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Welcome to our summer edition of the CWL magazine! We've had

a busy year so far, with a wonderful array of activities to strengthen
our fellowship, service and spiritual growth. Even though everybody
complains that ‘we’re not getting any younger’ the Catholic Women’s
League continues to be a vibrant force in our parishes and local
communities, and your dedication is what keeps our mission alive.

The sun shone for us (well, most of the time) at our pilgrimage

to Walsingham and everyone of you who joined us played a huge part in the success of the
weekend. If you have never been to Walsingham, please consider going! I'm not sure whether
there is an appetite for an annual pilgrimage, biennial or holding one every once in a while, but
your feedback would be most welcome to help us plan ahead. We were blessed to have Bishop
Philip Moger with us and the wonderful Fr Shryane. There was plenty of time for prayer and
spiritual reflection as well as a great opportunity to get to know one another a little better.

Our AGM will be held at The Hayes Conference Centre in Derbyshire between Friday 24th and
Sunday 26th October and I would love you to be there! It's an opportunity to reflect on what
we have all achieved during the past year (and you have achieved a lot!), to shape the direction
of our League and to strengthen our bonds as a national organisation. Your voice really does
matter and your presence really does make a difference.

I understand that attending the AGM can present financial challenges for some. To ensure that
every member has the opportunity to participate, please explore ways within your Section and
Branch to subsidise costs by holding a fundraising event, if possible. If you or someone you know
would benefit from this support, or if you have fundraising ideas to share, please reach out—we
are here for one another.

On 4th July 2026 we will be celebrating 120 years of the League at a Mass in London: at Farm
Street Catholic Church, which is where Margaret Fletcher, our founder, was received into the
church. More details will follow, but it's good to get a date in the diary well in advance as we
would love everyone to celebrate with us, if at all possible.

As you know, we have a variety of committees in the League — Communications which deals
with our magazine, website content and press articles, CWL Online which deals with all our Zoom
content and Events which deals with the Spring Meeting online, annual summer event and AGM.
I'm also starting a Membership Committee and am looking for enthusiastic members who can
help to support our present membership and find ways of increasing it. You are all welcome to be
as involved as you would like to be, so let me know if there is a committee you would like to join.

So, last, but not least, that brings me on to your favourite subject ....... the election of your next
National President!

Please give some serious thought to the matter as we will need someone to put me out to
pasture in October 2026! That date is also important for Christine’s replacement who will
complete her extended term of office as our National Treasurer at the same time. Jean also
has made it known to the Trustees that she wishes step down as National Secretary as soon
as a replacement is found.

stobhawn x

2 CWL National President siobhan.garibaldi@nt/world.com
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The first words spoken by Pope Leo XIV from
the balcony of St Peter’s Basilica, Rome,
on 8th May 2025.

“Dear brothers and sisters, this was the first greeting
of the risen Christ, the Good Shepherd who gave
His life for God'’s flock. I, too, would like this greeting of peace to enter your hearts, reach your families
and all people, wherever they are, and all the peoples, and all the earth. World. Peace be with you!

This is the peace of the risen Christ: a disarming and humble and preserving peace. It comes from God
who loves us all: without limits or conditions. Let us keep in our ears the weak but always brave voice of
Pope Francis, who blessed Rome — the Pope who blessed Rome and the world that day on the morning
of Easter.

Allow me to continue that same blessing. God loves us, all of us, evil will not prevail. We are all in the
hands of God. Without fear, united, hand in hand with God and among ourselves, we will go forward.
We are disciples of Christ, Christ goes before us, and the world needs his light. Humanity needs him like
a bridge to reach God and his love. You help us to build bridges with dialogue and encounter so we can
all be one people always in peace. ... Thank you, Pope Francis!...”

Pope Leo XIV held the first Ordinary Public Consistory of his pontificate on 13 June. During the
ceremony, the Holy Father announced that London-born Blessed Carlo Acutis will be canonised on 7th
September alongside Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. The canonisations of these two young saints — one
from the early twentieth century, the other the first millennial saint — have been greatly anticipated
due to great devotion among the faithful. These two young men from different eras, led completely
different lives, but were nonetheless united in their love for Christ and their ability to impart that love
to those whose lives they touched.

Source: vaticannews.va

Left: Carlo Acutis Right: Pier Georgio Frassati

There is an article about Blessed Carlo Acutis by
Catharine Dean in CWL Magazine No 13 (Winter 2024)
p 5. Members may wish to know that a relic of Blessed
Carlo Acutis will be present at the National Catholic
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham during the New
Dawn Catholic Pilgrimage (5-9 August).

In a keynote talk (08.11.24) at St George’s Cathedral,

Archbishop John Wilson (Southwark) said Blessed Pier
Giorgio Frassati was the man of the “eight Beatitudes”
... who lived “these beautiful, sweet blessings of Christ so beautifully in his life”.

