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NATIONAL
PRESIDPENT

Well, it has been a busy few months

in the League, both from a personal
point of view and in terms of strategy.
I know you are all aware that we either
recruit or die out and I am absolutely
determined that the latter will not
happen!

To that end, we have launched a

new website which you can access at
catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk or by
searching for CWL England and Wales
on a search engine. The new site is easy
to navigate and therefore easier for
prospective members to find out how
to join. You will now see a lot of articles
in the Catholic press with a link to the
‘How to Take Part’ section embodied in
the text.

We'll also get making a concerted effort
to contact every parish in England and
Wales to encourage them to start a
group if they haven't already got a CWL
Section or UCM Foundation. Pull-up
banners and cards that will help to
raise awareness of the League are also
filtering through the system.

On a personal level I have had the
pleasure of visiting lots of lovely ladies
around the country and cannot thank
them enough for their hospitality.

Just in the past week I have made a
flying visit to Jersey East Section and
to Arundel to see a wonderful team of

L)

members promoting the League at the
Carpet of Flowers at the cathedral there.
The camaraderie and joy that is so
evident when members meet is a major
selling point in persuading Catholic
ladies to start Sections in their parishes.

At the time of going to press, we still
haven’t heard about a replacement for
Fr Marcin, but will let you know as soon
as the Catholic Bishops Conference
report back. Please keep Fr Marcin in
your prayers.

So, onwards and upwards as they say!
We have much to look forward to and

I hope to meet as many members as
possible at High Leigh at our AGM in
October. In the meantime though, I
hope you have a very sunny, happy and
stress-free summer!

Stobhawn x National President

2 CWL National President siobhan.garibaldi@nt/world.com
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120 years of serving
Prisoners - Farniies - Communities

National Presidents Progect  2022-2025

Backpack

__di
A Cross III?IW Pocket

CWL has a wonderful history of good work SUGGESTED CONTENTS for the backpacks
reaching out to our brothers and sisters living could include men’s socks & pants,

on the margins of society. A new challenge for ~ toothbrush and toothpaste, soap and flannel
us now is to support Pact (The Prison Advice and deodorant, shampoo, nut-free energy

and Care Trust). We will
help those prisoners on
their release into the
community who are

left floundering with no
immediate support and
very few possessions —
including the necessities,
essential to one’s dignity
and self-worth.

After talking with Pact,
the plan for our national
project is to provide a
pack that can be handed
to prisoners on their
release. Each Section
wishing to participate
would gather the
contents listed below
and assemble the

packs themselves and

or chocolate bar,
notebook and pen and
a card with a message.

Any form of perishable
food is not to be
included, but it has
been suggested

that a food/hot

drink voucher could
be useful. Second-
hand backpacks or
drawstring bags in
good condition would
work well, but please
only put new pants,
socks, and toiletries in.

The other way in which
CWL is supporting
prisoners is with A
Cross in my Pocket.

HQ will then advise and provide support in . o
getting the packs to the prisons. However, if Crodd o 2 ::% poc'éet Vour. contribution

Sections feel that they could better support

the project by holding a fundraising event At the beginning of Lent CWL launched
and sending in the funds to HQ, then collation  the Cross in a Pocket scheme in partnership
and distribution of the backpacks can be with PACT (Prison Advisory Care Trust).

organised for you.

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ

Members and friends responded quickly and



started producing the
crosses which were then
packaged with a special
prayer written by Alison
Love and sent out to
Prison Chaplains around
the country.

Your contribution: To
date 12 prison Chaplains
have contacted me to
request Crosses in my
Pocket. I have been
able to send out just
over 900 with orders of
350 outstanding. Some
prisons only required

a few whilst a couple
requested several
hundred.

Their appreciation: In
one prison the crosses
were distributed by the
Chaplain to the prisoners
on Mothering Sunday.
They were given two each
enabling them to give one to their mothers
and keep the other one for themselves.

I received a card from one Chaplain, signed
by the Prisoners, thanking all the members of
the CWL. Some prisoners are wearing them,
others have them on their wall.

Here are just a few of the remarks on the card.

‘Thank you, I love it and will always keep it
with me. God Bless Kev.’ ‘Very appreciated
for the crosses you made, many thanks,
Brian.” ‘This was very nice of all of you with
my kind regards, God bless you all, Colin.’

One Chaplain has written:

‘The cross in your pocket is a safe, visible,
and tactile symbol a prisoner can keep with
them. For those who have never known
love, lost family connections, and for the
bereaved such a simple gift from someone
who accepts they will never be known by
the recipient is in itself a gift of love. It can
have an amazing effect and is a wonderful
initiative.’

4 CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk

Another sent the following message:

‘Do you think it is possible to send in some
more Crosses in my pocket. I gave them out
at the end of Mass today and the lads loved
them..”

