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NATIONAL
PRESIDPENT

Well, I've done a classic with this edition; I thought I had written my
column but had to be reminded that I hadn’'t! Our magazines and
monthly newsletters seem to come about with increasing frequency as
I age!

So here we are nearing the end of 2025! Every Christmas I vow that I'm
going to be more organised by the next. We have just had a wonderful
time at our AGM at The Hayes, and our speakers were inspiring!

The CWL has a long association with CAFOD, being involved - with other Catholic women’s
organisations - in its start. Christine Allen, their CEO is leading the charity in challenging times with
global conflict and environmental impact, but through it all there is real hope and change because
of the projects undertaken. Sometimes we must recognise that we cannot change the world, but
we can change some aspects of it through our prayer, action and support.

David Wells, our speaker on the Saturday morning of the AGM weekend, never fails to inspire me.
He has the ability to delve into our emotions and make us realise that we are all vulnerable people
trying to make sense of life and the part we play in it.

All'in all, we had a great weekend, and it was a sheer pleasure to share it with all of you who could
attend.

I must say a huge welcome to all our members in two new Sections: Eastbourne in Arundel &
Brighton Branch and Rickmansworth in Westminster. I can guarantee that you have joined a
wonderful family of women who laugh, learn and pray together and we are looking forward to
meeting you all at online and in-person events.

We have new recruitment literature now and even a Membership Committee, so are on a mission!
It’s so easy to say that no one wants to join organisations any more, but there are so many
parishes that haven’t even heard of us! There are new pastures to explore...

Next year we will celebrate 120 years of our League and will be inviting everyone to London. Farm
Street Catholic Church, Mayfair is a church that meant so much to our founder, Margaret Fletcher,
as she was received into the Catholic Church there. Our Mass will be on Saturday 1st August at
lunchtime, 12.30pm and afterwards we will organise refreshments in their parish centre. Some of
you may travel there for the day, while others make a weekend of it. I will try and help by sourcing
the best value accommodation and Brentwood members are planning to offer beds for the event,
too.

I was expecting to step down from the National President’s role in October 2025, but unfortunately
for you all, am carrying on until October next year. Please give some serious consideration

and prayer to the forthcoming National President election. Would you be willing to stand as a
candidate? I genuinely love the role and have been hugely appreciative of the opportunity to serve
you all; I can truly say that it is a pleasure and privilege to be involved at this level.

Finally, please be assured that if there is any gripe you may have, any suggestion to pass on, any
help you may need, I am here for you. Keep looking at our monthly newsletters to see what is
planned and pass this magazine to someone - when you have finished with it. You never know who
may be inspired to join us as a result!

stobhawn x

CWL National President siobhan.garibaldi@nt/world.com



Celebrated

In July, this year, St Mary’s Cathedral was packed with friends,

family and senior Catholic clergy, plus representatives from other denominations, as the diocese
honoured Bishop Terry Drainey and Emeritus Bishop John Crowley for their years of faithful
service. The Mass marked 50 years since Bishop Terry was ordained to the priesthood and 60
years since the same milestone for Bishop John.

Members of the Middlesbrough Branch were at the Cathedral for the celebrations.

There are more details of the celebration in The Middlesbrough Diocesan Voice:
https://middlesbrough-diocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/sept-voice2.pdf

Some members may remember when Bishop John Crowley was our Spiritual Adviser. In 2006 he
‘stepped down’ as Bishop of Middlesbrough due to ill-health and asked to be relieved of his CWL
duties after the AGM. The new National President, Sheila Jennings, invited Bishop Peter Doyle to
take over. Perhaps some members remember him giving the Homily in Westminster Cathedral in
2009 for Doreen Pooley’s National President’s Mass held there. The mosaic of Joan of Arc was a

focus of the celebration and CWL members continued the tradition of the ‘mile of pennies’... (see
Snippets from Archives)

Bishop John is fondly remembered by many of the CWL members who will be so pleased to hear
of this celebration. Ad multos annos!