“It was this love of the Eucharist, that led to Blessed Frassati being so devoted to the poor. Quoting Pier
Giorgio, who said: “Jesus pays me a visit in Holy Communion every morning... And then I return the
gift by visiting him in the poor”. Archbishop John continued by saying this is “the most beautiful way
of demonstrating that what we receive in Christ, we give in Christ, and we give to Christ”.

https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/news-events/news/frassati-is-the-man-of-the-8-beatitudes-says-
archbishop-john/

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ
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e OSARY

e Early Christian traditions of praying with beads,

e St Dominic (1214) ‘shown’ a Rosary by Mary.

e 1400s: Joyful, Glorious and Sorrowful Mysteries
(Dominic of Prussia): lives of Jesus and Mary.

e Scriptural Rosary: Gospels linked to each Hail Mary.

e 1571 Ottoman fleet prepares to invade Greece; Pope Pius V urges Christians to pray the
Rosary. Turkish fleet defeated! October 7th dedicated: ‘Our Lady of Victory’ later ‘Our Lady of
the Rosary’.

e 1700s Louis de Monfort inspired many to pray the Rosary.

e Fatima (1917) Mary encouraged three shepherd children to pray the Rosary daily for world
peace.

e 2002, St John Paul IT added 5 “Luminous Mysteries” or “Mysteries of Light”. 2003 declared
“Year of the Rosary”.

During May CWL members prayed the Luminous Mysteries: Nicolette Tibbles led the
Thursday Rosary; Jean Clarke sent zoom invitations.

Now “CWL Rosary” has its own email: cwirosary@yahoo.com

Sign up and Nicolette will send a weekly invitation. If it is your first time Nicolette can explain
the format.

e No need to attend each week ... come when you can.
e Why zoom? We don't need to leave the house!

e Thursdays at 4.30pm: ‘pause your day’; logon to internet; click on link and join in the prayers
for about half an hour.

e We can pray your intentions (even if you cannot ‘attend’) ... send
me an email with details... can be a ’private intention’...

e Email any questions.

Tthe Rodary i a wonderful meditative prayer.,
whick. when prayed together with the
adldition of 4pecial intentions, becomes

@ mote powerful prayer. bringing that \b
group cloder to Our Lord Jesus and Our
Lady. giving us greater underslanding

Nicolette Tibbles

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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Jersey Section (Portsmouth Branch)
This year the 80th Anniversary of
Victory in Europe was celebrated

all over the UK on 8th May. But

not so in the Channel Islands (the
only part of the UK to be occupied

by the Germans during World War
Two), where the Liberation is always
celebrated on 9th May and is a Bank
Holiday. In Jersey, a special badge
was designed for the event and was
replicated on lapel pins and flags
which flew on houses, public buildings
and on streets throughout the Island. This year’s special guest
was Lord Soames (Sir Winston Churchill’s grandson).

Srr

Each of the twelve parishes in the Island put on a special event
for the parishioners including afternoon tea bands, hip hop
dancers and many other types of entertainment. Traditionally
there is a special States sitting in the Royal Court followed by a
march to Liberation Square where a band and singers perform
all the traditional war songs. This is followed by a re-enactment
of the arrival of two naval officers from HMS Beagle at the
precise time they arrived on the 9th May 1945. The Union

Flags are raised from the Harbour Masters office, The Pomme
D’Or Hotel balcony and Fort Regent to signal the Liberating of
the Island. There was a Memorial Ceremony to commemorate
the arrival of the Red Cross ship SS Vega which brought much
needed provisions to the Island. There then followed a Service
remembering the foreign workers of many different nationalities
who were forcibly brought to the Island between 1940 and 1945
to work on the construction of the Underground
Hospital, now renamed the Jersey War Tunnels.
Forced labour was also used for the many bunkers
around the Island. These men and women who
perished in dreadful working conditions are always
remembered.

It was a very memorable day and one in which the
whole island joins. If any members come to Jersey
on holiday do, try to visit St Thomas Church in

St Helier where our CWL banner and statue of St
Margaret Clitherow now proudly stand.

Jeanette Collins

Welwyn Garden City Section
(Westminster Branch), enjoying
their VE Garden Party.

Beckenham Section (Southwark
Branch) ‘At our Section meeting
on 12th May members were
encouraged to bring along
any-souvenirs they had of this
momentous day, or of their own
recollections of the war.

A surprising number of items were
produced, and arranged on a table
with a poppy patterned cloth.
They included framed medals from
both world wars, a cartoon of a
quartermaster handing out ragged
bits of army uniform (drawn by a
war artist of the time) ration books,
a letter from the king sent to all
schoolchildren, a souvenir mug,
letters regarding the call up, and
other items from the period.

An appropriately themed tea was
served and the table’s contents
examined with interest. Personal
memories ranged from air raid
shelters to powdered eggs, and
altogether the event was a very
enjoyable trip down memory lane.’

Gloria Brown

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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RISE UP, TAKE WITH THEE THE CHILD AND HIS MOTHER. AND FLEE

Many will remember Jane Dawson who worked tirelessly for
the League, giving of her time and energy for the members
in her many roles. She was a long-standing member and
officer of Gerrards Cross Section and in Northampton
Branch as Branch Secretary also. As a member of CWL
Social Awareness Team, she shared with members her professional knowledge from working for
many years in the NHS. On the courses she ran, members were able to learn more and discuss the
many Health Issues she shared. Her determined belief and passion in striving for the Common
Good was evident in her work on the Relief and Refugee Committee. Jane had also been a
Regional Officer.