And many more expressions of thanks.

This small gesture from you all means a huge
thing to those prisoners. They know that there
is someone thinking and praying for them.
Requests are coming in from prisons all over
the Country, so Ladies I am asking you to
continue sewing in order to continue our three
year initiative with PACT.

Margaret vow Speyr,
Executive Member

As well as Independent Catholic News, CWL is
featured in the Universe (see next page) and
on the Catholic Network bulletin and website
too: https://www.thecatholicnetwork.co.uk/
pact-and-catholic-womens-league-to-work-
together-on-prisoner-support-initiatives/



Universe Press Notice - 2nd May 2023 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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This is an auspicious year for two Catholic
organisations with long histories. In January,
Catholic Womens’ League President Siobhan
Garibaldi and member Margaret von Speyr,
met with Pact’s Theresa Alessandro and Marie
Norbury, to discuss working together.

Reflecting the energy of the 1200-strong
CWL, Siobhan and Margaret brought some
great ideas to that first meeting. Pact is the
national Catholic charity providing support
to prisoners and their families - this is Pact’s
125th anniversary year.

When Siobhan put a hand-stitched ‘Cross in
my Pocket’ on the table, Theresa and Marie
knew it would be something prison chaplains
could use in their ministry. By Easter, CWL
members had provided 400 handmade ‘Cross
in my Pocket’ items to prison chaplains for
distribution among women and men in prison
for whom faith can be life-changing and
sometimes literally life-saving.

Theresa and Marie brought news of Pact’s
new, illustrated Stations of the Cross liturgy to
that first meeting. In the liturgy booklet, the
voices of prisoners and their families describe
their experiences, alongside illustrations from

the Benedictine Sisters of
Turvey Abbey. The CWL used
this liturgy to pray the Stations
of the Cross online on Fridays
during Lent, led by National
Secretary Jean Clarke. Margaret
von Speyr ordered a batch of
booklets and led an in-person
Stations service with her
Bexhill-on Sea CWL group. They
collected generous donations
for Pact too.

Siobhan had already spoken
to Cardinal Nichols about her
plans for CWL and her idea to
form a partnership with Pact.
Cardinal Nichols is Pact’s President so he
understands and is concerned for the welfare
of prisoners and their families. Together
they had wondered whether CWL members
might provide backpacks of useful, practical
items for prisoners being released. So often,
women and men leaving prison have very few
belongings and little money. They may also
have nowhere to stay. People in this situation
report feeling frightened and overwhelmed

- and yet they still hope to turn their lives
around and make a fresh start.

Pact has identified two services where they
can facilitate the CWL Prisoner’s Backpack
project —in London and in Birmingham. CWL
members will work with Pact services staff
and volunteers to provide toiletries, snacks,
underwear items and above all, dignity, for
some of the most vulnerable people leaving
prison.

In looking forward to working together, Pact
CEO Andy Keen-Downs said, ‘People affected
by the criminal justice system are often
marginalised in our communities. There are
more than 84,000 people in prison in England

Continued on next page

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk 5



& Wales today — a number which is growing.

I am delighted that members of the CWL will
be helping to support the people we serve and
the work we do at Pact. People in prison often
tell me what a difference it makes to know
someone cares about what happens to them.
Helping people to make a fresh start is one
way of putting our faith into action — and it
makes communities safer too.”

The Catholic Womens League welcomes new
members. Join a branch near you or start a
new group! You can find out more by emailing
Jean at natsec@cwlhq.org.uk

Pact, Prison Advice and Care Trust, welcomes
parish reps who can join our network and keep
prisoners and their families in the hearts and
minds of their local parish. Find out more:
parish.action@prisonadvice.org.uk

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @
PactFaithAction

Contact:

Theresa Alessandro, Catholic Community
Engagement Manager

e. theresa.alessandro@prisonadvice.org.uk
t. 07860720011

ADUCK 0wz of water

Thirteen years ago, I was standing outside a
prison, clutching a suitcase and wondering
what was going to happen to me next. To
say I was like a Duck out of water would be a
great understatement! No one in the family
had ever been in prison to my knowledge and
here I was about to visit one. Then I spotted
a life saviour. A door with a sign that read
PACT. Relieved, I opened the door.

Circumstances meant that I needed to visit
a family member who had been given a one-
year sentence for theft from her employer.
She had been sent to the prison a few days
before with no change of clothes and I was
the only member of the family who could
deliver a suitcase of clothes to her.

I had been praying that Pact were active at
the prison - and my prayers were answered.
Pact had done a presentation at a previous
CWL Branch Officers’ Meeting and so I was
aware of their work for prisoner welfare and
support for families of prisoners, especially
with women with children as this was the
case with my relation.

