciation and gratitude,

Jane Munro
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How have we coped during

What is the worst thing about this pandemic?
Perhaps the wearing of masks is Number 1. They hide expressions, emotions, hinders
communications, hides identities and if like me, it alters hearing and sight (glasses continually
steaming up). On the good side they prevent my droplets spreading to others. We are supposed
to share what we have with others, but only for the common good of all.
Number 2 is not being able to ring a friend or someone who is housebound, and asking, “Are
you free, would you like to come round/ would you like a visit?” and just pop round to them. It is
also not being able to have family or friends round for a meal/ coﬀee/tea. We miss that simple
sharing.
Number 3 is waiting to see if you will be invited to a funeral of a family member or friend, not
being able to give that moral support.
The list can go on and on. To balance that, the pandemic has taught me to appreciate what I
have, what I am blessed with and hopefully, to try to make me more aware of the needs of
others. I am lucky as my work and state pension arrive each month. So many have lost their jobs
and are having to manage on less. There are lots of people who have kept each one of us going
through this pandemic------- nurses, doctors, hospital cleaners/porters, paramedics/ambulance,
police, teachers, shopkeepers, farmers, bakers, receptionists, postmen/workers, chemists, parcel
deliverers, refuse collectors, telephone answerers ( even if you’ve been on hold an hour).
We, I certainly, miss a lot of other things like the hairdresser etc. but I save money each
week/month. I don’t need clothes, not much petrol bought, no second collections: so I ask
myself, should the pandemic make me richer?
If we truly believe what Our Lord said, feed my lambs, feed my sheep, love your neighbour,
welcome the stranger, then I have answered my own question. We have to work to keep things
in order, pay our way, but we also need to pause and reﬂect. We know the story of Martha and
Mary and as Mary did, we need to give our attention to Our Lord. We don’t ignore a close friend
otherwise we lose them. Fortunately, Our Lord waits patiently for us to be with Him, as in the
well-known Footprint prayer.
The pandemic has given me some special time to walk with the Lord. Yes, there are many ways
to walk with the Lord, like the Good Samaritan. St Matthew Chap 25v3 “I was hungry and you
fed me, thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you took me in, naked and you clothed
me, sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me.” Some of that is a bit scary-----taking a stranger in, visiting in prison. Our Lord must have felt very scared in the garden. Like us
He asked His Father’s blessing, strength and courage to undertake what is needed. If we have
love for one another, then everyone will know that you are Our Lord’s disciples. At the end of the
day That is why I, and you, exist----- show us The Way Lord.

Elizabeth Rodgers, Middlesbrough Branch President
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My Lockdown Year
Maureen Sawtell, Crewe Section
A year ago I was sitting at home
Wondering how I would cope with lockdown,
all alone.
No teas and coﬀees on Sunday after Masses;
Each parish group doing their share.
No chatting over painting at u3a art classes;
Thank heavens for a leader with patience to
spare.
Soon our art worries would be over
Doreen setting us work at home.
Our paintings in a weekly slideshow
An on -line exhibition showing were not alone.
But what of our altos and sopranos you ask?
Not forgetting out tenors and basses.
What shall we do without our choirs?
Could we still gather with masks over faces?
Could we still meet to sing away the hours?
Then there was Christmas
With problems for Church and State
Our Saint Marys only allowed 67
Many others will have to wait.
Father Jerome did his best to show us the way
Putting on extra Masses on Christmas Eve and
Day
We had to book our seats in advance of course
No use turning up on the day.

Then how to arrange meeting with loved ones
Only ﬁve from two diﬀerent houses
Adding up an amount, do little ones count?
What of those alone with no spouses?
Yes we phone and send messages by email and
text
But soon that was no longer enough
Our phones and our laptops could never replace
The warmth of the human touch.
We heard of business surviving without meeting
face to face
Holding conference calls, keeping staﬀ safe in
their own space.
Those who could were working from home,
Safe and alone in their rooms, connected by
Zoom
Was Zoom our answer, as its becoming the in
thing
With friends forming groups to Zoom chat and
sing
Encouraging larger groups to join in as well
Even Including our own CWL.
Living life on Zoom can never quite replace,
Holding hands and hugging, meeting face to
face.
But it keeps us connected as we sing chat and
pray
Keeping friendships alive, helping to ﬁll and save
our day.

