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A Message from
THE NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT

I am writing this message trying to keep 
cool in the Summer heatwave. Just a 
couple of months ago in June we were 
also enjoying a lovely sunny warm day 
as we started our National Pilgrimage 
in Portsmouth. There was a slight 
disappointment because of the disruptive 
rail strikes on days either side but I was 
delighted that the great majority of you 
who had booked to come were still able 
to join us. Those of you who had to cancel 
were I know very disappointed, but you 
were able to join the service as it was live-
streamed. I am sure many other members 
were able to enjoy the Mass also. It was 
a truly inspiring and meaningful mass 
and Father Marcin’s homily on Grace was 
really wonderful. We were so very lucky to 
also have Bishop Peter with us as Principal 
Celebrant. 
After many months of planning with 
emails and telephone calls and actually 
visiting the cathedral where, I have to say, 
Canon Peter Smith and Lily, the cathedral  
secretary were extremely helpful right from 
the beginning, it was a great relief to know 
that all who attended had a wonderful 
experience and it was so nice to see so 
many familiar faces and some new ones. 
The afternoon culminated in Afternoon 
Tea, a short distance away at the Royal 
Maritime Club and the Team there really 
did us proud. Although exhausted at the 
end of the day Jean, Christine and I were 
thoroughly delighted with the event. 
The day before the Pilgrimage Jean and I 
travelled over to the Isle of Wight to meet 
prospective members of a new section 
in Father Marcin’s parish. There were 20 
ladies there and we were treated to a three 

course meal which they had prepared for 
us, together of course with a glass or two of 
wine! We had a fantastic welcome and in 
fact seven of them came to the Pilgrimage 
the next day which was a real bonus – we 
wish them all the very best as our newest 
members of the League.
That, of course, was my last big event 
before my term of office finishes after the 
AGM in October. It has been quite a journey 
as only four months after I took office Covid 
struck and life became something we had 
never before experienced. We had already 
had our first, and only, face to face meeting 
with the Trustees and Executive and so the 
Launch of our CWL Magazine was already 
in the planning and that, I am pleased to 
say, has been a great success. It wasn’t long 
before we all realised that things were not 
going to get back to ‘normal’ any time soon 
and it was imperative that with members 
not being able to meet we needed to make 
sure we kept in touch somehow. And so we 
introduced the monthly newsletter and the 
Lenten Services. The success of the Lenten 
services gave us the confidence to hold our 

Jeanette with some of the rosaries to be distributed at the 
National Pilgrimage.
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AGM by Zoom in the Autumn and we had 
a tremendous response. Realising how well 
our members took to Zoom the Trustees 
offered to fund the annual subscription to 
Sections and Branches and this was very 
well received and I understand some of you 
still use this technology to communicate 
with your members. 
That first Christmas every member 
received a Christmas card to let them 
know that amidst all the uncertainty that 
the pandemic was bringing us they were 
remembered. Advent Services followed and 
then our first Spring Conference by zoom 
was opened to all members. Our first face 
to face AGM since I had taken office was 
held in November 2021 and it was an ideal 
opportunity to celebrate our charity, work 
and loyalty over the past 115 years. And we 
did celebrate! It was wonderful to see you 
all really enjoying the fun and camaraderie. 
It was also an opportunity to meet Father 
Marcin, our new Spiritual Director and he 
worked very hard over the weekend with his 
Wine o’clock on the Friday evening; a Prayer 
Walk before Breakfast on the Saturday 
and of course our AGM Mass. The year 
ended with the production of a one-off 
CWL calendar to celebrate 115 years of our 
wonderful League. One was sent to every 
member. 
Throughout my term of office Trustees and 
Executive have continued 
to meet every month by 
zoom to ensure CWL is 
kept very much to the 
fore. Of course, I could 
not finish summarising 
my time as your National 
President without thanking 
Elizabeth for her daily 
hymns on Facebook 
which she started when 
Covid struck and is still 
contributing daily – such 
a great commitment, 
Elizabeth.
My term of office has been 
very different to others in 

that I have been unable to come around 
the Sections and Branches to visit you all 
but I hope and pray that the CWL and its 
members will continue to flourish under the 
guidance of Siobhan, National President 
Elect and I wish her all the very best .
I could not finish without giving you a 
knitting project! Last year at the AGM 
I gave each member there a knitted 
guardian angel to take away and hang on 
their Christmas tree to remember loved 
ones lost during the Pandemic. My Section 
are expanding that this year by  asking 
all our Catholic Churches in Jersey to join 
us by erecting a tree through November 
and December on which to hang Guardian 
angels which we are encouraging members 
of each church or relatives and friends to 
knit . These angels will be sold for £1 each 
and the proceeds will go to our Section 
nominated charity for this year. Not only 
will it give Parishioners an opportunity to 
remember loved ones but it gets the CWL 
name out there and hopefully encourage 
new members to join us. The pattern was in 
issue 6 of the Magazine. 
May I thank each and every one of you for 
your support, your prayers and kind wishes
God bless you all.

Jeanette, National President

Jeanette with some of her family and Fr Marcin at the National Pilgrimage..
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Fr Norbert blesses the Jubilee Tree planted by 
Welwyn Garden City, Westminster Branch

St. Bartholomew’s Section, (Westminster Branch) had a tree planted 
in their Church Garden to celebrate three Jubilees: Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Platinum Jubilee, St. Bart’s Parish Diamond Jubilee and the Diamond 
Jubilee of St. Bart’s CWL Section. Despite having only £2.01 in our Section 
Account, a Cream Tea Session raised enough to buy a beautiful Weeping 
Cherry Tree. A second Cream Tea raised enough to buy a Plaque. The tree 
is planted outside the Church, which is on a corner, where it can be seen by 
all passers-by as well as parishioners. We are all delighted with it and very 
grateful to the faithful few who cope heroically in keeping it watered in this 
very hot weather.

On Saturday 11th June Hayling Island Section 
held an Afternoon Tea to commemorate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and as part of its 
fundraising year for the Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Air Ambulance. It was a great success and enjoyed 
by all. Thanks to a local hotel ‘Her Majesty’ was able 
to join us for the afternoon and had a photo-shoot 
at each table. One member sewed pretty summer 
bunting and joined other members in the kitchen 
making sandwiches and serving them along with scones, jam & cream 
and cakes, and of course endless cups of tea and coffee.  