On Friday 16th May, about twenty CWL members were able to attend her funeral at St Joseph'’s
Catholic Church in Gerrards Cross. There were representatives from all the Northampton Sections
and Sections in Brentwood and Watford, including our National President Siobhan and her
husband. The priest, Father John McGowan, had spent a lot of time with Jane over the course of
her illness and mentioned the Catholic Women’s League several times during the service. He told
the congregation that Jane had chosen the funeral readings and hymns herself. Both Jane’s son,
Stephen, and daughter, Michelle, gave a eulogy. Michelle spoke about Jane’s nursing career and
the different roles she had taken, such as health visitor and district nurse. Stephen spoke about
their family life and the good times they had together. During the service, the cloth used at all
Gerrards Cross Section meetings was draped over the coffin. On this was embroidered the names
of every member of Jane’s Section.

Jane will be remembered for her kindness and good nature. She was committed and loyal in what
she undertook. For many years, helped by her friends and family, she hosted an annual garden
party at her home which was enjoyed by many CWL members. I looked through my photos of the
garden parties over the years but couldn’t find one of Jane — she was always busy in the kitchen.
We have many memories of shared times with Jane. She will not be forgotten.

May she rest in peace.
Sue Arthur, Northampton Branch President

It is with sadness that we report the
passing of two Past National Presidents
of the Catholic Women’s League:

Mrs Avery Limmer Trigys
National President 1991-1995

Mrs Patricia Bright
National President 2000 — 2002

n CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ
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A typical Afghan home, where all family
members live and sleep in one room.

Positive social change can be found in the most unlikely places. In a country that has endured
over 40 years of war, natural disasters, changing regimes and grinding poverty, women in
Afghanistan face incredible burdens and restrictions.

CAFOD’s partner — embedded in communities across the country — works tirelessly to

promote women’s wellbeing and discretely advance their rights. One example is the unique
“Grandmother Groups” mentorship scheme, made up of grandmothers who support the next
generation in navigating familiar hardships. As with grannies in the UK, there is not much they
haven’t experienced! Working together, they apply their knowledge and experience to help
younger women solve problems and reduce family conflicts.

For girls without the oppotuniy t go b dckool, facing
an unknown and hesbricled fulure, boveowing wisdom
from older women who fave watked this patt i a
buudtwo'dhy voice they can lislen . ... ff you are unable
lo leave fiome due lo uules about women not being able
lo wok, L4 crulical that the fome i a happy place,
otheruvise i feels, like a prison.”
(Grace, Afghanistan Country Representative, speaking from Kabul)

As whole families live in such close quarters (see the photograph above), the Grandmother
Groups are an invaluable network that women can safely turn to, giving them courage to face
and overcome challenges, and promoting positive relationships.

With emotional distress amongst younger women in Afghanistan soaring, it is crucial to lean on
such intergenerational wisdom to protect women'’s lives and resilience.

Along with other vocational and agricultural long-term projects in flood and earthquake-affected
provinces, and all thanks to the generosity of supporters,

CAFOD continues to help families meet their most basic and NQ 7
urgent needs, and to keep food on the table. 2 E

For any queries please do reach out to us by email: Catholic Agency for
cafod@cafod.org.uk Overseas Development

CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk 7



2023 - A year of Hope and of
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2 TheJubLLee logo shows four stylized figures, representing humanity
coming from all four corners of the earth. They enbrace each
other showing soLwluntld and fraternity uniting all peoples. The
u.l ure at the front Ls holding onto the cross - not only the sigw o
9 9 Y 9
» fmth but also of hope. Lnder the figures are rough waves - Life's
pLLgnwmge Ls not alwa ys swooth. The Lower part of the cross
is elongated and, as it is let dowwn into the waves, turns Linto
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an anchor. n maritime jargon the ‘anchor of hope’ is the reserve
\'\(9 anchor used to steady the ship during a storm. The journey is
PILGR\ communal, moving towards the cross, which bent green. Letters spell
out the Jubilee motto: Peregrinantes in Spem (Pilgrims in Hope).

&
&
3

CWL National Walsingham Pilgrimage - 13th - 15th June
‘Twas lucky enough to attend this year’s National Pilgrimage to Walsingham.

It was a very spiritual and uplifting time for many reasons. We were blessed with gorgeous weather
and the company of many members as well as our National President Siobhan and our Spiritual
Advisor, Bishop Phillip Moger.

Our weekend started when we arrived at Eltham House, the Pilgrim accommodation. In front of this
building, there is a very small area for cars to be parked (Friday Market) and we were lucky enough to
find a spot which meant we wouldn’t have to walk very far with our cases! Always a bonus.

Although we had to wait a while for some of our rooms to be ready, when we-did get them,
they were fine. Not luxurious, but everything we would need for our 2 nights stay.

. We enjoyed a Talk and Reflections by Bishop Philip on the Friday evening
- followed by a candle-lit procession around the garden of Eltham House.