Left to right: Lilian Finch, Margaret Wilkinson, Bishop Paul McAleenan (Westminster),
Bishop John Crowley (Emeritus Middlesbrough), Margaret Clark

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ
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Westcliff on Sea Section, Brentwood Branch responded to an
appeal from Visit Southend for knitted or crocheted poppies

to adorn the town'’s pier for Remembrance Day. In total 210
poppies were knitted by ladies at St. Helens Church and delivered
to the donation point. Tens of thousands have been crafted
altogether and there are enough to turn the pier (at 1.33 miles
long, the longest pleasure pier in the world) red this November. It
should look amazing!

Elizabeth Uupsher

Easingwold Section, Middlesbrough Branch, has been
preparing since early summer:

We have a lady new to our Parish, who is a “yarn bomber”, and

interested in joining our CWL Section. She has inspired those

who knit/crochet in the CWL and parish to make poppies in

readiness for Remembrance Sunday. We have enough

poppies for a wreath and a large cross to hang on our church

railings. Now we plan to cover a cargo net for the church -
. . railings on the main street through Easingwold, so the

display will benefit the whole community in honouring the fallen.

Susan Harrand Poppy patterns: knitting and crochet are
readily available - if anyone needs a link
contact the Magazine Team.

Ripon Shrine: Iain and I made a trip to the Wayside Crucifix this
morning to check that all was well. It was good to see that the broken
foot on Christ’s leg had been repaired/crossed over, and that the
existing benches were looking good. Since I last visited, it was amazing
to see that the two newest trees, planted in spring 2024 in readiness
for CWLs visit in the June, were climbing the heights. There were also

5 poppy wreaths at the foot of the plinth, which added to the overall
appearance and evidence that the site is visited quite often. I trust all
is well with the CWL and members. God Bless everyone.

Barbara Stitt, former Leeds Branch President

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk
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The Services Booklet (available on the website) provides details of
the work of the CWL during both World Wars.

In July, Jean (National Secretary) received an email from

Carole Cooper requesting a copy of the booklet. In the ensuing
discussion Carole shared a wonderful memory of the CWL
National Pilgrimage, June 2009, to Westminster Cathedral (also
the 65th anniversary of D-Day). More than 1,100 members
attended and the Mass was concelebrated by Bishop Peter
Doyle, CWL Spiritual Adviser, Bishop John Crowley, past Spiritual
Adviser, and Bishop John Arnold of Westminster.

At the end of the Mass a crucifix, made from the original cross that stood outside St Peter’s Hall
(the Forces hut at Westminster Cathedral) was carried in procession and rededicated by Mgr
John Walsh, Principal RAF Chaplain and Administrator of the Bishopric of the Forces. It had been
in the Pastoral Centre, near St Albans, after being ‘rescued’ by one of the priests during a revamp
at the Cathedral. Carole’s late husband, who was keen on woodwork, restored it to its current
splendid state. It now hangs on a wall opposite the lift in Westminster Cathedral, close to the
spot where the original crucifix stood outside the Forces Hut.

The Penny Collection: In 1909 every member was asked to contribute one penny to the
Cathedral and £408 14s 11d was raised to create the mosaic of Joan of Arc. In 2009, with every
member asked to contribute £1, a cheque for £4,000 was given to the Cathedral. Members
visited the crypt and saw the processional cross, bought by the CWL for Cardinal Bourne

(4th Archbishop of Westminster (1903-35) - only used in processions with the Archbishop of
Westminster. Members were delighted when Archbishop Vincent Nichols joined them in the
Cathedral Hall after the Mass.

(source: https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/14510)

29th September 2025 marked the 175th anniversary of the Restoration of Catholic
Hierarchy in England & Wales. Pope Pius IX restored the hierarchy in 1850, creating 13 new
dioceses. Nicholas Wiseman was appointed as Archbishop of Westminster and elevated to
Cardinal the next day - the first in England since the Reformation.

From ‘The Catholic Women’s League 1906-1956’ - A Brief History by Annetta Lord

“A rally was organised by the CWL on Sunday 4th June 1950 - held in the Albert Hall,
London in commemoration of the Holy Year (for those who could not get to Rome) and
to celebrate the centenary of the restoration of the Hierarchy. Cardinal Griffin presided
at the rally which had as its main theme recognition of the plight of many refugees and
displaced persons, especially women. 5,000 women attended including a large party
from Newcastle (who booked a special train), a contingent from Jersey was present and
Catholic Women from New Zealand (en route from Rome).”