At the Section’s annual strawberry 
tea, Birmingham Branch Spiritual 
Adviser, Fr Brendan Carrick, 
blessed the rose bush ‘Elizabeth’ 
to be planted outside St Michael’s 
church in Wolverhampton to   
commemorate Her Majesty in her 
Platinum Jubilee Year.  
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The intrepid ladies of 
Wolverhampton Section played 
host to around 100 Platinum 
Jubilee tea-party guests on Sunday 
5th June. The church hall rang 
with singing as all present joined 
Wulfruna Ladies Choir as they 
treated the assembled to songs 
from the decades, including The 
Rose, Bring Me Sunshine and 
Jerusalem. Donations of cakes, 
scones, sandwiches and that Jubilee 
trifle were enjoyed whilst our 
ubiquitous ladies served tea and 
coffee at each table. We only charged £10 per adult 
and £2 per child and net proceeds were over £1300!

Adeyfield Section’s tree planting took place on 
1st April. The tree is an Amelanchia Grandiflora 
Ballerina. A few members were able to be present 
and to help with planting. The second picture 

shows it flowering well two weeks later.

Members of 
Lymington Section 
attended their local 
RC Primary School 
and planted a cherry 
tree for their 50th 
Anniversary. It should 
have been last year 
but due to Covid it did not happen. The headteacher 
decided to plant a small orchard on the school field 
and members of the Parish donated quite a few trees 
including CWL Lymington.

Although there are no photographs Section members from Swindon, Lancing, Solihull, Dunmow, Westcliff, 
Woodford, Bridport Beaminster and Chideock, Wareham Wool and Lulworth, Cambridge, Crewe, 
Neston, Richmond and Cockfosters also planted trees to help support Her Majesty’s Green Canopy. 
Headquarters are sponsoring the planting out with rose trees of a new Shrine being built in the grounds of 
Portsmouth Cathedral.
Thank you, everyone!
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Another Pastoral Year is coming to an end and 
it’s time for Summer Holidays. I have to say it 
was a really good year and I thank God for all 
the graces granted for us. It was a year, when 
finally, I could meet many of You face to face 
at the AGM and a few weeks ago during our 
Pilgrimage to Portsmouth Cathedral. I meet 
many of You during our ZOOM sessions with 
‘Wine O’clock’, Living Rosary Groups (almost 6 
of them – which means almost 120 of You are 
involved) and our ‘Movie Nights’. Thank You 
all for your efforts - a sacrifice to be in touch in 
many ways, I am sure.

The last Pastoral year also has shown how 
many places in the world can still count on You, 
in many different ways. People in Ukraine; the 
soldiers and their families are still impressed 
about your generosity towards them. You 
have never met them, and You probably will 
realize in Heaven, how many lives were saved 
because of your merciful hearts and hands 
serving them in the way which not many have 
expected.

I write these words on the day of the official 
admission of many women of the Isle of 
Wight, who have decided to re-establish 
Catholic Women’s League in this beautiful 
Island – more women 
who would like to make 
a difference in this world 
through their prayers, help 
and mercy.

During July I took some 
children and youth of 
our Parish to Lisieux, the 
home of St Thérèse. In this 
special place, I promise You 
I will pray for all of You and 
all your intentions. And, I 
beg You to pray for me as 
in the first half of August 
I approached Ukraine’s 
border again to share with 
them everything the people 
of goodwill entrusted me 
with.

In Portsmouth Cathedral I asked You in the 
homily to always be sure that we are in the 
state of sanctifying grace, because then all 
our good actions and merciful deeds are 
multiplied by God received by us in The Holy 
Eucharist with pure hearts. Without Him, we 
can do nothing (John 15:5), but with Him we 
can ‘move the mountains’. So, please let us be 
ever watchful to cherish also the Sacrament of 
Confession in our journey of faith.

May the next Pastoral Year 2022/23 assure us 
about everything that we have we achieved 
individually and all together through God’s 
grace and all His Saints’ intercessions. 

With prayers and humbly asking for yours,

Fr Marcin 

Dear Ladies 
and your beloved ones.
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Yes, the members of Morpeth Direct Section have 
just celebrated their 60th Anniversary, thanks to the 
dedication of members past and present. People 
like Maureen Owen, one of our first members to 
take on a National role as Communications Officer 
and Elphin Conroy became the National Treasurer 
and that work continued when Margaret Valentine 
was in charge of the CWL finances. When Margaret 
was finishing her time as Treasurer - as if she hadn’t 
done enough - she was elected as our 
National President. We are all so proud of 
Margaret’s achievements and of course the 
dedication of all our Section members.
We continue to play a role in the life and 
future of the CWL, whether it is making 
the tea and coffee for Parish events or 
organising events on a bigger scale. We 
have organised Sponsored walks, knit-ins, 
cake bakes, prayer walks and town trails.  
However, life is better having a mixture 
of prayer, service and fun. To this end 
we enjoy the company and friendship 
of likeminded women and we are truly 
blessed with every member of Morpeth 
Section. 
Over the years we have been fortunate 
to have the opportunity to travel the 
length and breadth of the country, 
attending National Councils (later AGM), 
Study Days and National Pilgrimages. 
We have also had our day travelling on 
the back of a waggon - Morpeth Fair 
Day, winning the prestigious cup. Some 
of you might remember when we took 
to the stage at the National Council to 
the tune ‘One singular sensation’ after 
Catherine McAnany enlisted the help of a 
professional choreographer.
And here are some of the many  things 
we do at home remembered fondly by us 
- every member put at least one stich into 
our Section Banner, Advent and Rosary 

services, Rich-man Poor-man lunches, Pate and 
Pudd Evenings, various talks, visiting various places 
in our beautiful county, themed fun evenings and 
we once had a Concert Party, entertaining many 
groups in the town. And so our work for the League 
continues …