On Saturday we walked the Pilgrim Mile to the Chapel of Reconciliation

. ! where we had a very devout mass at 12:00. The church was very full due

to many pilgrims mainly from the Northampton Diocese. We walked back
along the same Pilgrim mile walk (I am sure it was longer than in the

. morning!) We had Benediction in the Church of the Annunciation, next door
to Eltham House and Father Shrayne gave a wonderful talk.

Dinner was followed by a fun quiz and on Sunday we had another

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk



lovely Mass (next door). What a joyful
occasion as 3 local children were
making their first Holy Communion.

All'in all, we had a fantastic time,
talking and meeting up with
members from as far afield
as Morpeth and Dorset.
Thank you to Siobhan and
all the Executive members
who organised both before
and during the Pilgrimage.

I was so pleased I had
participated in the National
Pilgrimage, but I thought

it was a shame that more
members were unable to join in this really special occasion.’

Vee Comparini, Westminster Branch Presioent

Memories of Walsingham over the years
‘Walsingham is a very special place of pilgrimage to me. Every pilgrimage has special blessings.

My first visit to Walsingham was in the mid-50s. We were on a family seaside holiday in Sheringham
and travelled to Walsingham by train for the day. However, that was not the first time I was aware
of our National Shrine.

In 1948, 400 men took part in a cross-bearing walking pilgrimage from different parts of the
country, to pray for peace. Many of those who took part had served in the Forces and not only
prayed fervently for peace but also remembered their fallen comrades and thanked God for their
own safe return.

My father, Oswald Arkell served in Burma and returned home to Swindon in 1946. He was one of the
group that carried a cross for 216 miles from Malmesbury in Wiltshire. At midday, each day of that
pilgrimage, my mother gathered us together at home to pray with and for the pilgrims.

At the time of my first visit, there was very little to see in Walsingham. We saw the Slipper Chapel
and the crosses in the field. We walked the holy mile into the village along the road. Now of course
there is the beautiful basilica near the Slipper Chapel.

I have returned a number of times over the years, most recently with

CWL. During the Covid pandemic in common with many others I began to
worship online with the small community in Walsingham, not only for the
midday mass but also for adoration, rosary and even made a retreat with
the rector of the time.

This is a photograph of me by the cross at the sixth station by the Basilica. |
That is the cross my father helped to carry. Are there any other CWL
members whose fathers, grandfathers, uncles or other relatives shared in
carrying any of the other crosses to Walsingham?’

Julia Arkell swindon Direct Section

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales n




2023 - 4 year. of Hope and of Pilprimage - continued

My pilgrimage along the Pilgrim’s Road to Santiago de Compostela

In 2017 my husband died suddenly at the age of 65. He had been an avid walker and had walked
the Camino a number of times, not as a religious journey but as an adventure. However, the last
time he walked across the Pyrenees with our daughter, Laura, she showed him the shrines and
cathedrals.

So, in 2024 I decided to follow in their footsteps but on an organised walking holiday for single
travellers, walking The French Way in a measured number of kilometers everyday and visiting places
of interest

The Camino Francés is an ancient pilgrimage route beginning in Saint-Jean-Pied-de-
Port, a picturesque town in southern France. It ends in Santiago de Compostela, a
sacred Spanish city where the Cathedral is believed to house St. James'’s remains.

I met another lady whose husband had died at the same time as mine and we
organised a special service at the la Cruz de Ferro, the famous landmark “ Iron Cross”.

We prayed, lit candles, painted stones, laughed and cried and remembered. I will never
forget those 8 days walking with like-minded people and finally reaching Santiago de Compostela,
attending the Pilgrims Mass, rubbing the shoulder of St James and getting my scallop shell blessed.

Louise Pance, Burnham Section Northampton Branch

As I prepare to make my 5th Shrewsbury Diocese pilgrimage
to Lourdes from St Mary’s church of the Immaculate
Conception in Crewe, I take a few moments to remember
special moments shared with fellow pilgrims: The young people
of the diocese (21 from Crewe this year) working so hard

and being so helpful with pilgrims needing wheelchairs. The
amazing and moving torchlight procession (see photo), singing [
with the diocese choir, nuns helping me to wash my face in the
Spring waters (no immersion since COVID) and above all the
peace and silent devotion at the Grotto.

Mawreen Sawtell, Crewe Section Shrewsburg Branch

Whilst Christine Bennett and Kathy Hurley from Holy Name Section,
Brentwood Branch, are not on pilgrimage, they are regular visitors to
Madeira during the month of June. In Portugal the feast of Corpus Christi
- is liturgically celebrated on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday and is a Holy
- Day and a national holiday. In Madeira, at the end of the Mass, there is a
procession through the streets in the surrounding neighbourhood. Flower
carpets are laid along these streets which are closed from 3:00pm to

: 8:00pm. The procession
covers about a mile
through the town.

Christine and Kathy at the
preparation of the Flower
Carpet.