This was in Portsmouth Diocese e-news
sent out by Bishop Philip Egan:
The Catholic Women's League in the Diocese have
discovered the joys (and problems) of "Zooming".
They held a Diocesan Zoom meeting on Ash
Wednesday. Marguerite Boulter, Diocesan Branch
Secretary has brought together the ideas for life
during lockdown that were shared at their meeting...
The Catholic Women’s League Branch in Portsmouth
Diocese was about to gather for our Spring Meeting in the Cathedral Hall in March 2020, when the
ﬁrst lockdown was announced. Little did we realise how much this was going to alter the way we lead
our lives and also how it would aﬀect our organisation. The National Executive Committee has helped
us over the last year, releasing funds for each Section to buy a professional zoom account. Because of
the impossibility of running our usual fundraising activities, the Branch was also allotted £1000 to be
divided up and sent to whichever local charities the Sections chose.
Continued overleaf

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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Well, in January, it was decided to try to organise a Diocese-wide zoom. The date chosen was Ash
Wednesday. Invitations sent to the National Spiritual Advisor, National President, National Secretary
and National Treasurer. Rather than a really formal meeting with minutes it was decided to really try
to ﬁnd out how everyone had been coping over the year. Each section was asked to give a report of no
longer than ﬁve minutes. Any members who could manage zoom were invited. Our sections vary a
great deal due to parish geography and age ranges. We hoped to share ideas and support one
another. National and Branch Oﬃcers had been keeping in contact with sections but this was the
sections chance to have their say.
On the day we had all four National Oﬃcers and representatives from eight of the nine sections. One
section sent a written report since none of their members could zoom. There were thirty four of us in
total. Quite a number of apologies. It was an afternoon meeting so diﬃcult for those who work.
All sections had tried to make sure no members felt lonely. At ﬁrst small parish groups had been able
to meet up out of doors. Some sections couldn’t meet in this way because they are spread over
several parishes. Telephone calls had been a great source of comfort and some sections had arranged
smaller bubbles of members who would call each other more frequently. Birthday cards are sent by
sections and the CWL Magazine and a Christmas card from National was delivered or posted to all.
One section managed to send out envelopes to be used to send Secret Santa presents to each other.
Several sections had been involved in making PPE, either for care homes or masks for parishioners.
Apostleship of the Sea had not been forgotten, although one group suggested that the hats might
have to be used as Easter Bonnets, since they missed giving them at Christmas.
Those with internet had the advantage of being able to attend Mass online. Emails, texts and
Facebook messenger had also proved useful. One section had set up a WhatsApp group which meant
they could quickly and easily request prayers for deceased or sick relatives and friends or remind each
other of services. Only two sections were actually running zoom meetings although many members
were getting used to joining in with zoom meetings run by others. Many who at ﬁrst had been loath
to use Zoom are now ﬁnding it a treat to be able to see the faces of their friends. Zoom meetings
have been used to renew and deepen friendships and give support and advice on a wide range of
subjects, spiritual, medical, and practical, such as safety tips and how to ‘get’ Mass online or even food
deliveries.. Of course Midnight Mass was actually on the television and being said by Bishop Declan
Lang, the cousin of one of our members. Members of several sections enjoy the hymn singing, each
morning, of Elizabeth Upsher, a past National President. This is on the CWL Facebook page and is
open to anyone, not just to members. You can request hymns and a video is available after the
livestream. We have had Advent Services, hosted by National, on Zoom, and for the next few Sundays,
there will be Lenten ones.
Prayer has been at the core of all our connections. Messages go out quickly when someone is in need.
Many have lost relatives and friends during this time and it isn’t always possible to gather together,
except in prayer. Our Zoom had begun with prayers and before he had to leave Fr Marcin blessed our
endeavours. We were grateful for the National Executive Oﬃcers, giving up their time to be with us
and particularly to our National President for her kind words of encouragement.
So with the end of the lockdown, hopefully, coming into view, where do we go from here? Will we
return to our monthly meetings, in person, and ignore Zoom, Facebook and WhatsApp? We hope not.
It has shown us a diﬀerent, but beneﬁcial, way of making contact with others. We should be able to
combine the new with the old.