Elizabeth Dixon,  
Morpeth Direct Section

We are still going strong…

Jubilee Celebrations  

Happy 60th  Birthday celebrations
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Dorset Branch celebrated Sts Peter and Paul with 
mass at Lulworth Castle Chapel. The Catholic Weld 
family were permitted by George III in 1786 to build 
“a mausoleum” and the chapel became a place for 
public Catholic worship ever since. The present Weld 
family have been allowing the CWL special use for 
many years. Following the sung mass celebrated 
by Fr Tim Lewis members enjoyed a picnic in the 
beautiful  and peaceful grounds of the Castle where 
in a month’s time Camp Bestival will be taking over, 
Dorset’s answer to Glastonbury.     Branch members at Lulworth Chapel         

Dorset Branch celebrated Sts Peter and Paul with two members of Branksome 
and Parkstone Section taking their hand-made gifts for the 39 First Holy 
Communion children in the parish to show at the Dorset Branch Annual 
Review.  They knitted little pouches which will each contain a rosary. They 
adapted an idea from the World Day of Prayer committee: prayer squares to 
be knitted  to send to soldiers in Afghanistan. 5000 prayer pouches were sent 
out with the prayers of the knitters and many of the soldiers put them in their 
helmets. Our members suggested that this idea could be adapted for other 
purposes, such as for prisoners. The knitting pattern can be supplied.

Carol Gregory,  
Dorset Branch

Dorset and Devon Branches gathered 
once again on pilgrimage to Our Lady 
of Buckfast. Mass was celebrated in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel by the Abbot 
Fr David Charlesworth, as our Bishop 
Mark O’Toole, has been appointed 
Archbishop of Cardiff. At the beginning 

of mass the Sections 
joined the grand 
parade around the 
Green with banners 
aloft entering at the 
grand West door. Our 
neighbouring UCM 
President, Lorraine 
Richards, joined us for 
mass and the cream 
tea afterwards.
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Wednesday 22nd June was a beautiful warm 
and sunny day and by 1:30 St John’s Cathedral 
was almost full of Catholic Women’s League 
members and partners and guests who had 
come from all over England for this National 
Pilgrimage Celebratory Holy Memorial Mass 
of Our Lady of the Rosary. The service began 
with a procession of banners, led by National 
President, Jeanette carrying the National 
banner. Next came the celebrants. It was 
wonderful to see Bishop Peter Doyle back with 
us again as Principal Celebrant. He was joined 
by the Cathedral Dean Canon P J Smith, our 
CWL National Chaplain Fr Marcin Drabik and 
Fr Francis Sasinowski. Bishop Peter welcomed 
us all and our distinguished guests to this 
celebration. He said it was a joy to join us 
and that he had missed us. The organ music 
and Elizabeth Upsher’s beautiful lead singing 
contributed greatly to the occasion. 

National Treasurer, Christine read the First 
Reading, Elizabeth sang the Responsorial Psalm, 
Fr Sasinowski read the Gospel and Fr Marcin 
gave the Homily, the theme of which was 
Grace. He began by saying that he had been 
in the priesthood for 23 years but had never 
preached in the presence of a Bishop before. 
He spoke about Thomas Moore and his letters 
to Margaret, his daughter, in which he spoke 
about grace and hope for the future. Fr Marcin 
encouraged us to keep in a state of grace and 
not to let others lose God’s grace. He spoke 
movingly about his visits to the battlefields of 
Ukraine – he felt he had to get there as fast as 
possible to give support to those dying, to hear 
their confessions and plead for them to forgive 
their enemies and experience sanctifying grace. 
When we say the Rosary for our intentions and 
say, Hail Mary, full of grace we are carrying 
on the faith that Thomas Moore and others 
died for. Grace can renew us by working in us 
and through us to do God’s work, through the 
sacraments or charitable deeds. 

Jean read the bidding prayers. Jeanette and 
Veronica took up the offertory gifts. After 

Communion, Jeanette and Elizabeth sang 
together ‘The Lord Bless you and keep you’. 
Before Bishop Peter gave us the Solemn 
Blessing, Jeanette thanked everyone for 
coming. Gary Smith, Chief Executive Officer of 
the Medaille Trust, Jeanette’s chosen charity 
as President, was presented with a cheque for 
£13,620 by Christine being the total amount 
CWL members had raised for the Medaille. Fr 
Marcin thanked the CWL for the donations that 
had allowed him to take medicines to Ukraine 
and to give sacraments on the battlefield. 
He was amazed by members’ generosity that 
totalled £7,200. He is going back to Ukraine 
again in August for two weeks. Fr Marcin had 
bought Rosary bracelets for everyone to take 
home and these were blessed by Bishop Peter 
– May we be filled with grace and continue 
to serve you with our service to one another. 
Bishop Peter said he had been so excited with 
the spirit of the Catholic Women’s League filling 
the cathedral at the beginning of Mass, that he 
had forgotten to welcome all those watching 
online and welcomed them now. 

After the Solemn Blessing members collected 
their Rosaries and made their way to the 
Royal Maritime Club, which was about a 
fifteen-minute walk away, for afternoon tea. 
It was great to see so many people together, 
especially those we hadn’t seen for quite a 
while. Unfortunately, some people had not been 
able to attend because of the train strike and 
worries about not being able to get home at 
the end of the day. The sandwiches and cakes 
were delicious and the tea just kept coming. 
We ate and drank and chatted for a couple of 
hours and then we all drifted away. Some of 
us were staying another night or two in hotels 
in Portsmouth which turned out to be a good 
place to be with the beautiful weather and lots 
of bars and restaurants around the harbour. 

Thank you, Jeanette for organising such a 
wonderful pilgrimage!

Sue Arthur, Northampton Branch
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Thank you, all who enabled the President’s 
Pilgrimage to Portsmouth to take place. It 
was a wonderful occasion, and despite the 
travel difficulties and complications it was 
so rewarding to see many members from 
around the country making the journey. 

After the last two years it was so enjoyable 
to meet face to face again. The Mass was 
joyful, so pleased to speak with Bishop 

Peter again and to see Fr Marcin in person. 
He has such vitality!

Thank you so much for the Mass books and for the lovely Rosary 
bracelets. We are all thrilled with them and I wore mine today at our 

Branch meeting. Please thank Fr Marcin for his very kind gesture. 

That was wonderful and
thank you so much for making it

possible to view online live.
The atmosphere could be felt even 
though I wasn’t there in person.
Again, my thanks and well done.