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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ARUNDEL AND BRIGHTON BRANCH
Eastbourne Section

On Sunday 25th May a new Section

of the Catholic Women’s League in
Eastbourne held their inaugural Mass.
The Officers were inducted by Fr Neil.
Brenda Hilliam, Branch President, was in
attendance to welcome them, along with |
some other members. A huge thankyou is &
due to Fr Neil for his help and enthusiasm
for this new group. This new Section has
already compiled a calendar of spiritual, social and fund-raising

events for the next few months and we wish them well in this new venture where members
of all ages meet in the evening to allow those who work or have young children to join.

Margaret Von Speyr
\ ] J

DORSET BRANCH

Branksome and Parkstone Section

Members of Branksome and Parkstone ended
their Section meeting by exercising their lungs
tunefully with a singing session. There were some
rousing choruses of well loved songs such as My
Grandfather’s Clock and Tulips from Amsterdam.
The Happy Wanderer was popular with all.

Valderi, valdera, valderi.......!
Members donned their blue CWL tabards and
served a Lent lunch for the walkers sponsored to walk around

6 local churches. Everyone was served soup with cheese and
£1300 was raised.

Carol Gregory

( MIDDLESBROUGH BRANCH

Cottingham Section

Cottingham Section has recently enjoyed one of their regular Afternoon Teas which
are held for local and national charities. It was such an enjoyable afternoon with over
30 members, friends and parishioners enjoying lovely savouries and cakes prepared by
members. £410 was raised for Dove House, our local hospice.

Teresa I/LLH att

J

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ




PORTSMOUTH BRANCH

Lymington Section

Do you remember the CWL Planting of Trees Project to
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of the late Queen
Elizabeth II? A tree was given by Lymington CWL to Our Lady
of Mercy and St Joseph School for this very event and you
can see how it is thriving. Another tree and 4 bushes have
been added to the school garden since. The Section also
award an Annual Art Prize to 2 children and member, Eileen
went to the school and presented the £10 Vouchers to the 2
lucky winners for 2025.

®Barbara Chaperlin

Winchester Section

Winchester Section already know we have a poet,
and that some of our members are great cooks
but we did not know about a few other talents.
In December, Ros and Eileen helped us to make
lovely Christmas wreaths and decorations using
leaves, flowers and decorations like baubles and
pinecones. With a few instructions we all made
lovely seasonal decorations. Sue helped us make
- = felt flower brooches. If you could sew on a button
you could make a flower brooch! So, what hidden talents do your members have that
could be shared?

With a number of us not able to go to Walsingham, the Section
had a day retreat with the Dominican sisters at Sway in the New
Forest. The theme for the day was Hope. Sister Veronica led us
in a wide and varied approach and religious anticipatory hope,
types of prayer, seeing faith and hope in others and the value of
listening were all covered. Mass in their beautiful Chapel and a
period of Adoration brought the day to a close leaving us with a
lot to ponder and chat about on the way home.

Winchester’s cherry blossom tree was planted in the autumn
of 2022 at St Gregory’s Chuch, Alresford. It was planned to
celebrate Queen Elizabeth'’s Platinum Jubilee. Unfortunately,
by the time we had chosen a tree and decided where to

plant it, the Queen had died. The tree now seemed to mark

her jubilee and her death. Part of a legacy left to us by a
member, contributed to the cost of the tree and its plaque. Her
details are on the back of the plaque. Our tree has grown and
changed with the seasons and is a memorial to two women
who influenced the Winchester Section of the CWL.

H’LLarg Kemp and Sue buiLLg

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ




FROM AROUND THE SECTIONS
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PORTSMOUTH BRANCH
Hayling Island Section

On each Friday of Lent the different churches
in Hayling Island provide a soup lunch. It

is traditional for the Section to provide the
one that takes place in St Patrick’s Church Hall,
where Section meetings and other events take
place. The other churches have their donations
going to Christian Aid and Hayling Island
Section support CAFOD. As this is the biggest
car park on the Island and there are no steps
to negotiate into the Hall, it was, as usual, very
successful and donations were very generous.

Pauline Brice

Isle of Wight Section

The Isle of Wight Section invited friends and
parishioners to St George’s Afternoon Tea. As
well as enjoying good company and delicious
sandwiches and homemade cakes, our guests
were invited to help St George in his quest:

‘to find the hidden dragon’s egg. To cross the
Island far and wide, skill and craft must be
applied. To open all the locks and latches and
find the egg before it hatches’.

We then embarked on a table top treasure
hunt, solving clues, some hidden in ancient music manuscripts and crosswords, to locate
places on the Island where the dragon had been in search of the perfect hiding place to
protect her egg until it could be safely hatched.

The winning team had the honour of presenting a cheque for £1,200 to Pat (on the left of
the photograph) our Section member, who
received it on behalf of Across. As you may
know, Across is a charity created specifically
to provide transport and support to enable
those with special care needs to go on
pilgrimages to Lourdes. Pat has for many
years arranged for a Jumbulance to travel
from the Island taking VIPs and their helpers
and we were very pleased and honoured to
be able to help with the fundraising to cover
costs. Great fun was had by all, a definite
win-win situation!