The Pact volunteer explained to me what
would happen when I entered the prison
and the process of security clearance that I
would go through. She also told me about
their work at the prison, so this Duck was

heading back to the water when I left the
safety of talking with them and entered the
Prison. It was just as the volunteer said and
in no time at all I was sitting in the Visitors
Room waiting to see my relation. She was in
a better place emotionally than I was when
we met. I was the one who burst into tears.
She soon reassured me that all was well, and
I could reassure her that her son who was
living with his Nana was coping as well as
could be expected. Then I told her about
the family days that Pact organised for the
prisoners with children. These days allowed
quality time for the mums and kids, and she
would be able to apply for a visiting warrant
so that Nana could take her grandson to see
his mum and so maintain that important
family bond. Thanks to Pact, this Duck left
the prison with her feet firmly back in water.

While she was in prison my relation was
diagnosed with depression and was able to
start treatment that continued when she was
released on licence three months into her
sentence. Thirteen years later, she has put the
past behind her and has met and married a
loving, kind and supportive husband. She has
also had a career in retail. Her son is a well-
adjusted eighteen-year-old ready to embark
on his own adventure. I thank God for this
blessing and for the work that Pact did and
still does to help all Ducks out of water. All
permissions were given by the member for
this to be printed

n CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ
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On 21st February two members of Some of Morpeth Direct Section
Southwark Branch responded to an appeal members at Newbiggin by the Sea to say
for help with the catering for the Episcopal the Rosary.

Ordination of the Right Reverend Philip
Moger at Southwark Cathedral.

Marie Potter and Gloria Brown put on

their CWL aprons and joined the team of
sandwich makers. They were then able

to attend the Mass and help serve hot
meals to around 100 guests afterwards. An
unusual experience, and an opportunity to
help at an impressive occasion.

B TPEL T

A Cake Sale at Lymington Section,
Portsmouth Branch.

Welwyn Garden

City Section had

a celebration and
presentation to Fr
Norbert to show him
how proud they are
on his installation as
Canon at Westminster
Cathedral on 7th
February.

.

CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk




Madeleine Bowron

of Burnham Section
presents a Welcome
Cake to Parish Priest,
Fr Anthony Dampson,
after his Induction
Mass at Our Lady of
Peace Church and Anne
Edwards presents a
cheque for £100 to a
member of Burnham
Care and Share.

(Adeyﬁeld Section, Westminster Branch ) (Peg Hoare-Davies, Briton Ferry Direct
enjoying making crosses for PACT. Section at UCM Wales Annual Conference.

Swindon Direct
Section busy
at Lenten
Lunches and
assembling
backpacks for
Pact.

\.

n Catholic CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk




(Sylvia, a Bexhill member in Arundel & A (Adeyﬁeld Section, Westminster Branch
Brighton Branch won a jigsaw at their busy at their Plant sale which raised £276
CWL Christmas dinner raffle. It was a 2000 for Mary’s Meals.
piece one - and doubly difficult as it was of
a chateau in a forest reflected in a lake!

Crosses in the Pocket from Southbourne

Section for PACT and a special message
J from their twinned Section in Australia

who wrote: Dear members of Southborne

Middlesbrough Branch 2 day Retreat based CWL..We liked your idea about Crosses in

on Fasting, Abstinence and Almsgiving led by Pockets and we decided to contact a local

their Branch Chaplain. 7 members, all from one group just down the road from our church,

Section plus friends making a nice little group. who support Vietnam Vets. I spoke with

their Chaplain, and he really likes the idea
of having some from us to give to the men
and their families - many thanks for that! ...

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales n



FROM AROUNDTHE BRANCHES

e
Now, this \ Jersey Section, Portsmouth Branch were
looks very . very happy when Fr Edward Hauschild

' : ‘ celebrated his very first Mass at St
\

Thomas’ Church, following his Ordination.

serious | =
business at

Watford ;ﬂ Having heard that he was a talented
Section, ol cake maker the Section decided to
Westminster present him with an electric mixer — now
Branch.

he may contribute to their successful
charity cake sales!

\ J
N
Stratford upon Avon members,
Birmingham Branch in the local WI National President, Siobhan with
Centenary Wood learning how best we Birmingham Branch for their Annual Evesham
can all contribute to the battle against Pilgrimage.

‘climate change'.

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk




Wolverhampton Section, Birmingham Branch Spring into action for Food Bank and Sudan

with their Spring Fayre.10 of our 32 ladies: Chris, Margaret, Betty, Sue, Roz, Jo, Angela, Viv,
Sarah & Catherine.

For over 145 years, the Church has celebrated the Feast
of Corpus Christ which includes a spectacular festival of
flowers. People travel for miles to see the world-famous

carpet of flowers and watch the magnificent procession
of the Blessed Sacrament from the Cathedral to the

courtyard of Arundel Castle, where a blessing is given to
those taking part.