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk 5



members have undertaken during this special Jubilee Year.

Mawny of you have participated in pilgrimages as individuals, 2
as a Section or Branch or by joining the many other P LGR\"\
pilgrimages available to us all.

-
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(t has beew inspirational to hear of the many Pilgrimages ' ; T
&

Carol Gregory, Dorset Branch reports -

‘I recently went to Medjugorje with a group of pilgrims which
included six CWL members: Joy and Julia from Torquay, Debbie,
Shirley, Joan and myself from Branksome. Some had been before,
but this was my first visit. An early surprise was that dinner was
at 4pm to accommodate the daily prayer programme which
takes place in the Piazza around the Church of St James. Each
evening saw Rosary, Confessions, Holy Mass in Croatian and
Adoration. This area can seat up

to 10,000 people and it is quite full
most evenings. There was also Mass
~ in English every morning, as well as

. other activities such as climbing to
the Blue Cross and Apparition Hill. T
did not attempt the Holy Cross Hill

as that was very challenging. We had
time for shopping, sightseeing and as
the weather was so hot (sometimes
up to 30 degrees), we also included siesta time. One of my favourite
places became the candle grotto where I went several times to light
candles for my family and friends and to sit contemplatively watching
the flames flickering in the air. The experience was quite different from
Lourdes; I found it very spiritual and full of joy.’

Nine members of Swindon Section
took part in the Clifton Diocese
pilgrimage to Glastonbury in
September. They carried the CWL
banner in the procession around
the Abbey grounds and through the
streets of Glastonbury.

n CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ




And when Maria Owen, CWL Communications Team was going through some old CWL material,
she came across this wonderful piece from 1950 -‘Modern Pilgrims to Rome.

Miss Lucy Talbot is the driver, Mrs Eulalia
Drummond-Murray the pillion rider. They took one
month to travel the 3,400 miles from the South of
England to Rome. Crossing from Dover, travelling
through Paris, Dijon and Lausanne and over the
Alps into Simplon (where they were serenaded)
they continued through Parma, Florence and
Scimmia to Rome. After staying in Rome for a week,
their route home allowed a 4 day visit to Lourdes
and a trip to Rouen before crossing the Channel.

In the Bournemouth Times newspaper cutting (7th
July 1950) Eulalia is described as living at Grey
Lodge, 122 Southbourne Road, and that she was

a former secretary of the Bournemouth Catholic
Women'’s League. It would be wonderful if anyone
could shed further light on this interesting lady...
Born in Ballybrittas, Ireland, Eulalia Heaven was
half-Spanish half Anglo-Irish. Named after her
godmother, the Infanta Dona Eulalia of Spain, she
could trace her descent from the Kings of Navarre.
Eulalia married Edward John Drummond-Murray of
Mastrick and their son, William, was born in 1929.

If you are interested in history and heraldry look up William Drummond-Murray. After divorce, in
1936, her husband remarried and had 3 more children, but we know little more of Eulalia’s life other
than she made two trips to USA and that she was a gifted heraldic painter. There is no sign of her
death on the usual sites. As she was born in Ireland maybe she went back there to die??

Many thanks to Marguerite Boulter for helping research this article.

Looking for speakers who will share their experiences with us in a lively manner at our CWL meetings
is always slightly nerve-racking. Whom shall we ask? Will they be willing? Will they turn up? Will they
be good at it?

Brenda on the Wire

Richmond Section shared this Speaker:

We hoped to hear something interesting but
also amusing and entertaining. Who could be
better than Brenda Baliga, a bona fide circus
artist?! Our parish magazine had published
an article on her, and she is part of the Sunday
Mass Welcoming team - so was very easy to
approach!

Brenda did not hesitate and certainly didn’t
disappoint! She brought some of her beautiful
costumes and jewellery, her balancing fan,
many photographs ...

To read more of her story go to: https://
catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk/what-weve-been-up-to/

CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk



REMEMBRANCE

November is the time of year when we especially remember the
dead, our loved ones, our war dead, those who have no-one to
pray for them. In the Catholic Women'’s League, we have a Book

of Remembrance listing all our deceased Members and we offer
prayers for them at the AGM Mass. Please send notice of deceased
members to Jean for inclusion in the Liber Defunctorum.