Thank you for the link for the Pilgrimage Mass which 
was such so lovely and so good to see Bishop Peter 
again.  I was so impressed with Fr Marcin’s homily 
- he had me in tears.  We are all so sorry to have 

missed it but this was the next best thing and I am 
sure Jeanette felt so pleased with howeverything 

went.  We pray you all got home safely.
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It was a wonderful
faith filled occasion and the

witness of Charity, Loyalty andWork 
was positively tangible. Well done to 

you and your team for arranging
and delivering an
unforgettable day. 

The Mass was so special - I can’t remember when I last 
attended a concelebrated Mass! The banner procession, 
music, prayers and Fr. Marcin’s sermon were highlights 

for me. Thanks for the rosary bracelets, a special 
memento of the day and a lovely link to the theme of 

the Mass and the rosaries we said for Queen’s Platinum 
gift too. It was so lovely to meet many members from 

around the country and share a delicious afternoon tea. 
We were blessed with the weather too! Hopefully all 
members got home safely - despite the rail strike!

The pilgrimage was a grand success! I was extremely 
impressed with the organisation, and it was really 
in planning the pilgrimage which have attracted a 
great deal of attention and praise. I know how you 
all spent many months planning the event - and it 
showed. I especially liked the liturgy and the Mass 
setting of Our Lady of the Rosary. The flowers were 

gorgeous, and they are still looking fresh at Our 
Lady’s Chapel, after being on the main altar for 

several days after the pilgrimage. 

Thank you to all involved in making 22nd June 2022 a very 
special day.  It was really nice to catch up with many familiar 

faces once again. Thanks also to Father Marcin for the 
rosary, something I will treasure as my father is buried in a 
Commonwealth War Cemetery in Poland. A truly happy day 

beginning with concelebrated Mass, followed by a most enjoyable 
tea and the bonus of being blessed with good weather.
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Our group was absolutely delighted 
by the day! Our thanks go to you all 
involved in the organisation of the 

event.

So special to be amongst so many 
League friends for a memorable day.

What an amazing service, 
spiritually uplifting and very 
moving. I wish l could have 

been with you all.
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It was a really lovely
Pilgrimage. The mass was amazing

and it was so good seeing Bishop Peter 
again looking so well. The Tea was 

excellent and the hotel staff were efficient 
and friendly Thanks to you all for such 

hard work in making it a wonderful 
Pilgrimage.

Thank you for inviting me to the Afternoon Tea which 
I enjoyed very much. I have this mission of looking for 
a suitable person to revive CWL Portsmouth which had 

to close due to the president re-locating to another 
Diocese. I will also fill you in with the progress of the 
grotto being constructed by Fr Nishan. It has been a 

pleasure working with you and thank you once again 
for your kindness. With all good wishes. 
Lily Peach Secretary St John’s Cathedral

It really was such a wonderful day and how 
considerate to be in the south after travelling to 
the north last time. Both York and Portsmouth 

Pilgrimages were very special days for the League.
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Living Rosary Groups
The Living Rosary was first founded by 
Venerable Pauline Marie Jaricot at Lyon, 
France in 1826. She was only 27 years old 
and was a close friend of St. John Vianney. 
The Living Rosary Association was approved 
and heartily supported by Pope Gregory XVI. 
In 1832 the association received official 
canonical status.
The beauty of a Living Rosary is that it is a 
“perpetual Rosary.” That means the Rosary is 
continually being prayed among the group. 
Together, all participants pray the full Rosary 
each day. Across CWL, someone is invoking 
our Mother, asking her to watch over our cares 
and concerns.
 Fr Marcin invites all members of the League 
to join him in an opportunity to pray together 
in a Living Rosary Group on the 8th day of 
each month at 8pm. At the moment, there are 
6 Groups of 20 members:
The Immaculate Conception Group (20 
members from across the League) co-
ordinator – Fr Marcin.
Holy Rood (20 members of Swindon Direct 
Section) co-ordinator – Julia Arkell
Our Lady Help of Christians (20 members 
from Farnborough & Fleet) co-ordinator – 
Kate Boardman
Our Lady Star of the Sea (20 members from 
Lowestoft Section and Parishioners) co-
ordinator – Janet Brooks
Sacred Heart (20 members from Exeter 
Section (co-ordinator – Margaret Leonard)
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (12 members 
mainly Brentwood Branch) co-ordinator – 
Veronica Cross
While Fr Marcin commits to leading prayer 
and the Rosary on the evening of the 8th 
of every month, it is understood that not all 
members are able to join his zoom meetings. 
Although it is very uplifting to pray together, 
members can still be a vital part of CWL’s 
chain of prayer by saying the Rosary at 
a time and place to suit themselves. The 
important point is that all 20 members of the 

Group pray their 
assigned decade 
each day.
You can so easily 
join a Group (Our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Succour is seeking 
8 members) or 
even start a Living 
Rosary Group of your own. Please contact Fr 
Marcin on mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.
uk or National Secretary on natsec@cwlhq.
org.uk 
Julia, from the Holy Rood Group comments:  
We were fortunate in the Swindon Section 
to be able to form our group within a couple 
of weeks of Fr Marcin’s invitation.  Some 
members have prayed the rosary daily for 
years;  others have always found it a difficult 
devotion.  One of the latter group told us 
that the living rosary commitment has led 
her to an understanding and love of the 
rosary. Another has found that through 
contemplating the same mystery day after 
day, she enters into it more deeply.  At the 
monthly meeting, we each receive a card 
with a simple illustration of the mystery that 
we are to pray that month. Those who are 
absent are contacted that day to confirm 
which is their next mystery. The card is a 
reminder by the bedside or in the hand bag 
of our commitment to the prayer and to 
one another. Keeping each other in prayer 
daily has strengthened our bond. 

Personal Message from
Father Marcin Drabik 

Dear Pilgrims,

I would like to thank you all so 
much for attending this Pilgrimage 
today and as a memento of this 
special occasion please accept this 
Rosary Bracelet which I have brought 
to you from Poland. I hope you will wear always. 