The carpet is created by a local team of volunteers,
including CWL, who painstakingly prepare the
thousands of blooms by hand that are subsequently
laid in place on a special design marked out on the floor.
Taking up the full length
of the central aisle of the
Cathedral, this visual treat is viewed
by thousands of people who flock to
the small town of Arundel to see it
each year. Only a World War and the
Covid-19 pandemic have prevented
the carpet being laid being laid
during its phenomenal history.
National President, Siobhan, visited
the cathedral to support Arundel &
Brighton who used the occasion as
a great publicity tool.

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ




W 8% what a great day this new event on the CWL

calendar turned out to he!

Yes, that was the opinion of all the 120 attendees who gathered at The Priory
Rooms in Birmingham on Saturday 10th June and as we go to print on the day
after, the best way to capture the success of the day is to let members say it all:

Thank you so much for the most wonderful
day which was kept running like clockwork. The
venue was lovely, National President Siobhan
was so inspirational, the Talks were great fun,
the food was exceptional and the afternoon
was so eye opening with speakers who were
extremely passionate and knowledgeable
about their great work. We will certainly do all
we can to support PACT in the near future.

Veronique, Kenilworth Section

We had a fabulous day. It was a day packed
with interesting speakers and old and new
friends. It was exciting to learn about the
development of the new website and hear
about the WUCWO General Assembly in Assisi.

The afternoon saw a very entertaining
account of a member’s time spent
volunteering at the Commonwealth Games

in Birmingham and this was followed by
excellent and informative talks from PACT
and how CWL members can support this.
Tricia Bradbury, Quaker Chaplain at HMP
Birmingham, gave us an insight into her work.

The final event before Mass was the open
forum which gave rise to some fascinating
discussion and suggestions from these experts
about what they would like to see happen in
the future to improve the lives of prisoners and
their families and how we can help.

A wonderful day!
Sue, Burnham Section

What a lovely day we had yesterday. An
inspired choice for venue - easy walking from
the station in glorious sunshine - we saw
Birmingham at its best. Meeting up with
friends from afar over coffee; being inspired

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ

by the new website - explained simply for
the less IT savvy amongst us; listening to
the humorous talk of the recent WUCWO
Assembly and then lunch.

Well done to Elizabeth McDonald for her very
funny account of being a Volunteer Driver at
the recent Commonwealth Games. This was
followed by the wonderful work done by PACT
where thoughtful questions for the panel to
answer were raised.

And finally, Bishop David Evans being with us
to celebrate the Sunday Vigil Mass of Corpus
Christi. Very useful, given a fire in the London
area causing cancellations and delays on the
way back for some. At least we could snooze
on Sunday morning!

Kath, West Wickham Section

I wish to express my appreciation of the
excellent day’s event which CWL members
were able to enjoy together at the Priory
Rooms. It was great to meet old friends and
make new friends too.

It was a real opportunity to catch up on
CWL news, the Pact project and the new
website (which I have to say looks extremely
accessible for users and an exciting step
forwards).

I was also impressed by the new banners and
I am hopeful of getting one for Section use as
well as the bookmark of the banner.

After an enjoyable lunch we had a
lighthearted talk from Elizabeth about her
voluntary work at the Commonwealth Games
which kept us all entertained. This was
followed by the more serious part of the day
when we learned more about the League’s
chosen charity, Pact. Their speakers were



excellent as was Tricia Bradbury, the Quaker
prison chaplain. Her words resonated with real

Christian love and her vocation shone through.

All the speakers were so committed to making
a difference.

Finally, it was a special privilege to have
Bishop David with us to say the Corpus Christi
Mass which ended the day, and I felt such joy
singing the beautiful hymns with my fellow
members.

It was my first national meeting, although I
did attend national zoom meetings, and I'm
hoping it won’t be my last.

Thank you to those who contributed so much
to making the day a great success.

Madeleine, Solihull Section.

Just to say a lovely informative day yesterday,
Brentwood are looking forward to getting the
proposed banner. Thanks to everyone for the
organising and arrangements made.

Kathleen, Holy Name Section

Thanks very much for organising such an
interesting and enjoyable day in Birmingham
yesterday.

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk

The venue was lovely as was the food. I really
enjoyed the presentations, especially the one
about the Commonwealth Games — she was

a great speaker. The trip to Rome and Assisi
sounded wonderful! It was really interesting to
learn more about Pact and all the work done
to support prisoners and their families.

Catharine, Richmond Section

Excellent meeting today in Birmingham. Thank
you to all who prepared the day at a super
venue.

Elizabeth, Westcliff Section

What a great one day conference at the Priory
Room in Birmingham. Many thanks to our
CWL National team and leaders for a really
well run and interesting day!