We rejoice when younger members join the CWL but accept that,
as many of us are of pensionable age, attending funerals might be
a frequent occurrence. Rather than fill our pages with obituaries we
plan to celebrate those strong inspirational women who have lived
life to the full and, as an example, offer the life of:

Dr Marie Bernadette Rowlands 1932-2025

A Woman of Our Time, a Leading Historian of Catholicism,
Member of CWL and Our Lady’s Catechists. Born on 11th
February 1932, Marie grew up in Wolverhampton, where

her all-girl’s convent school taught her that there were three
vocations for women: marriage, religious life or being single.
Having four unmarried aunts, Marie said she was very aware
of the advantages of being single: independence of action and
finances. From a young age she had no doubt that this was her
appointed path.

Her faith was the centre of her life: she was deeply involved in
Catholic education, parish catechesis and a stalwart member
of Our Lady’s Catechists and the CWL Birmingham Branch.
The pinnacle of her professional career was Head of History at
the newly founded Newman College of Higher Education (now
Newman University).

Achieving great recognition as a professional
historian, her research and publications changed
the perception of the role of laypeople, particularly
women. She spent her life researching the lives and
experiences of ‘ordinary Catholics’. In 2020, following
the publication of her book ‘Recusant Women 1560-
1646’, Marie was awarded the Benemerenti Medal,
by the Pope, to recognise her exceptional service to
the Catholic Church. At her funeral Mass, Fr Cecil
Rogerson eulogised that Marie should be lauded in
the same ranks as St John Henry Newman for her
services to the Church. To read more of her life and
achievements:

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/news/
obituary-dr-marie-rowlands-rip

n CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk




WEBSITES TO BROWSE:

Earlier this year I was encouraged by Siobhan

Garibaldi to subscribe to ICN. The following is a I C N
brief synopsis of what I consider to be a unique
and valuable service independent catholic news

Independent Catholic News (ICN) was the first online
news service in the UK: set up by Josephine Siedlecka
in May 2000, in response to Tertio Milennio Adveniente, which called for lay people to play a more
active role in the work of the Church. Josephine (Jo) felt that as journalists, this project was one way
they could make a worthwhile contribution.

As a publication it has an International Standard Serial Number allocated by the British Library:
Independent Catholic news - ISSN 2752-9487

The aim of ICN is to provide speedy and accurate news coverage of many subjects of interest to
Catholics and the wider Christian community. In addition, there are “diary items” including the
Saint of the Day, Vatican Media Service, Sunday Reflection, *Gospel in Art, Prayer Requests
and linked pages for fuller reports. Updated in 2009 and 2018 ICN now has social media sites on
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

News items covered recently include Pope Leo urging Catholics to pray the Rosary daily for World
Peace throughout October; the Holy See confirming commitment to Women’s Rights at UN; Stella
Maris Chaplaincy and their work for Seafarers, and an Open letter from Medical Aid for Palestine to
President Trump to help stop the killing in Gaza - which has left over 35,000 children without one or
both parents.

You can subscribe daily, weekly or simply dip into Gospel in Art: https//christian.art/

the latest news or diary events just logon to

www.indcatholicnews.com ;? Chrlstlan Ar t)

Maureen Sawtell CWL Communications Team

r@ Aid to the On RED WEDNESDAY, 19th November, churches and h

. other buildings across the UK are lighting up red to honour
Church in Need Christians su?fering for their faith \A?orldv?idg. For countless
ACN UNITED KINGDOM  cpictinn women and their families, persecution is a daily
reality — from discrimination and forced conversion in Pakistan to displacement due to
violence and conflict in parts of Africa and the Middle East. Aid to the Church in Need (ACN),
a Catholic charity, responds by offering emergency aid, pastoral care, trauma healing and
education programmes. With the help of generous benefactors, and the tireless witness of
religious sisters and other project hope and embody Christ’s love.

Amy Balog, acnuk.org

Find out how you can get involved at acnuk.org/redwednesday.