God bless you all
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FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews
From March 2020, our Section, like all others, had to navigate lockdowns, free zoom, paid up 
zoom, until we could at last meet face to face again in July 2021. By then we had used up most 
of our accumulated ‘wealth’ on our regular charities and Holy Mass offerings, hoping that, after 
Christmas, normal life would resume. 
But it never rains but it pours. Come January 2022, due to planned renovation work in our parish 
of St Elizabeth, our normal meeting-room could not be used for several months! Impoverished and 
homeless, our Section then benefited from a series of  events which, in retrospect, look very much 
like so many blessings from Our Lord.
In January our meeting took place at Angela’s, one of our members’ houses, and, marvellously, our 
attendance proved to be one of the best in years. Maybe adversity had focused our minds? In that 
same month, Joanna Bogle, a many-talented historian, journalist and good friend of CWL (see 
CWL Magazine 7, p.15), suggested speaking at one of our meetings. We welcomed her offer.
In February, another member Jane who was going to host our Annual Review, was hit by Covid. 
This was the milder form of the virus, but nevertheless it did not seem 
fair to all pile into her home as she was just recovering. Where to meet 
instead? An angel pointed us in the direction of St Margaret’s of Scotland, 
across the Thames, which would become our provisional home for the next 
four months. At our Annual Review we were delighted to welcome a new 
member, Catharine Dean, who also accepted the role of Treasurer. Many 
of our readers will know her mother, Pamela who was a founder member 
of our Section in 1961 and is still a very active CWL member.
In March, we learned about Father Marcin’s trip to the Ukrainian border. 
Could we gather our meagre forces and support him? Joanna Bogle 
was happy for her talk to provide us with a focus to attract people more 
widely. Father Peter, at St Margaret’s, supported us immediately and 
suggested that we should extend our event to meet his parishioners after 
the morning Masses on the following Sunday.
The scope of the day soon widened: in addition to Joanna’s talk, there 
would be a sale of cakes, a raffle, a bring-and-buy. Friends and friends 
of friends made generous donations of money, cakes, raffle-prizes. 
Filomena Gonzales, donated some of her beautiful 
teddy-bears to help Ukraine even though she usually 
reserves them to raise funds for cancer research.
The turn-out on the day (April 21st) was 
disappointing. We had known all along that our timing 
was not the best. However, thanks to our donors and 
the sales on the Sunday morning, we managed to 
send Father Marcin about six times as much as we had 
anticipated!

Hallelujah!

Aline Cook, 
Richmond Section Southwark Branch

Friend of the Section, 
Filomena Gonzales

Richmond ladies enjoying tea at the National 
Prilgrimage.
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FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews
WE ARE BACK!  The ladies of Winchester CWL are back doing their monthly soup and pud 
lunches. 
Somethings are the same - 5 delicious home made soups and a selection of lovely desserts, and 
the debate around thick or runny custard…! Somethings have changed, tongs for the rolls and 
fewer chairs around the tables. 
The soup and pud lunch is an important part of the CWL and parish calendar. It provides a safe 
and comfortable place for people to come and meet friends. If you come on your own there is 
always someone to sit with, someone to talk to and maybe the start of a new friendship. During 
the pandemic people were isolated and lonely, CWL needs to help people find the confidence to 
come out and meet people. If the CWL are doing it….it must be OK. 
When money is tight £5 buys 1 (or 2) bowls of homemade soup, roll, cheese, pickle, a choice 
of pudding - some naughty, some healthy and always one with custard! Tea or coffee and the 
bonus is no washing up! The money raised since December 2021 is £1,067 which has been 
donated to the Salvation Army for their Christmas appeal, the Winchester Samaritans, the Red 
Cross and CAFOD Ukraine appeals and the Winchester Young Carers. We support local, national 
and international charities during the year.
Post pandemic we realised many people were still lonely, rarely leaving their homes and that the 
CWL could provide an opportunity to encourage people to meet up, so the Wednesday coffee 
and cake mornings started. Timed to start after mass, it provides an opportunity for people to 
stay and meet others in a familiar and friendly environment. CWL provides the food that brings 
people together. It’s the opportunity to find someone to talk to, to find support and to relieve 
the loneliness many people are still feeling. 
The CWL has a role to place within the parish and local community to bring people together to 
support each other when times are difficult. Winchester CWL has found a way to support others 
and also bring pleasure to those knowing their food is being enjoyed by others. 

Sue Dailly, Winchester Section, Portsmouth Branch

On 15th June a group of members from Southwark Branch visited the shrine of Our Lady of 
Consolation and St. Francis in the village of West Grinstead, Sussex which is featured on the July page 
of our CWL calendar.  A warm sunny day gave us the chance to picnic in the welcome shade of the 
great trees which surround this Gothic Revival church, in whose churchyard the poet Hilaire Belloc is 
buried.
This is the first shrine in honour of Our Lady to be established in England since before the Reformation, 
which it survived despite persecution. Catholic 
worship continued in the area, albeit at great risk to 
the recusant landowners who made their properties 
available for this purpose. During our visit we 
were able to climb the steep spiral staircase in the 
surviving part of the original manor house, to see the 
tiny ‘secret chapel’ and adjoining priest’s hole.
Our Branch Chaplain Fr. Bryan Wells came with us on 
the trip and said both Mass and Benediction in the 
church. We also explored the Rosary Way which is set 
among the trees and spent a restful time in a place 
where echoes of persecution and political turbulence 
inform, but do not disturb, the peaceful present.

Gloria Brown, Southwark Branch
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In Dunmow we continue to flourish and at a recent meeting we posed questions to one another as 
to what we had learned over the past two years. We heard from one member that she had learned 
to give herself injections (for health reasons – sadly). Other members learned to zoom and use their 
technology on their tablets; another learned how to make face masks – all monies raised going to 
Macmillan and church funds -  another sewing scrubs and another learned how to make pasta - and 
yes, demonstrations on the way! Another member is learning how to spin wool, make felt and make 
brooches to sell at the AGM maybe! And then there was also making bunting balls for our Jubilee 
Celebrations. But here in Essex, haute couture took on a whole new meaning with the creation of 
exclusive custom fitted, high end fashion design constructed by hand from start to finish! And then 
our latest venture - digging holes and planting trees – yes our walnut nut tree planted in our church 
grounds for the Queen’s Jubilee. 
We have learned patience as one member said – well, all of us but one of course! And we enclosed a 
piece from our local newspaper regarding 
the monies raised for the Ukrainian Project. 
So yes, we do advertise our work, as we 
have always done, but as is mentioned in 
our recent ‘list’ of suggestions sent out to 
everyone on how to broaden our image in 
the community we made a greater effort. 
We are learning as we speak how to sew/
stitch a patchwork wall hanging recording 
our experiences depicting being a cwl 
member (these will have to be edited 
of course) in celebration of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee – maybe to go in our 
church, maybe hidden in some corner, 
straight in the wpb! Or it may end up in the 
V & A of course!
Dunmow Section, Brentwood Branch

Two ladies in Welwyn Garden City Section reached 
80 years young!  We planted a tree for the Queen’s 
Jubilee Green Canopy and we had a Defibrillator 
installed on the church wall. Our Cheese/Wine and 
Quiz evenings are always a success with great fun. 