Sue Mackett
\_ J

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk




FROM AROUND THE SECTIONS

SHREWSBURY BRANCH

Chester Section

On April 14th Chester Section held its Annual
Review and was pleased to welcome Branch
President, Maureen Sawtell, to the proceedings.
Before we started the Review we were privileged
to have a very interesting talk about his life in
the priesthood from Father Neil Robb from St
Werburgh, in Chester. After he graduated and
married, Fr Neil joined the Baptist Church where
he served as a Minister for some years before
becoming a Vicar in the Church of England in parishes in Frodsham and Kingsley near
Chester, After attending many retreats at Ampleforth College, he found himself increasingly
drawn to the Catholic faith eventually, being received and later ordained as a Catholic
Priest,

We recently enjoyed an afternoon tea party which was held in the Peace garden at
St Theresa RC Church, Chester. The members’ spirit was not dampened by the heavy rain
shower that suddenly arrived — in true CWL style we smiled through it!

®Barbara wall

Crewe Section

On the 16th April, 2025, Nora Walsh from Age UK gave a very informative and entertaining
presentation on the subject of Scams. She started by circulating details of various scams
that are operating at the moment together with ‘goodybags’ to be opened at the end of

her Talk. She explained that her aim was for us to be more informed and less anxious about
scams and encouraged audience participation. She talked briefly about the services that Age
UK can provide for people over the age of 50 including advising about benefits that people
were not aware of and the support they give to individual cases. She gave some attention-
grabbing statistics too! Nora shared many different types of scam letters including samples
supposedly from HMRC, banks and various charities. An exercise followed showing how

very authentic some of the fake examples were, making it so easy
for anyone to fall prey. Nora stressed the importance of reporting SCAM
scams to the police and also to Trading Standards if appropriate. ALERT!
We were told never open an email that has a line underneath it and
if buying anything over £100, use a credit card as the Consumer
Credit Act 1973 gives protection for this. Call blockers were discussed and we were made
aware of BT “flick a switch”, Telecom Protection Service and MPS a Mail Protection Service.

Finally, we were allowed to open our goody bags! They were filled with plenty of useful items,
including a booklet produced by Age UK about scams which covered everything within the
talk and two stickers to be placed on both sides of the front door to prompt awareness of
scams and to let the caller be aware that the resident is very much aware of scams.

This was a very informative presentation and Crewe Section would recommended other
Sections invite Age UK, or similar organisations, to give such a presentation about a

crime affecting all ages.
\ J
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FROM AROUND THE SECTIONS

Crewe Section continued
Crewe Section have gathered for us two prayers with which we may not be too familiar.

Prayer of St Raphaela Mary - That All May be One

Lord, we want to work to fulfil your desire, to make our world a place where all may live to

be united Like the fingers of a hand. We want to have the same desires as Jesus and St,
Raphaela to live united, because we know in union there is strength and Jesus tells us “Where
there is no Union, God is not present”.

We ask you, God Our Father, for the gift of being united in love, in kindness, in mutual
tolerance and forgiveness.We ask you this through the intercession of St Raphaela and
through Jesus Chris Our Lord, Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be to the Father.

Prayer for Blessed Pauline Jaricot

God Our Father, we give thanks for your servant, Blessed Pauline Jaricot who through her
commitment to the Gospel and passion for mission began the work for Missio. Despite
carrying many crosses, she never closed her heart to the needs of the poor. Following the
example of your Son, fortified by a life of prayer and nourished by the Eucharist, she helped
to build your kingdom of justice and mercy.

May we, like Blessed Pauline, share our faith humbly and charitably, and through prayer and
action work together to make your love known to all creation, Grant through her intercession
the favour I now ask of you (make your intercession) Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be to the Father.

Anne Walker and Margaret Hughes
\

WESTMINSTER BRANCH

Greenford Section

The ladies had a super evening ‘trying’ to make wild flower
sun catchers. We collected some flowers, (and bought
some), positioned them beautifully in laminating pouches, &
then fed them through a laminator. Some came out
beautifully, others were a bit, let’s say... experimental.

We also had a bric a brac sale with teas and coffees after 8% =
Mass one Sunday, as part of our annual fundraising. -
This year we are raising money for an outside reading shed for Our Lady of the Visitation
Primary School, so that children can take their love of reading outside.

Claire Rice

Welwyn Garden City

Our CWL Welwyn Garden City Section has organised
Lenten lunches raising £630 for our charities fund
supporting SVP, HCPT and the purchase of new mass 5
books for the parish. Various activities included a raffle and §
sale of crocheted items for Marie Curie, raising £150 and
enjoying a VE day party in one of our member’s Garden.

sgL\/Le Nichols

CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk




FROM AROUND THE SECTIONS

NORTHAMPTON BRANCH

The representatives from Northampton Branch
experienced a most prayerful weekend at
Walsingham. Some of them managed to
walk the Pilgrims’ Way there and back and
enter the Slipper Chapel through the Jubilee
Holy Door. Bishop Philip led the prayers and
liturgies and was a true Spiritual Advisor,
making time to speak to every member. We
are pictured with our candles after prayers in
the garden.