Marguerite Boulter, Portsmouth Branch Secretary
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The Year of St Joseph
With the Apostolic Letter Patris corde (With a
father's heart), Pope Francis reminds us of the
150th anniversary of the declaration of St. Joseph
as Patron of the Church and, from December 8,
2020 to December 8, 2021, a year will be
celebrated especially dedicated to him.
In addition, in 2021 we will celebrate the 5th
anniversary of Amoris Laetitia, the subsequent
apostolic exhortation of both synods on the
Family. For this reason, WUCWO has asked Mr Vito
Pongolini, who is passionate about art, and who
for years has been preparing the "Art and
Meditation" section for WUCWO, to make the
family of Joseph, Mary and Jesus the theme of our
meditation through art during the year 2021.
We thank in advance our dear friend and member
of the Azione Cattolica Italiana - organisation of
WUCWO, for his beautiful contribution.
One of our members adds a personal contribution
here –
Last December, Pope Francis announced that the
Catholic Church would celebrate Saint Joseph,
patron saint of the Universal Church since 1871.
What a good opportunity for us to examine the
part played by this particularly “unnoticed,
discreet and hidden presence” [Pope Francis] in
each of our lives. I oﬀer here a few examples taken
from my own experience. My ﬁrst encounter with
Our Lady’s husband was at my baptism: my
middle name is “Josette”, derived from Joseph,
although I only realised the implication of this
fact a few days ago!
As a toddler, I encountered Saint Joseph in our
family nativity scene. Our Saint Joseph wore a pink
robe, a brown cloak, and had an abundant beard.
He looked very similar to the plaster statues of
him in so many of our churches. He was, as it were,
part of the furniture, next to Mary, Jesus and the
shepherds.
Catechism taught me a bit more. He was the man
who obeyed the angel of the Lord to protect the
Holy Family. Yet, I was far from understanding the
magnitude of the sacriﬁces he had to make to do
this: brave social conventions and village gossip;
abandon his country to emigrate to Egypt; then
uproot himself again to go home. He did earn the
hard way the honours the Church has lavished on
him by declaring him patron saint of expectant
mothers, unborn children, fathers, travellers and
immigrants.

As a child, I knew that Saint Joseph’s was a
popular name, borne by several members of my
family, including my father and a great-great
grand-father who was actually a carpenter.
Saint Joseph is also present in the calendar, twice
in fact: on March 19th and May 1st. The latter
date was established in 1955 by Pope Pius XII to
honour Saint Joseph as the patron of workers, on
the very day when trade-unions and workers
across the world celebrate the proletariat. I
remember priests highlighting this new feast-day
when I was a child in France.
As a teenager, I travelled to Canada, one of the
countries whose patron is Saint Joseph. The city of
Montreal is dominated by a shrine which, I ﬁrst
assumed, honoured Our Lady. Yet, I soon found
that the beautiful basilica sitting proudly on top of
Mount Royal was in fact dedicated to Saint
Joseph, for whom Brother André, a great healer
(through St Joseph’s intervention) and popular
20th century Canadian saint, had a special
devotion.
I have come across Saint Joseph a few more times
in my life since then, including during a visit to St
Joseph’s Hospice in East London, a name which I
now realise must have been chosen as Saint
Joseph is also the patron saint of a happy death.
This brief journey helps me understand why Pope
Francis has chosen to invite us to meditate on the
virtues of Saint Joseph, whom he calls “a beloved
father, a tender and loving father, an obedient
father, an accepting father, a father who is
creatively courageous, a working father, a father in
the shadows”, in a year when so many good men
and women have quietly risen and sometimes
given their lives to ﬁght against disease and fear
and protect their families and all of us.