Sally Rand, WGC Section, Westminster Branch

FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews
Cottingham members did a POSH Lunch 
for Branch Funds on 13th July and a 
week later our Branch Treasurer hosted a 
Strawberry Tea in her garden, again for 
Branch Funds (scones courtesy of Branch 
Secretary, cakes Branch President).
Our brilliant Branch Secretary undertook 
a 100 mile Sponsored Walk for the 
Medaille Trust despite illness and 
treatment. She raised £520 through 
members and her family. This just 
managed to be included in the cheque 
our National President presented to the 
Medaille Trust CEO at the end of the 
Pilgrimage Mass.

Elizabeth Rodgers, Middlesbrough 
Branch
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FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews

On the May Month in our CWL Calendar you will see 
the Church of the Immaculate Conception & St Egwin. 
Birmingham Branch make a pilgrimage every year on 
the first Wednesday of May. Here can be found the first 
recorded Marian shrine in England where a humble 
swineherd, Eof, beheld Our Lady who thence appeared to 
the Bishop, Egwin. This year we were thrilled to be back 
and enjoyed the delights of the town (and lunch) before 
repairing to the church for Rosary at 2.30pm followed 
by our procession and Holy Mass, led by our chaplain, Fr 
Brendan Carrick assisted by Fr Stephen Squires. We enjoyed 
a bring and share afternoon tea in the hall afterwards. Do 
join us next May if you can - email Sarah for further details.

Wolverhampton Work Wonders for Ukrainian Church - 
proving that CWL ladies don’t hang around when needs 
must, Wolverhampton Section organised a Charity Craft 
Fayre with a rapid turnaround and presented £800 to the 
local Ukrainian Church in the city on May 7th. Local crafters 
leaped at the chance to participate and generous donations 
of cakes and savouries kept visitors happy at the ‘cafe’.

Sarah Andrews, Wolverhampton Section and Birmingham Branch President

Some of the CWL 
ladies on the 
day and Branch 
President, Sarah, 
with Neville 
and his wife 
representing the 
Ukrainian church.

On Monday 11th April Eileen and Clare presented Gregory 
Hogan of Stella Maris with 60 Easter Eggs donated by CWL 
Lymington, a few were also given by the parish so there were 
probably about 80 altogether. These eggs were being taken to 
Southampton for Seafarers who come to the Port.
And here is the wonderful reply:
Please would you pass our great thanks to everyone in CWL 
Lymington for their fantastic response to our appeal for Easter 
Eggs. Your kind efforts enabled us to keep our centre at Fawley 
looking very festive. Visiting seafarers couldn’t believe we were 
offering them gifts and their responses were delightful! We do 
greatly value all the prayers and support you offer seafarers, 
and we always fondly remember our visits to you.
With best wishes, Mr Charles Stuart, Regional Port Chaplain, Southampton and Southern Ports

 National Secretary Jean Clarke, Birmingham 
Branch President Sarah Andrews, Branch 
Chaplain Fr Carrick, Past National President 
Margaret Richards.
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RETURN OF THE LENT RETREAT TO BRENTWOOD BRANCH - It has been three years since the 
ladies of Brentwood Branch have been able to gather together for a retreat. The day was Saturday 
26th March. The place was Christ the Eternal High Priest in Gidea Park. The time was 11.00am. The 
format included a talk by the parish priest Rev Dr Adrian Graffy, then after lunch, stations of the cross 
and the hours.
Fr. Adrian talked about the seismic changes that have occurred in the past few years with the 
pandemic and war in Ukraine. He talked about our response 
especially to the war. He highlighted the recent feasts of St. 
Joseph and the Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, suggesting that we consider what their reactions would be.
We then discussed our own thoughts on these issues.  He told us 
the history behind the installation of the new stations of the cross 
by Nico Venzo and the unique bronze statues of Mary and Joseph 
by Dario Caruso from Italy, in the church at Gidea Park. 
A lunch of homemade soups and 
rolls was very well received and 
after plenty of opportunity for 
catching up with old friends we 
retired to the Church for Stations 
and the afternoon hours. Fr. has 
produced a discussion about 
praying the hours on www.
whatgoodnews.org to encourage 
us to explore this resource on the 
app. Universalis Liturgy of the 
Hours and Mass. Search the App 
store.
And then we retired to the hall for hot cross buns, tea and more socializing. It was a relaxed spiritual 
occasion enjoyed by all.

Hilary Wraight, Brentwood Branch President

FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews

At Swindon’s July meeting the Section bade farewell to Gertrude who is moving to Houston after 
being a member for only 12 months. But in that short time Gertrude came to know what indeed 
makes CWL so special. Chairman, Noreen , shares a few words from Gertrude which she feels 
beautifully expresses what we, in all the Sections and Branches,  feel about the League:	
Thank you all very much for the warm and wonderful farewell. The Swindon Section was my other 
home and I always looked forward to coming for a 
meeting, you ladies are such a good laugh. You do the 
most amazing work and hearing what you have done 
as a group, and also as individuals, was challenging me 
each day to do better. I have never met people that are 
always thriving to help others and live right as much 
as you ladies, you are such an inspiration and I wish 
everyone could see what you do.
Please stay in touch, I will and will Zoom when I can. 
You are all in my prayers too.
Cheerio, Gertrude