Gerrards Cross Section

Members from the Section congratulate
Noreen Cadell who has been awarded the
Bene Merenti medal for her services to the
Church, particularly, for her work for the
London and Slough Run for the homeless.
CWL members who were at the AGM in
2023 will remember Malcolm Johnstone
from the London & Slough Run who spoke
so passionately about the project.

Maureen BUrrows

Burnham Section

The ladies enjoyed afternoon tea at The Thames Valley Hospice in Windsor. We raised £100,
from the teq, plus £33 from our collection tin which we presented to the staff. We put out
the collecting tin at every meeting for people to empty their purses of small change.

i
|
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FROM AROUND THE SECTIONS

SOUTHWARK BRANCH

Southwark held their Annual Review in Roehampton
Section where eight very enthusiastic young women
hosted the meeting with a marvellous lunch. Joanna
Bogle the ‘Catholic Journalist’ talked about women
saints, showing they were not all feeble virgins dying
young but strongminded women — just like CWL
members!

Four Sections represented the Branch at the National
Pilgrimage to Walsingham and a wonderful time was
had by all. Branch Officers attended the beautiful Corpus Christi flower festival in

Arundel Cathedral and after a prayerful Mass (attended by the Duke of Norfolk and his family),
the procession wound its way through the castle grounds in bright sunshine. After four hours
worship of Mass, procession and two Benedictions so soon after Walsingham everyone felt very
holy! Certainly, very Blessed. They were further blessed to meet Marie Norbury from PACT. She
now works in HMP Wandsworth and explained how CWL had sent bibles to the prison — just

as they had run out and needed them. She also said how pleased the prisoners are with their
crosses in the pocket and how they appreciate not only the crosses themselves but also being
thought and cared about. How lovely to get such positive feedback for our work.

A delicious afternoon tea, hosted by Beckenham Section with interesting table quizzes, was so
well enjoyed. The members loved meeting National President Siobhan who was the guest.

The Branch are looking forward to tea with Beckenham Section next month which Siobhan is
also due to attend. Thank you, Siobhan, for coming to events like this as it shows members who
may not always be able to attend National events, the wider CWL, and makes them feel their
work is appreciated.

Next the Branch are also going to visit Richmond Synagogue after a shared lunch with
Richmond Section.

So, Southwark Sections are working well and meeting together as a Branch.
Mavrte Potter Southwark Branch President

Petts Wood Section
A very busy few days was had by the members at the end of May.

They held their annual afternoon tea for ladies from the Bromley CWL
Section and other Bromley Catholic churches as well as ladies from
the other churches in Petts Wood. They were joined by Father Bryan — §
Wells (Spiritual Adviser) and Father David (Parish Priest). Everyone was
extremely excited that Siobhan, National President, was able to join
them for the afternoon, having enjoyed an unintended sightseeing
walk around Petts Wood.

Two days later it was the time for the annual plant sale. This was held :‘?
in the church garden after each of the three weekend Masses. The '
weather, not raining and not too windy, was perfect. A good number
of parishioners came along and enjoyed not just looking at the plants and

buying them but also chatting to others they would not normally have a chance to talk to.
Anin Huntingodon

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk




FROM OUR DIREGT SECTIONS

(BRI TON FERRY )

Like in all parishes, Chairman Peggy Hoare-Davies reports that things are changing locally. Fr
Krzysztof Kucharski is very appreciative and loves that the Section is involved in so many parish
activities. The members are involved in the counting of collections, Gift Aid, visiting the sick and
lonely and being very involved with the local Food Bank. Other voluntary work includes manning
\the Briton Ferry charity shop and library.

(SWINDON

The members received this lovely letter from Becky, their Pact link at HMP Eastwood Park:
I just wanted to take the opportunity to reach out on behalf of my team and thank all of you who
put together the release bags for the women leaving custody at HMP Eastwood Park. I have worked
in this role for 4 years now and for all the support we give while the women are with us, there is
always an element of concern for how they will get on when they leave, an anxiety that they often
understandably share. We are always looking for services and resources to connect women with
before they return to the community to provide some reassurance, but I can confidently say that I
have never seen a reaction to a referral in the way that your bags are responded to! We separate
the bags into the various item groups, and the women come to one of our offices and “shop” for the
sizes/colours/scents that they like, which we then deliver to reception for them to collect when they
are released. For a brief moment the women get to feel like themselves and have a bit of fun in
what is often a stressful time full of mixed emotions.
I can’t thank you enough for your generosity nor convey how much the women 7 ”
appreciate and enjoy the thought and kindness that goes into your donations. i
Not only do your donations help to better prepare the women for when they POCT

leave, they give us one last opportunity to remind them of themselves and that ., TR Do

they are deserving which is priceless. P Fombo - Comemurdtios
\ y,
( MORPETH )

Morpeth Section is I believe the most northerly Section in England and the only Section in

the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. However, we are going from strength to strength with
another new member this month, making 5 new members this year and 29 members in total. Our
programme for 2025 includes:

Soap Box (members can have their say on a topic of their choice); Say it with Flowers (the
opportunity to use paints, felt pens or acrylics); Out and About (Treasure Hunt about the town);
Table Games (always popular); Coffee Morning (occasional to raise funds and promote the League
in the parish and town) Just a little taster of what we get up to in the north-east.