\ The AGM raffle raised the sum of £727.20 for Aid to the Church in Need

J

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales 9
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“Anything particular you want for your birthday?” Me: “Money/vouchers towards another
adventure, please!” ... and I have loved every challenge afforded me.

Milder activities: driving an Army Scorpion Tank and a Fire Engine might be useful one day!!?
More challenging was Mud and Monster Truck driving on a 4x4 track through woods - avoiding
trees and water-filled ditches. Karting kept me
close to the ground: NO engine, good brakes, ool
hurtling round corners and through tunnels while 'ﬂ_!.“ .
steering down a Quarry! Water skiing and Aqua B
Sailing in the Mediterranean were wonderful:
warm water and hot sun. Scuba Diving in a
giant Aquarium introduced underwater life and
the exhausting reality of a full wet suit and
heavy oxygen tanks! White Water Rafting in
the Lee Valley (2012 London Olympics site) was
refreshing on a very hot day. Speed seemed a
big factor as the 8-person canoes hurtle around
the course, throwing us from side to side.
Exhilarating as we hung on!!

‘Go Ape’, with high-roped walkways linking trees, was a strange experience. Waiting for the
person in front to move on - plenty of time to enjoy the amazing treetop world. The scariest
experience was the most exhilarating too: Walking across the O2 on a very windy day. It was
hard work, but the views spectacular! Easier viewing at the Shard! Top prize in ‘scary’ goes to
stepping off the red ArcelorMittal Orbit at the Olympic Stadium, Stratford. Harness strapped
tightly ...up in the lift ... onto the platform... ‘back out’ to the metal plate (the wind blowing
behind) ... hold the ropes (special gloves)! Stepping off into nothingl!!... literally suspended in
airl Let out the rope to control descent... nothing to hold onto! Surprisingly, I took in the views
across London. Once on the ground, I was literally buzzing with adrenalin. A totally amazing
experience! Perhaps this year a pamper day while I think consider my next adventure: Jet Skiing/
Wing-Walking?

Michéle Ta 5Lor—Rose, Boxmoor Section, Westminster Branch

Michele has also sent in: “Wonderful Places On Our Doorstep” which will be posted on our
website: https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk/what-weve-been-up-to/

( Are you in need of an inspiring (and experienced) Speaker for your Section or Branch
Meetings? Joanna Bogle, Broadcaster, Catholic author, and Experienced Speaker, will offer
her knowledge and skills to any CWL group on a number of Topics e.g. Sue Ryder - Catholic
woman of faith and action, born 1924, served in WWII with First Aid Nursing Yeomanry
and SOE; worked with refugees; Palliative Care/Bereavement. Or Feasts and Seasons - ideas
on celebrating the Church’s year. Why is Lent 40 days? St John the Baptist honoured at
Midsummer? Discover our rich Catholic heritage...

Note from Joanna: “I require no fee...just cover my train fare (I have a railcard)!”
For more details contact Joanna: auntiejoanna@yahoo.co.uk

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk




What is Hope,
(ﬁs whydoweneedit,
: £ and what difference 455
- does it make? ==
Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire

David Wells is a truly inspiring Speaker who had every member enthralled in
the Buttery Hall on Saturday morning as he gave his presentation on Hope.
will try to do him justice with the following summary.

David reminded us of our Catechism teaching that Hope is a Cardinal

Virtue (sustains) together with Faith (believes) and Love (responds). So,

what is Hope, he asked? He explained that there is Circumstantial Hope e.g.
“I hope it's a good party”, and Spiritual Hope, “on earth as it is in heaven”.

. Everyone knows what it is to hope. In the heart of each person hope
dwells as the desire and expectation of good things to come despite our not
knowing what the future may bring.

Pope Francis. Spec non Confundit. Papal Bull of Indiction, Jubilee Year 2025.

Why do we need Hope and what difference does it make? Well, “Hope restores and revitalises, believes
in goodness, perseveres in trials and thinks beyond the circumstance”, David explained and asked us
to remember that “the enemy of Hope is cynicism”. He went on to explain that Hopelessness feels like
apprehensiveness, anxiety and apprehension and we all must pray to not be robbed of hope:

“Let Hope turn Apprehensiveness into Confident Trust; Anxiety into Serenity and Hesitation and Doubt
into Conviction”.