Noreen Bint, Swindon Direct Section
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Earlier in the year, three members of the Exeter Section visited 
the Christian Resources Exhibition South West at Westpoint 
Exhibition Centre in Exeter. It was an excellent event in every 
way - the only sadness was that the Catholic Church was not 
represented. The venue was warm and welcoming from the 
moment we stepped through the door there was an atmosphere 
of Christian love.  As well as over 100 stands there were lectures 
throughout the day and church music from time to time.
On arrival we searched the list of exhibitors and the exhibition 
floor to see if there was any Catholic involvement. Our hopes 
were raised when we saw mention of The Holy Family Church in Oxford and we searched out the stall. 
In a sense we were disappointed – it was being run by a very personable Anglican lady vicar who told 
us she was also licensed to conduct services in just about every denomination except Roman Catholic. 
Our disappointment was soon replaced by admiration at her account of the vigorous ecumenical 
programme she conducts in her parish. She regretted that she couldn’t have closer links with the Catholic 
Church although she said up until Covid she had worked closely with the local Catholic parish priest.
There were several other exhibitors that were of interest. There was a firm that produced puppets 
for use in children’s liturgy, there were several about developing more sustainable aids to worship, 
an organisation called Mission Aviation Fellowship whose stand included a real live light aircraft, an 
example of those that bring the Gospel as well as material help to inaccessible parts of the world. 
A stand that might interest members outside the South West was Lee Abbey. It is a small Christian 
community in Lynton North Devon which hosts and operates many facilities including retreats, summer 
camps, and conferences as well as accommodation for families and small groups to have a restorative 
break in a Christian setting.  Search “Lee Abbey” for more details. 
One very striking stand which impressed us all was being run by a C of E lady vicar. The area contained 
a lovely floral display and it is her ministry to help couples who want to be married in church, but 
thought they were excluded. She dispels myths surrounding Anglican marriage and also helps with the 
practicalities. She obviously loved this particularly joyful ministry and had an extremely welcoming 
manner. She gained special fulfilment if married couples started to attend Church later. 
One stall called “Food Gives” run by The Barnabas Fund, an international, interdenominational 
Christian aid agency based in Coventry, supports Christians who face discrimination or persecution as 
a consequence of their faith. It was established in 1993. As well as prayer they send basic food stuffs 
to places where money cannot be sent, and it does this by collecting small amounts of dried foodstuffs 
from individuals and groups such as CWL Sections and forwarding them to where they are needed. Go to 
www.food.gives/gb (Copy and paste into Google) for full details of how to get involved. We recommend 
that you go to a CRE if one comes near to you. 

Margaret Leonard, Julia Simpson and Frances Canning, Exeter Section

Sending off the final 
33 backpacks to the 
Mary’s Meals project 
and celebrating the 
Jubilee!
Chester Section, 
Shrewsbury Branch 

FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews
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OUR LADY’S DAY - On Saturday 21st May Our Lady 
Help of Christians, Farnborough Section, held a  day 
of devotion to Our Lady. The day began by welcoming 
Fr Tom Grufferty, our spiritual director for the day. We 
celebrated Holy Mass with the crowning of the statue 
of Our Lady. Personal petitions were taken up at the 
offertory & all accompanied by hymns to Our Lady. 
A break for coffee was followed by a very interesting 
presentation by Fr Tom on the Knock Shrine and 
its history with a session of questions & answers. A 
buffet lunch was welcomed by all. Returning to the 
church for the Rosary & time for quiet reflection, 
we all lit a candle for our intentions. A prayerful, 
meaningful day was enjoyed by all including members from two other sections of Portsmouth 
Branch who were able to join us.

Eileen Brown, Farnborough Section, Portsmouth Branch

During the COVID Lockdown Period in 2021 – Section 
ladies knitted squares from which we intended to make 
blankets and donate to a suitable charity when the 
Lockdown was over. Then the Invasion of Ukraine came 
upon us and we decided to investigate how we could 
get our blankets to those in need in the Ukraine.
We were able to make in excess of 60 blankets 
suitable for babies and children. We also liaised with 
our Polish friends in the Community and contributed 
to the purchase of shoes for Ukrainian Orphans who 
had been brought out of Ukraine and who are now 
safely in care in Poland.
Liaising with our contacts within the Polish Community in North London and 
Western Enfield we met to see how best we could help the situation in the Ukraine. The Red Cross 
gave us excellent advice about packing the items including labelling & suitable boxes. We were 
allowed to use Red Cross markings on our boxes, which were allocated space on a Transport 
Lorry owned by a Polish Company in Enfield. Their drivers were to take the goods to Poland on 
our behalf. The Ferry costs for the Truck were expensive.    
However, our polish contacts negotiated a good price for 
their truck, which they generously paid for.
The Red Cross & Polish Authorities advised that it was 
too dangerous to go into the Ukraine & that it was highly 
unlikely the vehicle would be allowed across the border. A 
Refugee Camp had been set up near the Polish /Ukraine 
border at a place called Medyka which is about 80kms from 
the border. This Camp remains operational.
Section Ladies continue to knit squares for more blankets 
which will be needed in the forthcoming winter months.

Mary Jackson, Cockfosters Section, Westminster Branch 

FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews
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FROM AROUND THE BRANCHESNews
WE WELCOME OUR NEWEST SECTION ON THE 
ISLE OF WIGHT - At the Inaugural Mass and Meeting 
of CWL Isle of Wight Section, Portsmouth Branch 
Fr Marcin inducted 13 new members of the CWL on 
Saturday 23rd July 2022. After lunch we appointed 3 
officers: Chair - Sue Mackett; Treasurer - Mary Simpson; 
Secretary - Shania Steele 
Elaine Hudgell presented details of the Across Charity 
(Group 1905 from the Island), whose aim is to provide 
transport and support to take those with special care 
needs by Jumbulance to Lourdes next Easter.  It costs 
£950 for each VIP. The Section unanimously agreed 
to adopt the charity for this year and will consider ways to raise funds, including a concert and 
hamper raffles. We also discussed first ideas for a banner for our Section and it was agreed that 
although there will be no official meeting in August we will look to run a workshop to further 
develop these ideas and make the banner. Angela Hewkin will invite a colleague to run the session 
and will advise the date in due course.  
The patterns kindly provided by Jeanette have been forwarded to the members and the hope is to 
start putting together a poppy wreath when we meet in 
September.  Members also felt that individual poppies 
could be sold at church but monies received should be 
paid to the Royal British Legion for their Poppy Appeal. 
Meetings will be set for the second Saturday of the 
month, recommencing on 10th September.  We are 
fortunate to have Mass at 11am, prior to the meetings, 
with Adoration from 10am and the Holy Rosary and 
Benediction from 10.30am for those who would like 
to attend. The meetings will start around 12pm and 
members can bring their own lunches, with hot and cold 
drinks supplied.  
Several members expressed an interest in joining the 
AGM in October and numbers will be confirmed by 31st July.  
Fr Marcin kindly took a photo of us all and you can see our motley crew here! Thank you, ladies for 
a wonderful meeting and wonderful company!