Westminster Branch

'_! g On &




Sheila Dunbar at the CWL
Coronation Celebrations
Lancing Section, Arundel &
Brighton Branch.

A lovely day

stminster incleme
V\(/; " he King. Due t0 e ot lose any of the

partied in _t
pal’ty fee“ng!

pranch wit nt weather, they

he Sacristy but

Upminster s, ection,
another wonderfull
g ; g to celeb
; ::;gagon of Charles IIT. Apart from :lzvj'f) t?e
od they enjoyed chatting with each thgr

Brentwood Bran ?
ch enjo
gatherin Yoyed

And Kenilworth
Section,
Birmingham
Branch partied,

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales
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N ' . Hayling Island Section, Portsmouth Branch held an

- 1 | Afternoon Tea to commemorate the Coronation of King

~ Charles II1. A good time was had by all, and as can be

 seen the King joined us also. Pictures show members

enjoying a break before ‘doors opened’ and new member,

" Hanneke, who

P’ serenaded all y L
throughout the ¢ @' !

. afternoon, . :

ending with the

national anthem.

’(ing Charles ™
Cc?ronatioﬂ

Wolverhampton
Section, Birmingham |
Branch in Coronation
party mood!

CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk



Snippeld ot news

ARCHBISHOP MIGUEL MAURY BUENDIA

Pope Francis named Archbishop Miguel Maury
Buendia as Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain
on Thursday, 13 April 2023.

Born in Madrid on 19 November 1955,
Archbishop Maury Buendia studied philosophy
and theology at the Conciliar Seminary of
Madrid before being ordained a priest for the
Archdiocese on 26 June 1980.

The League has formally welcomed
Archbishop Miguel to his new position.

SPREADING
THE WORD
ABOUT THE
WORK OF CWL

National
President,
Siobhan, is very
keen to get

the League noticed and talked about in the
national press and on-line. Our new website is
now launched and CWL have made headlines
in various papers. It really is up to us all to
promote our beloved League in whatever way
possible. Are you doing your best to spread
the word?

One simple way of doing this is to ensure
that the CWL entry in your Diocesan Catholic
Directory is up to date. If you need help and
support in doing this, then please contact the
National Secretary.

HCPT GROUP 9 TRIP TO LOURDES

A Branksome and Parkstone Section member
is a volunteer with a new group recently

set up in Poole - HCPT Group 9 - taking
disadvantaged and disabled children to
Lourdes at Easter.

Volunteers had raised a
large portion of the costs
and applied to HQ for
some help. The Trustees
awarded a grant. CWL
Volunteer, Angela, writes:
We had a super time

in Lourdes. Our young
guests had the most
enjoyable time and were
sad at the end of the
week to return home.

We lit a candle for CWL
intentions for you all.
Many thanks again for
your grant which enabled S
us to give a young person =\ ’),
such a memorable time. <okt

Here we are in Gavarnie for a wonderful
Mass, where heaven meets earth.

QOO

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

Received from Buckingham Palace in
recognition of the League’s Book of
Remembrance sent to His Majesty on the
death of Queen Elizabeth II.

vy w-u-.....,_,_‘“

y

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales




HOLY MASS CELEBRATED IN OXFORD

A sad occasion but marked by a wonderful
Holy Mass celebrated in Oxford by Fr Harry to
mark the closure of CWL Special Committee
Our Lady’s Catechists on Saturday May 13th.
Numbers were rather depleted because of rail
strikes and several National Officers were in
Rome or in their own Branches with special
celebrations. The caterers were also very late
because of traffic jams! But it was a very
special day none the less.

But I thought you might like to see the
beautiful flowers from CWL members in Fr
Harry’s Church and by the cake. What a lovely,
generous gesture, and much appreciated.

Sue Andrews, Secretary Our Lady’s
Catechists

Fr Harry also wrote: Thank you very much for
your cheque and beautiful message. I shall
pass the instructions on to the “flower ladies”
who will be delighted
to receive it. God bless
you and all involved in
CWL. Please give my
love to the Eternal City
and my best wishes to
Pope Francis.

SNIPPITS OF NEWS « SNIPPITS OF NEWS « SNIPPITS OF NEWS

OTTERY ST MARY SECTION, DEVON BRANCH
SUPPORT A TRULY REMARKABLE WOMAN

Doctor Antonia L6pez Gonzdlez, generally
known as Doctor Tony, was born in 1967 in
Guarefia, Spain. She studied medicine in the
university of Badajoz, and, after qualifying as

a doctor, wished to dedicate herself to helping
the poor in a tropical country. She went to
Brazil, having obtained a grant to cover the cost
of the journey, with the intention of doing a
month’s work there, never imagining that thirty
years later she would still be devoting herself to
caring for the people of the Amazon region. She
came into contact with sufferers from leprosy,
now known as Hansen'’s Disease, gradually
learnt more about it, and decided to found a
Non-governmental organisation, Ipiranga, to
combat it, training local people as healthcare
assistants.