Aline Cook,

Richmond Section Southwark Branch

CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk
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ANCHES • AROUND THE BRANCHES • AROUND THE BRANC
The members of
Northampton
Branch have agreed
that the £500 grant
from the Social
Welfare Fund should
be allocated to
Lindengate Mental
Health. Some years
ago Lindengate was
the idea of two Wendover ladies sitting
chatting on the stairs at a party when the
conversation turned to mental health,
which one of them suﬀered from and
Lindengate was the outcome of that chat.
They managed to obtain the old
allotment site next door to Dobbies
Garden Centre at Wendover which had
become overgrown. Following hard work
to clear the site it is now an award
winning, stunning 5 acre mental health
charity which includes a group for young

people from age 16 where nature
breathes new life into anyone who is
struggling with their well-being. The
garden lends itself to supporting people
recovering from a range of common
mental health needs.
The natural beauty and richness of the
site help to restore and heal, whilst
specialised gardening, conservation,
construction, cooking and nature based
art and crafts activities provide focus and
purpose. Add this to the community of
volunteers and staﬀ who nurture a
supportive, inclusive and safe
environment and you have a recipe for
success. Anyone is welcome to visit the
site at speciﬁed times to enjoy its
beneﬁts. We are grateful to our Executive
for making it possible to give support to
this well deserved charity.

Pat Chesterton,
Aylesbury Section Northampton Branch

How to access CWL National Archive Catalogue – Durham University
Search: Special Collections Catalogues – Durham University
When Special Collections Catalogues reached: scroll down to
Simple Search: DUL Special Collections Catalogues
Type in Catholic Women’s League and Search
Pick up Catalogue of Catholic Women’s League Archive – click on it
Scroll down to Catalogue and contents of CWL Archives will appear

Bernie Townsend,
Kingswinford Section Birmingham Branch
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HES

• AROUND THE BRANCHES • AROUND THE BRANCHE
Forty-ﬁve years ago, after moving house
frequently as a Service family, we settled
in Weybridge. I was fortunate to join a
vibrant CWL Section. I was immediately
oﬀered friendship, which is ongoing. I
soon became active in all aspects of the
C.W.L. The emphasis on prayer and being
part of a National and International
Organisation was important for me.
Members reported on the National
Charities, Branch and National meetings.
Branch meetings were a joy and later
weekends at National Council now AGM.
Two members of Weybridge Section
belonged to the Executive, Ruth Walpole
and Christine Burton. Ruth was
vice-president for the South and Christine
was National Treasurer.
Sadly, we were the last young group to
join. Gradually, the Parish has taken over
most of the parish work we had organised
for so long: Frugal Lunches, ﬂower and

The Christian women of all the churches
in Roehampton and Putney take it in
rotation to hold their World Day of
Prayer every year. The ﬁrst service of the
day starts early in Samoa on the Date
Line and follows the sun in its orbit as a
great Wave of Prayer in all the
communities it touches until it ends on
the Date Line. It was the turn of St
Joseph's Church, Roehampton, in 2021
and Covid rules allowed a "distanced"
service attended by 50
parishioners of all the
churches in
Roehampton and
Putney. Holy Trinity
Church brought
Live-streaming
equipment to reach the
many at home who
would normally attend.

cleaning rotas, the Rosary and Stations of
the Cross. Now the wider Congregation
are involved and catering for all the
interests of parishioners. It is wonderful to
see so many groups ﬂourishing. In 1996,
West Byﬂeet Section closed and ﬁve of
their members joined us. In 2000,
Chertsey Section also closed. We were
invigorated by these new members and
they have served for many years as
oﬃcers, Shelagh Allen from West Byﬂeet
as Chairman and Pat Barnes from
Chertsey as Secretary for some years,
before handing over to Daphne Argent.
Jean Clapham, our Treasurer, and I were
ongoing members of the Weybridge
committee. I do appreciate how much our
National Oﬃcers are doing to encourage
us in our Faith and keep the spirit of the
CWL alive.

Pat Boyle,
Weybridge Section Arundel & Brighton Branch

The beautiful liturgy came from the
women of Vanuatu in the Paciﬁc Ocean,
Northeast of Australia, a member of The
Commonwealth. Our altar displayed their
ﬂag, a palm, large seashell, basket-work
fan and shell necklaces typical of their
handcrafts. The various roles of the
service were taken by parishioners of St
Joseph's Church and the whole was
organised to perfection by the Chairman
of the local World Day of Prayer
Committee, Sally
Olizar, of St Simon's
Church. A lone singer
sang beautifully
verses of the hymns
played by the organist
of Holy Trinity.