Walsingham: Two members from Morpeth Section were privileged to visit Walsingham. This was the
first visit for Gillian. Although, Walsingham is quite a long way from home in the North East it was
very worthwhile making the journey. The friendship offered by and to everyone was very moving. We
made new friends and renewed acquaintances. On Friday evening we explored the Anglican Shrine,
it was so peaceful and prayerful, and we had the opportunity to light candles for the members of
our Section. However, in contrast the visit to the Catholic Shrine, there were so many people, but

we still had time to visit all the sites, the Slipper Chapel, the Holy Ghost Chapel and to attend the
Pilgrims Mass in the Chapel of Reconciliation, where Bishop Philip was the Principal Celebrant. On
Saturday evening we had two short quizzes. Although we did not win, we really enjoyed taking part.
On Sunday we attended Mass in the Parish Church and three local children made their First Holy
Communion, a real pleasure to witness, the church was packed. Thank you to Siobhan and everyone
that was involved in the organisation, a lot of hard work but very much appreciated. Thank you.
\ELLzabeth Dixon

J
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TERSLETTERS LETTERSLETTERS LETTERSLETTERS LETTERSLETTERSLETT

“Here are two letters received at HQ recently — they reflect recent work carried out
by League Trustees on the members’ behalf. Common to the letters is the essence

of what it really means to be a CWL member. We are encouraged to be charitable

at Section, Branch and National levels, secure in the knowledge that this impacts

positively on those around us.”

Having worked for almost three years for Pact — during which time I met Siobhan and the wonderful
ladies of the CWL - then a short while with the Irish Chaplaincy, I now have the privilege of being a RC
Chaplain at HMP Wandsworth. Prison chaplaincy is first and foremost about journeying with people
who, for whatever reason and from all walks of life, find themselves in prison. Prison is a great leveller;
no matter a person’s status in society, once inside the prison regime is the same for everyone — and it
is not easy.

HMP Wandsworth, in south-west London, is a large, Victorian built, remand prison housing
approximately 1,500 men. As a remand prison we have a transient population; people come and go
and, sadly, sometimes come back again. This brings additional challenges and creates a constant
need for Bibles and other faith resources. We are immensely grateful for the recent CWL donation

of 100 RC Bibles. It is often in the darkest of times that people turn, or turn back, to God so the
importance of having a Bible to read and pray with cannot be underestimated. In their own words:
“The first time I picked the Bible back up, Jesus came back to me and I remembered being 4 years

old, sitting in the living room. My Nanna laid the Bible on my lap and said, ‘Read this. This is how life
should be lived.’” That has stayed with me ever since.”

“Please, I would like people to remember that Jesus was a prisoner himself.”

“I believe that having a Bible has saved me...”

“If it can work for me, it can work for anyone. You just have to make that first move and that’s to
believe!”

So, thank you CWL for your generous donation and your prayers. Your support means a very great
deal to us all but especially to those prisoners who feel alone and forgotten. The Bible — and the Cross
in pocket — helps them to know that Christ is always with them. They are never alone.

God bless you all.

Marie Norbury, RC Chaplain

Dear Christine and Members of the Catholic Women's League,
I hope this letter finds you all in good health and high spirits.

I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for the support I received from the Catholic Women'’s
League for the three years of my PhD studies.

Your support was not just a financial help, but also a source of encouragement and reassurance
during a challenging and formative period in my academic journey.

I am pleased to share that yesterday (19th June) I had my final PhD viva and I passed my PhD viva
with minor corrections. I expect to complete the final revisions over the next couple of months and
plan to return to India by the end of September.

Your kindness and generosity made a significant difference in my life and ministry, allowing me to
focus on my studies. I remain deeply grateful for your belief in my potential and your commitment to
supporting students in need.

Thank you once again for being part of my journey.
With warm regards and sincere thanks,
Fr Stanly Wilson SAC, St Marys Cathedral Newcastle upon Tyne

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales



May 22, 2025

INVISIBLE NO MORE

Hello fellow members, I would like to tell you about a recent WUCWO webinar that
I attended, called Invisible No More. It was a deeply inspiring session where I was
able to listen to the testimonies and experiences of ambassadors speaking of their
experiences, all giving visibility to the stories of invisible women.

WUCWO wants to keep welcoming new ambassadors with the mission to make
‘invisible women visible’. The challenge of reaching 1000 ambassadors from all over
the world stands at over 800. I ask you, could any of our CWL members become an
ambassador for the Invisible Women here in England?

On another point the WUCWO European Regional Meeting this year is 13th - 16th
November in Budapest, Hungary. I am able to go this year and anyone of you could
also come along. Please get in touch with me if you would like to do so. I must stress,
however, that all arrangements will have to be undertaken by yourself.

As your representative, if there are any issues you would like me to
put forward at this Meeting, please let me know.

Veronica Cross,
|l CWL Liaison to the World Union of
Catholic Women’s Organisations

Design & Print by Advent Print, Preston. Tel: 01772 204845