She and her teamwork B
from a hospital boat which 8
sails along the River Purus, [
a tributary of the Amazon,
and penetrate into the :
heart of the rainforest in order to care for those
in isolated communities. The work is carried out
on a voluntary basis, with no payment involved,
and is funded by donations, since the patients
are extremely poor.

This remarkable woman believes fervently

in the right of everyone to benefit from
healthcare, and for thirty years has done
everything possible, consolidating her work, to
make this a reality.

A |

. Dr Tony and above the Hospital Boat

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk




SNIPPITS OF NEWS « SNIPPITS OF NEWS « SNIPPITS OF NEWS

DO YOU KNOW THE LOCATION OF THIS portrayed on each side of the saint and Christ
STAINED-GLASS WINDOW DEPICTING crucified within a mandorla above her left

ST MARGARET CLITHEROW? shoulder. Down the left edge instruments of
A stained-glass cartoon is a full size image of Christ’s passion and a chalice are illustrated.

a window opening from which
the pieces of coloured glass are
cut and painted before being
assembled in a lead framework.
The cartoon is approximately
60 inches (150 cms) high and
28 inches (70 cms) wide. It
must have been drawn after
1929, when Margaret Clitherow
was beatified, and before 1970,
when she was canonised.

In the cartoon Margaret
Clitherow is depicted with a
sunburst nimbus. She holds
a book in her right hand and
a dish containing two jugs

in her left hand. A bunch of
keys hangs from her waist. In
the background are a river, a

At the bottom is a complex
roundel with the inscription
‘THE PEARL OF YORK’
around its edge. Beneath
the figure is space for the
name Blessed Margaret
Clitherow and the date of
her martyrdom.

The cartoon is one of a

set which portray Blessed
Cuthbert Mayne, Blessed
Richard Reynolds, and
Blessed John Fisher, all
later canonised. All four
cartoons are of a similar
size and format and were
very likely meant for church
or other Catholic location.

It would be most

stone bridge, and a tower — " " interesting to be able see
presumably representing the River Ouse and the coloured window, depicting the patroness
the City of York. of the League, made from the Orr cartoon.
At the top are the crossed keys and Papal If you are able to provide any information
Tiara above ‘SIXTUS V PP, the Pope at the concerning the location of the window please
time of her martyrdom. Heraldic Arms are contact me at roy.albutt@btinternet.com

OO OO OO OO OO0

GUEST SPEAKER AT BIRMINGHAM’S BRANCH MEETING

Jim McParland, Watch Commander - Technical Rescue
Unit, West Midlands Fire Service - Unsung Hero, was
Birmingham’s Guest Speaker at a Branch Meeting.

We were enthralled by Jim'’s recounting of his time in Turkey
on a mission to save or recover earthquake victims. With
little or no sleep for days on end he and his compatriots
were rapidly mobilised and were one of the first to get to
Turkey as part of an International Search & Rescue effort.
The hour he spent with us was unforgettable and the

job he does so perilous and he so humble that we gave

him a standing ovation. We raised funds for the Turkey
Earthquake Appeal via our raffle and donations.

Sarah Andrews, President, Birmingham Branch

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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THE £2000 CWL CAKES!

The story starts 200 years ago, when St
Elizabeth’s church was built in Richmond. This
means that our CWL ‘home’ in Richmond is
badly in need of repairs and has to be brought
up to the standards expected in the 21st
century: a fire exit to be improved, a crumbling
turret to be made secure, steps to be widened,
etc. Not surprisingly our current parish life has
been dominated by the repair fund for some
time, and the pandemic has not helped. Every
effort is being made to collect funds to cover
the enormous bill.

than home-made ones, and they can tell the
difference!

Last autumn, the St Elizabeth’s community
organised a ball and, with it, an auction. Could
we contribute anything? So far, we have produced carrot cakes, ginger
cakes, apple cakes, a chocolate cake, a
hummingbird cake, and in March we turned
to coconut cakes ... Yummy!

Along-standing friend of our Section came up
with a brilliant idea: why not offer to bake one
cake a month to benefit the church fund? Three

of us, Angela, Catharine and myself, decided it Could the idea spread to other Sections?
was worth trying. Aline Cook, Richmond Section Southwark
Rumour has it that our item was one of the Branch

most sought-after on the day of the auction!
The person who put in the highest bid gave
£1000, for our humble production! Then we LANCASTER BRANCH
were asked whether we could produce two 70TH ANNIVERSARY
cakes a month to bring almost £1000 again for  Bishop Paul Swarbrick
the benefit of the runner-up! Could we refuse?  has fun making that

All we had to do was now to start producing. all-important first slice
Initially, we panicked a bit. It seems a big of Lancaster Branch'’s
responsibility to make one cake for £83 70th anniversary cake.
when we normally sell them for £5 or £6! The A great day was had
names of a few famous bakers (such as Mary by all on 20th May at
Berry) were mentioned behind the scenes for Ladyewell Shrine to

inspiration, but in the end we decided to just Our Blessed Lady at
be ourselves. Surely, the good ladies who put
in their bids had done it for the church rather

than for their own satisfaction.