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk

Miriam Howitt,
Roehampton Section
Southwark Branch
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ANCHES • AROUND THE BRANCHES • AROUND THE BRANC
In the past few months Whiteﬁeld Section has donated £75 to the Heywood Foodbank
and £30 to the Shoe Box organizer in view of the fact that during this diﬃcult period it
has not been possible to send the actual boxes.

Betty Kirk, Whiteﬁeld Section Salford Branch
Zoom Meetings have not been on our
Agenda in Jersey. However, we have been
very much in touch by phone, outdoor
meetings in ﬁne weather, emails,
telephone, Facebook, messenger and lots
of cards!
Even though we could not physically get
together we have celebrated birthdays,
anniversaries, bereavements, new
grandchildren and of course, a wedding
when our youngest member married a
member of the Jersey Knights’ of St
Columba. We presented them with a
rosebush for the garden.
Jersey East Section has a Facebook Page
and includes a variety of news and some
humour to cheer us all up. I also try to
include items from the main CWL Page
and I am now including news from the
Catholic Grandparents Association as so
many of us are in this category! At Easter
and Christmas, Deacon Tony Ward (our
Chaplain) recorded a video message for us
which was wonderful. A number of us are
regular listeners to Elizabeth Upsher with
her hymn singing in the mornings. Thank

Members from the Winchester Section
would like to say how much they enjoy
reading the magazine, and how they
particularly appreciate news of other
sections. Since receiving the Winter
Magazine, a few of our ladies have been
busy knitting 47 hats for the Apostleship of
the Sea, in Southampton and Portsmouth.
These were donated together with a bar of
chocolate, a Christmas Card and a blessing
from Elizabeth Sharman’s book being
tucked inside each hat.
Before Christmas we were excited to host

14

you, Elizabeth and we also hear Mass with
Fr Marcin, who is also our much-loved
former Parish Priest in Jersey. We have also
enjoyed the CWL Advent and Lenten
Services.
We gave our ‘hats for Seafarers’ to the
Apostleship of the Sea. Seafarers have
suﬀered greatly during the pandemic.
Unable to return home at the end of their
contracts, staying on the ships and unable
to go ashore because of lockdown. We
hope that 2021 will see them reunited with
their families. Stella Maris\Apostleship of
the Sea should have celebrated their
Centenary in Glasgow in 2020 and they
had hoped for a visit from Pope Francis but
it was not to be. I managed to tune in to
the Centenary Mass which was of course
more low key than originally planned.
We send our love and prayers to all our
CWL friends and look forward to meeting
up with you all in person soon!

Pat Guégan,
Jersey East Section, Portsmouth Branch

the First Sunday in Advent Prayer Service
and then hosted also the Palm Sunday
Lenten Service.
On Women’s World Day of Prayer Day,
from Vanuatu, we discovered one of our
members had actually lived on one of the
small islands!
We have welcomed each of our three
priests into our meetings, and together
have shared deeply spiritual moments and
hilarious moments.

Anne Whitmarsh,
Winchester Section Portsmouth Branch

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk

HES

• AROUND THE BRANCHES • AROUND THE BRANCHE
For many years now it has become a feature
of Branches and Sections in the League to
hold an annual pilgrimage to a shrine, often
close to them, and it is regarded as an
important feature of their year. Every three
years the National President holds a
National Pilgrimage to the shrine of her
choice to commemorate the last year of her
presidency. This is always an important
event which has become very popular for
members to attend. This year we were asked
for our views on this at the Spring Meeting
which created a great deal of discussion.
With this in mind, and at the National

President’s request, I am preparing a leaﬂet
(together with a map) which aims to show
all the shrines that we visit.
In order to produce this I need your help.
Please can each Section and Branch send
me details of their annual pilgrimage to
include: name of place/shrine, why they go
and what they do while there e.g. do they
have a Mass? A cream tea? If you can send
photos too, that would be a great help.
Please send material to the National
Secretary who will forward to me.