Sue Mackett, Isle of Wight Section Portsmouth Branch

SUNDAY 23rd OCTOBER 2022, 11.30 am 
MASS FOLLOWED BY TREE PLANTING 
CEREMONY AND BUFFET LUNCH.
You are cordially invited to join  
Westcliff Section Catholic Women’s League 
in celebrating 100 years of work in our parish 
community.
Please RSVP to evupsher@gmail.com
or 18 Fairmead Avenue, Westcliff-on-Sea,  
Essex SS0 9RX by 31 st July 2022

CWL WESTCLIFF SECTION CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
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CAFOD’s 60th Anniversary 
year Mass was a wonderful 
celebration where Bishop Tom 
Williams from the Archdiocese 
of Liverpool and Father Mark 
Odion celebrated Mass at St. 
George’s Catholic Cathedral 
on 10th June. CWL National 
President, Jeanette, was sorry 
she could not attend but the 
League was represented by 
Mrs Siobhan Garibaldi  
(CWL National President Elect), 
Mrs Doreen Pooley  
(CWL Past National President), 
Mrs Elizabeth Upsher  
(CWL Past National President),  

Mrs Veronica Cross (Brentwood 
Branch), Mrs Marie Potter and 
Mrs Kath Tomlin (Southwark 
Branch), Mrs Veronica 
Comparini and Mrs Wendy 
Casey (Westminster Branch) 
and Mrs Eileen Brown and  Mrs 
Helen Priestley (Portsmouth 
Branch). 
Siobhan said, “It was 
wonderful to be there and 
the super singing by the 
London Gospel Choir and so 
many lovely people to chat 
to, including our incredible 
CWL ladies, made it a truly 
wonderful event to attend”.

From l to r: Joan Hodge UCM, Christine 
Allen Director CAFOD, Margaret Clark 
NBCW, Siobhan Garibaldi CWL

After a COVID-enforced break of over two years, Catholic Women Praying Together gathered for Mass 
on 28th April at the Jesuit Church of the Immaculate Conception in Farm Street, London.
The Mass was celebrated by the Rt Rev John Sherrington, Auxiliary Bishop in the Archdiocese of 
Westminster. The main intention was to pray for our young people, as well as all the people suffering 
in Ukraine and other war-torn parts of the world. In his homily Bishop John spoke about how war 
divides families, with the men called up to fight and the women and children having to cope, living in 
fear and poverty .
Mass was followed by freshly-brewed tea and coffee in the Arrupe Hall at Farm Street, providing time 
to catch up with friends. Anne Emblem spoke about how Catholic Women Praying Together came into 
being, following on from the Catholic Women of the Year luncheon, which recognised and celebrated 
the work of ‘ordinary’ Catholic women in their parishes around the country. After the Golden Jubilee in 
2018, it was felt that a new direction was needed, something to build on the past 50 years and to be 
firmly rooted in prayer. And what better way of achieving this 
than coming together in the celebration of Mass? Marie Potter 
(3rd from right in picture) spoke of how CWL supports and 
prays for women working in the church. ‘We pray for women’s 
role in the church and how we support the church and the 
clergy’, she said.
Please watch out for any information coming your way from 
Catholic Women Praying Together.

Marie Potter, Southwark Branch (3rd from right in picture)

Catholic Women Praying Together
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On the 13th May 2022, Maria Lía Zervino, 
Servidora, President General of the World 
Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations 
(WUCWO) was appointed by Pope Francis 
to the Dicastery for Bishops together with 
two other women. The female members 
are Sister Raffaella Petrini, F.S.E., Secretary 
General of the Governorate of the Vatican 
City State; Sister Yvonne Reungoat, F.M.A, 
former Superior General of the Daughters 
of Mary Help of Christians; and, Dr. Maria 
Lia Zervino, President of the World Union 

of Catholic Women’s Organizations. The 
nomination of Dr. Zervino also marks the 
first appointment ever of a laywoman to the 
Vatican Dicastery.

Dear friends,
The next General Assembly is in Assisi, from 14 
to 20 May 2023, preceded on 13 May by an 
audience with Pope Francis in Rome, to which all 
the women of WUCWO are invited. We are very 
grateful to the Holy Father!
As his predecessors did, Pope Francis will address 
a message to us that we are to listen to personally 
and then pass on to all Catholic women around 
the world, so that together we can embody a 
Church “mother with an open heart”.
After that, we will have our General Assembly, the time and place where the heart of WUCWO 
beats the strongest, where the delegates of our organisations will have to show that they are 
able to meet each other as members of a synodal Church, receiving the Holy Spirit to listen and 
speak with parrhesia, to pray and reflect together, to discern and make decisions that will guide 
the future of WUCWO. 
All this will be in Assisi, the place where St. Francis was called by Jesus to restore the Church, 
where he was inspired to write the Canticle of the Creatures and from where he set out 
for Egypt to dialogue and seek peace with the sultan. All these Franciscan traits are the 
background to today’s magisterium: Evangelii gaudium, Laudato si’ and Fratelli tutti, which 
constitute our roadmap, together with Amoris laetitia and Gaudete et exsultate.
Dear friends, I dream that we will allow ourselves to be permeated by the atmosphere of Assisi 
and that our General Assembly will be like an oasis in our lives, so that, by the grace of God, we 
will make reality of the motto - I would almost say “prophetically” chosen by the Board around 
two years ago – “Women of WUCWO, artisans of human fraternity for world peace”.
We have 9 months ahead of us, which I place in the spiritual womb of Mary, Queen of Peace, 
so that she, our Mother, may lead us to give birth to our Assisi General Assembly in 2023.
Please receive my warmest regards,

María Lia Zervino, Servidora

WUCWO President appointed by the Pope