As three of us are involved, we only make two
cakes every third month, so the task is not
too onerous. And we each work through our
repertoire.

Our two ‘customers’ are very appreciative of
our production. One senses that, maybe, they
live in a world of shop-bought cakes rather

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales




SECTION FOCUS

FAYLING ISLA

Portsmouth Branch

We are a Section of 14 members and do
our best to keep busy and to offer our
members (and our supporters) a variety of
events - both spiritual and charitable but
always so joyous being with friends.

Bingo calls us once a month and has proved
to be a ‘winner’ for us. Mary Webb, originally
a Boxmoor member, takes this on and her
husband, Sid is the ‘caller’. This is advertised
in the Parish Newsletter and on Facebook
and is open to all. We also have a Raffle and
home-made cake with the tea and coffee in
the interval. Itis very popular.

Hayling Island Section has just completed our
year of fundraising for the Hampshire and Isle
of Wight Air Ambulance and our charity for
this year until the end of March 2024 is PACT.
Two of our members, plus another parishioner
(a great way to get non-members involved)
have stitched the “crosses in pockets” and 30
were posted off to Margaret Von Speyr. They
are lovely and such a good idea. Several
members and other parishioners had admired
them so it was decided that we would sell
them in our Repository. The next batch that is
done will be sent to Margaret again.

The Advent Fair is an annual event where
we serve soup and bread and a mince pie
with tea or coffee. We have the usual stalls
of home-made cakes
and gifts. The Section
also manages the
Repository in Church

and so Christmas cards,
calendars, diaries etc
moved into the Hall for
the Fair. And, of course,
the usual Raffle. This
again is advertised in the

Parish Newsletter, posters at various venues
and on Facebook. Also on other Sundays
throughout the year, we have various sales -
around Harvest time we have ‘Home produce’,
the Repository items move into the Hall when
we have our coffee slot in October and the
Christmas cards etc are available. The Section
also hosts Macmillan Coffee Mornings.

Last year we had an Afternoon Tea to
commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
it was a great success and several people
said it should be a yearly event. This year

we repeated it as a commemoration of The
Coronation. We put pretty tablecloths on
the tables and the ‘menu’ consisted of small
sandwiches, scones with jam and cream and
mini-cakes (all home-made) and as much
tea or coffee as people wanted. Tickets were
numbered with a prize for the winning number
drawn.

Every year, during Holy Week, the Section read
‘The Woman’s Way of the Cross’. This is open
to all the Parish, and we always emphasise
‘not just ladies’. We follow it with tea/coffee
and hot cross buns in the Hall and we usually
get several people from the Island’s other
churches.

Also at our March meeting, Deacon Simon
Wright gave a Lenten Reflection. The
December
meeting each
year is preceded
with a short
Advent service
and the May and
October meetings
commence with
the Rosary.

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk



SECTION FOCUS

KENILWORTH

Birmingham Branch

During the summer months the committee
hosted ‘Summer Eights’.

Each person hosted a meeting with food at
their home for a minimum of eight people for
a donation (usually £10). These included a hot
lunch, a buffet lunch, a brunch, an afternoon
tea and a coffee morning. Just over £500

was realised which allowed us to support our
Christmas charitable giving. We continued
with our usual birthday cards and thinking of
you cards as well as Masses for the sick and
deceased.

We ended summer 2022 with a day at
Harvington Hall with a mini pilgrimage led by
Fr Kevin and Fr. David.

A few weeks later we had a dinner at the local
golf club where we hosted our priests and
gave Fr. Kevin a present and spiritual bouquet
for his silver jubilee. And the end of 2022 saw
us enjoying a lovely meal, a quiz and Mother

2
-

Christmas with her sack of gifts!

We started 2023 with our usual meetings
and Annual Coffee Morning open to all. This
has allowed us to split the proceeds of £560
between our two designated charities for the
year.

February saw us learning CPR (cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation). We enjoyed a
relaxed time learning a seriously useful

skill. Those of us with poorly knees used the
dummies on a table.... not as effective but still
important practice.