Looking through all the items for publicity I
came across some very interesting things.
During lock-down I have been very
impressed with the variety of initiatives by
members. Zoom seems to have been the
way of keeping regular contact with our
members. Section and Branch meetings,
virtual afternoon tea, Lenten lunches,
Christmas festivities, food delivered for
members to enjoy in their own homes whilst
getting together on Zoom.
One thing I found in my ﬁles was a
'Housewives Declaration' in the 1940s and I
quote a few items:
1. We will tackle today's diﬃculties as a
challenge and not depress others with our
grumbles.

2. We accept that we will shop for need and
not for hoarding as we are grateful that
most of us have enough to eat.

I thought you might like to see what a
happy bunch of Zoomers we are!!!
Adeyﬁeld Section plus a few from Boxmoor.
The Zoom which CWL National has paid for
has certainly made it a lot easier for us to be
able to be in touch.
Our Friday morning Rosary is not only a
spiritual gathering but also a chance for us
to swap stories, ﬁnd out how we all are and
we are now checking how many of us have
had the vaccine!
Of the happy bunch you see here, only 2 of
us youngsters have not been jabbed so we
are getting there!

Nicolette Tibbles,
Okehampton Section, Devon Branch

3. We will refuse to let hurts and bitterness
shape our future. We will accept our
present troubles.
4. We will take on the building of a diﬀerent
world. We need the power of God.
These are paraphrased but, I feel, very
relevant to our present circumstances. So
when we eventually emerge from lock-down
let us go forth and with renewed vigour do
the work of the Catholic Women's League.

Margaret von Speyr,
Bexhill Section Arundel & Brighton Branch

Vee Comparini,
Westminster Branch President

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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CONSIDER
THE LILLIES
In St. Matthew’s Gospel we are advised to
‘consider the lilies of the ﬁeld’, which biblical
scholars suggest refers to a range of wild
ﬂowers rather than today’s cultivated lilies.
Artists however have traditionally adopted the
latter for visual imagery, a useful tool when
illiteracy was common. A white lily signifying
purity and chastity is usually seen in paintings
of the Annunciation, as is a clear glass vessel.
During the Renaissance a wide range of ﬂora
and fauna was used to convey religious
concepts and stories, but lilies were always
popular.
A striking instances of this is the ‘still life’
incorporated into a huge 15th century
triptych by the Flemish painter Hugo van der
Goes. It is known as the Portinari Altarpiece
but the actual title is ‘The Adoration of the
Shepherds’. Shown in crudely realistic detail,
they gape at the naked baby who lies on the
bare ground, surrounded by a motley crowd of
people. As well as Mary and Joseph there are
angels dressed in priestly
vestments as if for a Mass,
while others ﬂy overhead.
Donors and patron saints
look on from the side lines,
and a dimly seen demon
lurks in the shadows. The
folding outer panels depict
the Annunciation when
closed, opening to reveal the
bustling Nativity scene
inside.
Our attention is caught
however by the ‘painting
within a painting’ centred in
the foreground, aloof from its
surroundings but so striking
that it has become a discrete
art work in its own right. (One
can buy a print of it without
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being aware of the context!). It depicts a
pottery jar patterned with a vine, containing
red lilies and three irises, two white and one
purple; the iris has often been regarded as a
type of lily and is sometimes known as the
‘sword lily’. Its three upright petals are
thought to represent the Holy Trinity, while its
pointed leaves may refer to Simeon’s
prophecy that a sword would pierce Mary’s
heart. On the bare ground behind the jar lies a
wheat sheaf, ﬂanked by a columbine in a glass
vase.
The vine on the jar and the wheat sheaf are
obvious references to the Eucharist, while the
dove like columbine (aquilegia) symbolises the
Holy Spirit. The red and white ﬂowers refer to
Christ’s death, and the purple to His kingly
status. Three red carnations, also known as
‘nail ﬂowers’, refer to the Cruciﬁxion, and the
violets scattered on the ground to humility.
Thus, the drama of Christ’s Passion is
conveyed with poignant simplicity by a few
ﬂowers, a jar and a glass
vessel; a wordless message
in a busy scene.
Albrecht Durer used the
same language to reveal
the intricate secret life of a
piece of turf, and the
tension of a frightened
hare. Both these artists
lived through plagues and
catastrophes much worse
than ours, but retained
their ability to consider not
only the lilies, but the
miraculous dimensions of
the natural world which we
all inhabit.