Maureen Sawtell

-
Three members from our new Section in Eastbourne (Marie-Pierre Bijlani, Ilona Hollands and Vivian
Ike) took a few minutes to discuss with Trustee, Maureen Sawtell on the Section’s journey in CWL so
far.

Margaret von Speyr, from Bexhill Section, worked with the parish and organised a cheese and wine
party which attracted a large group of ladies and 20 signed up!

It was a real challenge, being thrown in at the deep end but Marie-Pierre explained how they wanted
to build on that initial interest. Not wasting time they held the launch meeting in April, just one
month later and it worked!

Marie-Pierre went on to say that they have been involved with local organisations such as Langney
Community Centre, Adam’s Light, a local charity for suicide prevention and soon, they will hear from
Beachy Head Chaplaincy and RNLI. The members are all enjoying meeting new people and sharing
their stories. When Maureen asked their thoughts on the age gap of CWL - 30s to 90s - Vivian, the
youngest, said she didn’t have a problem and enjoyed meeting older members, learning from their
experiences.

To the question, ‘Is it a problem with work and young families?’ they said that juggling the time can
be challenging but they make it work as they only meet once a month. The Section welcomes young
mums and won't mind if they have to miss the odd meeting, ‘they are still members’.

Asked how CWL can be improved, the three young women all said, * Why try to mend what is not
broken? We love CWL. And there was a resounding YES! See you next year! when asked if they had
enjoyed the AGM weekend.

\Ma ureen Sawtell

J

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ




It was an excellent weekend. There was so much that made it
specral the company, of course, but also the important business

of the AGM where everything was kept moving along efficiently o
while still allowing everyone to have their say and to feel, hopefully, "
that they were an integral part of the League itself. There were two ¢

really inspiring Invited Speakers (Christine Allen, Director of Cafod
and David Wells, a well-known catholic inspirational speaker) and
one of our own members, Sarah from Wolverhampton, who gave a
wonderful talk on the Church’s new saint, St Carlo Acutis. The social
aspect of the AGM was so very good as always: meeting members
both old and new, catching up with familiar faces and making those
new connections. All in all, it was one of those weekends where
everything just came together beautifully - the formal proceedings,
the informal chats, the genuine comradery and the whole
atmosphere especially when we were gathered together in prayer led
by Bishop Philip. It really was a fabulous weekend. ”

Left: 6 National Presidents
of CWL - from 2007 to the
present

€6 A~ busy, active, joyous weekend with tnspirational speakers. t was so
pleased to hear more about St Carlo Acutis. Our meeting certainly held a

Lot of faith, friendship, and fun! Thanks to yow all for a great AGM.99
Carole Cooper, Westminster

CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ



€€ 1t was wonderful to be with You all this weekend
and 'm so pleased that the talk was so well recelved.

L got some Lovely feedback from. People. 1 hope the rest
of the weekend went well. | wanted to express m

thanks to you for the vVery generous donation of
£5,000 towards CAFOD. That was wonderful, and
if there is a photo | would Love to have a copy so we
ean post it on our social media if that is oK.99
Christine Allen, Cafod

§ My first visit to The Hayes in Swanwick for
the AGM was absolutely amazing. ( Learned
so much from the wonderful speakers and
also by talking to the members. tt made me
realise how blessed and fortunate we are to
have a group such as CWL. [ felt ALIVE
as the hours progressed which were full of
Laughter, along with some tears, during the
different subjects being discussed. | would

hope and pray for each and every member of €« [Just wanted t, say what
CwWL to have the wonderful experience and @ fantastic AGM we have
blessings we all received from owr time at The Just had. The speakers weye
Hayes. May God continue to bless the cwL wonderful, and it was <, good
with many wmore good Ladies joining in. tdo meeting up with ol friemds
hope to attend wmore meetings in the future.99 and making new ppec. N
Pauline Heathcote, Altrincham Section Brenda Hilliam, Bexhill-on-Seq Section

€€ our AcM weekend has just ended. what a weekend it was!
The camaraderie, the meeting up with our longstanding
CWL friends and the two stimulating and thought-
provoking speakers were all the highlights of the time
together. FLrs’ch, Christine Allen, CAFOD Director, not
only spoke about the origins of CAFOD, but how the
ave reaching out bmwmediately with much needed and
continuing help in the areas where it is most needed,
Swoan, gaza and Ukraine. Secondly, Pavid wWells spoke
about why we need and must never be robbed of hope. It
restores and revitalises. Hope reminds us that we are Loveo
no matter what. Hope makes us rise above our trials. we left
on Sunday afternoon feeling motivated ano encouraged
for the future of our cwiL. 99
Teresa Ulyatt, Cottingham Section

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk




I '“m.