We continue to attract new members who
appreciate our warm welcome enjoying
friendship with a mix of good speakers

and social activities. We continue in our
devotion to Our Lady through the rosary and
Benediction at set times and our priests also
support us with saying requested Masses and
leading Stations of the Cross for us in Lent.
Our year has started
well and we have plenty
to entertain us over the
coming months, not
least the Coronation.

We wish all the Sections
good health and
prosperity now we can
meet easily. Enjoy your
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CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk

Birmingham Branch President,
Sarah Andrews.



SECTION FOCUS

sl WOODFORD

Brentwood Branch

The Section started in 1941 and at one
time had more than 100 members. We
now have 17 members most of whom are
actively engaged in our activities.

During lockdown we managed to keep in
touch by phone and resumed meetings (with
just 6 people as allowed) as soon as we were
able to. Just after this we started going out for
lunch to celebrate whenever a member had

a birthday starting with a 90th! Birthday girl,
Rosa, planted our tree for the Queen’s jubilee
and went to London for the King’s coronation.
Fortunately, birthdays are spread throughout
the year, so we usually manage to go out once
a month and if there is no birthday, we go out
anyway. Our last meal was at The Shard which
was a wonderful experience!

I -
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Earlier this year we managed to restart

our keep fit class which had closed due to
lockdown. Numbers are quite small but all the
ladies that attend enjoy it and after expenses
of the teacher and the hall this gives us a
small income for Section funds.

We had a joint celebration for our Friars this
year as one has been a priest for 60 years and
another for 50 years. CWL did the catering,
and this was a wonderful celebration enjoyed
by all who attended. We also organised a
cheese and wine after the Easter vigil which
we had not been able to do since before
lockdown.

5 of our members went on the WUCWO
conference to Assisi, including the audience
with Pope Francis in Rome. This was a really
amazing experience with our Holy Father. We
also attended Mass in St Peter’s Basilica and
Mass every day in Assisi. It was wonderful

to celebrate Mass with ladies from all over
the world who are all working in their own
countries to improve our world.

Lesley Beerli, Woodford Section Brentwood
Branch

ak
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On May 13, WUCWO Day about 1,900
women participated and listened to the
Holy Father who affirmed that “the identity
of women is in danger” due to cultural
policies and ideologies that “ignore the =
beauty with which they were created” and
stressed the need for greater appreciation
of their capacity for relationship and
giving”. He encouraged us to recover the
elements that characterise women and their
role in the family and in society: “Where
there is no woman, there is loneliness...
that breeds sadness and all manner of

tenderness and compassion, and combining

harm to humanity”. three languages: that of the mind, that of
He also spoke about the urgent need the heart and that of the hands. He invited
to find peace in the world, a peace that us to live the fullness of being women,
“begins within the heart”. He encouraged with the awareness of feeling chosen and
us all to live like Mary, generating and protagonists in God’s work in union with
protecting life, relating with others with Jesus; a union that “must manifest in the

communion with the Church, with my family
or my organisation... We must ‘pray’ deeds
and put ‘prayer’ to work”.

To conclude, Pope Francis
mentioned “the essence of
synodality, and what
makes us feel co-
responsible for the
wellbeing of the
Church and to know
how to integrate
differences and
work in ecclesial
harmony” and
expressed his
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gratitude for WUCWO'’s
work, encouraging

us to go forward
“listening to the cries
of our world and being
docile to the voice of
the Spirit”.

Encouraged by his
words, we started the
Assembly in Assisi with
the participation of
832 women from 67
member organisations
of WUCWO from all continents.

During the Assembly we delved into

various aspects of women’s participation
and journey towards a synodal Church.
There were excellent speakers and panels.
Furthermore, new resolutions were approved
which will guide WUCWO'’s work in the next
4 years. The moments of prayer, study and
reflection, sharing of experiences, decision
making and social gathering, as well as

the very special Holy Masses will last in

the memory and in the hearts of many of
us. The Assembly elected the new WUCWO
Board for 2023-2027. It is composed of

11 women from the African region, 5 from
Asia-Pacific, 3 from
Europe, 5 from
Latin America and
the Caribbean

and 2 from North
America. The

new Board then
elected the new
President General,
Mrs. Ménica
Santamarina, from
Mexico.

So, after a week together, the Assembly
approved the resolutions that will guide
us in the next four years, promoting the
dignity and participation of women in
every corner of the world.

The resolutions adopted are based upon the
following principles:

1. WUCWO will consolidate, develop,
and expand the World Women'’s
Observatory.

N

Religious freedom: the basis for the
path of fraternity and peace.

3. Global food crisis. Care for our
common home. Call for ecological
conversion.

4. Renew with greater conviction

the joyful path of family love,
motherhood and fatherhood.

i

Building the future with migrants
and refugees.

6. “Enabling everyone to participate is
an essential ecclesial duty!” (Pope

Francis): Synodality, Formation and

Participation of women.
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