Gloria Brown,

Beckenham Section
Southwark Branch

Catholic Women’s League Charity No. 1173138 Tel: 01531 633502

How can we respond to
Pope Francis’ call to
‘walk a mile in the
trafficked’s shoes?’
Pope Francis has encouraged people to put
themselves in the shoes of victims of human
traﬃcking and not to pass judgement on them.
He is sure that once a person learns about these
victims’ experiences, “it will be impossible to
remain indiﬀerent when we hear talk about boats
adrift, ignored and even driven back from our
shores”, he wrote in the preface to a new book.
The Pope's remarks appear in the book I am Joy:
A Cry of Freedom from the Slavery of
Traﬃcking. The book, written by Maripia
Bonanate, oﬀers a ﬁrst person narrative of a
woman from Benin City named Joy. Trusting the
advice of a friend, Joy leaves for a promised job
in Italy, hopeful she would be able to work, study
and send money home. Her journey quickly
unravels, however and she recounts her ordeal as
she survives a desert crossing, violence and
deprivation in Libyan detention camps and then
risks capsizing on an overcrowded boat. Once on
Italy's shore, Joy is forced into prostitution,
extorted with a huge debt and threatened by her
Madam. However, she never lost her faith in God
whom she felt was always in her heart and by her
side and she eventually found help at a safe
house in Caserta for traﬃcking victims.
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(tailored to your Section’s unique circumstances)
in order to raise money for the Medaille Trust who
specialise in providing Safe Houses, here in
England and Wales. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if
each member, regardless of where, for how long
and how she walks, could raise money for a cause
I know is so very close to members’ hearts. It is
now some 14 years since Sr Teresa from the
Medaille Trust attended our AGM in Scarborough
and spoke of her work in providing safe houses
for traﬃcked victims. I want to thank members
most sincerely for their support of my National
Project, the Medaille Trust. We have already
made one transfer to the Trust of £2000 and we
will make another at the AGM in November when
a Trust member has been invited to speak to us.
National Treasurer,
Christine, shares a
letter from Medaille Dear Christine
Thank you for notifying us of the gift of
£2,000, I can conﬁrm that the amount has
credited our account.

In the book’s preface, Pope Francis said that
Joy’s Way of the Cross is just one tile embedded
in a vast mosaic of other tiles - other lives of so
many vulnerable women and men - that are
invisible to others. Anonymous and unseen, these
victims are exploited by “unscrupulous traﬃckers
who grow rich oﬀ the misfortune of others, taking
advantage of people's desperation, subjecting
them to their authority”, he wrote.

Please could you pass on our gratitude to the
members of the Catholic Women’s League.
We really appreciate their support of our
work. We have received so much kind support
from many individual Sections and Branches
of the League over so many years, it has
really given us strength in completing our
work. We see the diﬀerence their support
makes every day in our safe houses.

National President, Jeanette, says As we are
preparing to gradually come out of restrictions
and hopefully able to meet up in smaller groups
in better weather, I would like to suggest that
perhaps CWL can indeed ‘Walk a Mile in the
Traﬃcked’s Shoes’ and hold a sponsored walk

Wishing you all blessings over the Christmas
and new year.

Edwin Landles,
Finance Oﬃcer

CWL HQ PO Box 104 Ledbury HR8 9RG

John Bradburne

1921 -1979

John Bradburne was born at Skirwith, Cumbria in
1921, the son of an Anglican clergyman. After
secondary school in Norfolk, he joined the army
in 1939, and served as a commissioned oﬃcer in
Malaya and Burma.
He left the army with ill health and returned to
England. He stayed with the Benedictine monks
at Buckfast Abbey. In 1947 on the Feast of Christ
the King in the crypt chapel, he was received into
the Catholic Church. There is a shrine there now
where Bishop Christopher Budd celebrated Mass
on the anniversary of his death. He also joined
the secular Franciscan Order but remained a
layman.
John’s parents lived in Ottery St Mary and when
visiting he would sleep in St Anthony’s Church in
Ottery. The Marist Sisters then lived in Raleigh
House, which is adjacent to the Church, so they
took him under their wing. The small room where
he slept is now the ﬂower room.
After many years travelling and searching, he
found the place that God wanted him to be –
living alongside men and women suﬀering with
leprosy in Mutemwa, Zimbabwe, a place he
helped transform into a community of peace, joy
and love. Soon after his arrival, in 1962, he
conﬁded to a Franciscan priest that he had three
wishes: to serve leprosy patients, to die a martyr,
and to be buried in the habit of St Francis.

SLAVERY
Women unite to save our children
From being bought and sold
For men’s delight.
Women unite to stop this slavery
Once abolished
Now existing, -despite
Women unite
So, these brothels are broken
And this travesty of justice
Is brought to light.

During the civil war of 1979, John was kidnapped
and murdered. Since his martyrdom, word of his
life has spread around the world, and miracles
have occurred in association with his name.

Women unite
So, a better life
May be found for them
Let us stand and ﬁght

John's beatiﬁcation process started in September
2019 and this year in 2021 we celebrate John's
Centenary where an event at The Holy Name
Church in Manchester will be held on 25th Sept
2021. www.johnbradburne.com

Women unite
And support this cause
Let laws be changed and justice sought
And victims helped and wrong made right.

Jackie Crean,

Eileen Rayner,
Lymington Section

Ottery St Mary Section, Devon Branch

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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ONE HuNDRED
AND ONE
years ago

On 16 May 1920 a great pageant took place
in and around Westminster Cathedral to
celebrate the Canonisation of St Joan of
Arc.
A solemn religious pageant in her honour was
arranged by the Catholic Women’s League
(CWL). It was a striking procession, and was
witnessed by huge crowds in the immediate
precincts of the Cathedral – St Joan was
impersonated by a beautiful girl of 17. This
was widely reported in the National Press at
the time and the CWL worked hard to gather as
many images and newspaper reports of the event as they could, ﬁnally binding them all
into a scrapbook which they presented to Cardinal Bourne as a remembrance and a record
with their aﬀectionate homage.
Inside the North Transept of the Cathedral there is a mosaic panel of St Joan of Arc, the
Maid of Orleans. In May 1909, the CWL organised a penny collection from the Catholic
women and girls of England to create this memorial as an expression of reparation for a
wrong done to Joan and to France.
A plaque under the mosaic reads:
Wisdom has not abandoned the
betrayed just one, but has liberated
her from sinners and has descended
with her into the pit, and has not
abandoned her in her chains, right
up to the time it bestowed on her
the sceptre of the kingdom and
power against those who were
oppressing her, and it has shown up
the lies of those who slandered her.
The Catholic wives and daughters
of England in the Catholic Women’s
League collected the sum for the
erection of this monument.

Bernie Townsend, Kingswinford
Section, Birmingham Branch

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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Veronica Cross, CWL link to

writes:
I attended an Ecumenical and Interreligious webinar on your behalf on 8th March organized by
WUCWO on the occasion of INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY. It was headed ‘WOMEN
READING FRATELLI TUTTI (BROTHERS AND SISTERS)’. I found it intriguing listening to
women of the world giving their Islamic, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Ecumenical and Catholic
perspective.
They were one in acknowledging education for international and interreligious dialogue is so
important for peace - for cultures and religions to be brought together. To be diﬀerent but as
one. For us to acknowledge and embrace stewardship of our planet. We are brothers and sisters
in solidarity – we are responsible and accountable - we must move from indiﬀerence to
commitment. We can open a new chapter in the history of humanity; maybe diﬀerent to the
one many of us are used to. WUCWO President General, Maria Lia, asks what steps can we take
to achieve this new face of humanity. Let us examine ourselves – how do we approach those we
consider diﬀerent, how do we look at them, listen to them, how do we try to understand them?
Let us start at the bottom up; the local to the global level. In closing the webinar we had special
remarks from Ambassadors to the Holy See from Argentina, Austria, Britain, France,
Netherlands, Peru and Timor all stating that women can - and do - contribute extremely
signiﬁcantly to ecumenical and interreligious dialogue.
It was such an
amazing coming
together of women
from all over the
world. And everyone
much appreciated
and thanked Pope
Francis for Fratelli
Tutti. It was a
WONDERFUL
INTERNATIONAL
EVENT.
.

Veronica Cross,
Dunmow Section
Brentwood Branch
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