€€ A wonderful
weekend! (nteresting
formal business;
efficient reports;
participation
great. Social times
most enjoyable.
Accommodation and
food great. 99

Philippa Catterall,
Ulverston

2 66 Thank you so much for a
I wonderful AGM. t was only
the 4th AGM U've been to and |
thought it was wonderful tn so
many ways. The two visiting
Speakers were inspirational as
was the talk on Carlo Acutis by
cwlL menmber, Saralh Anodrews
from wolverhampton Section.
This was especially interesting
as we had visited the church
where he is buried last year. The
very prayerful Bvening Pra yer
on Friday, led by Bishop Philip
and the two masses he celebrated
over the weekend, were very
special indeed. The Christmas
card activity was much enjoyed
and the evening entertainment
great fun with the newer
younger members and some of

€€ Mencbers of the cwiL enjoyed their AGm
at the lovely Hayes Conference Centre in,
Swanwick. it was a joyous weekend where
fuee—,mw?ded wowen gathered to Listen tp
tnsplrational speakers, create Christimas
cards for Prisoners, share conversation, and
Pray together. it was wonderful to see all
generations represented, from those in their
t:j?/.i t: those Lin their 90s, each cow’fributiwg the wmore longstanding, older
eaningful ano lively discussion. There members all dancing together.

a gfesthLwtm;\, 9 truly special a bout being This was lovely. My wmother,
augh, reflect, and connect in sueh Panela, wasw't sure she was up

ha
rmony. A very blessed and memorable to the AGM this year but she

9 ;m,w was shaved by all. 99 really enjoyed it! 99
adeleine Bowron, Burnham Section Catharine Dean Richmond Section

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales



Christine Allen, Director of CAFOD
(The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development).

What a beginning to our
2025 AGM Gathering!
After a day of travelling,
the Friday ‘After Dinner’
talk is not for the faint-
hearted especially when
served with a glass of
wine!l Christine Allen kept us fully engaged. Committed to tackling
- . poverty on a national and global level for more than 25 years,

Christine is a strong advocate of Catholic social teaching.

“As the first woman director of CAFOD I am conscious of the great history that I hold. All of us
who work for CAFOD are simply stewards of this commitment to a better world.”

Christine reminded of our role in the first Fast Day in 1960 (see photo above right) when the
founding mothers responded to a cry for help from Sr Alicia, working in Dominica. The team, led by
Jacquie Stuyt, included Evelyn White, Nora Warmington and Elspeth Orchard, and others from the
National Board of Catholic Women, Catholic Women'’s League and Union of Catholic Mothers. Two
years later, the Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales registered CAFOD as an official charity.

“As a women-founded organisation we owe an extraordinary debt of gratitude to you all!”

Speaking of the challenges facing women throughout the world, Christine gave us many examples
of how women and girls represent the majority of the world’s vulnerable people. Globally, women
are less likely than men to be involved in decision making, to own land or property, or to have access
to education, technology and employment. Girls are more likely to drop out of school due to poverty
and cultural norms and are at a high risk of sexual abuse and exploitation in many countries. The
situation is even worse for women living with disabilities. The cuts to USAID, which was particularly
supportive of work supporting gender equality, has been devastating. Just as needs intensify, there
is evidence of drastic cutbacks.

In “Dilexit te”, Pope Leo outlines the need for a ‘change in mentality’ and reminds us not to ‘let our
guard down when it comes to poverty’. The Church has always promoted charitable works and the
requirement to remove social and structural causes of poverty - these doubly impact on women.

Cafod is working to redress gender injustice. Across the globe, 53 women-led organisations
are receiving support: strengthening women'’s influence through and within church networks;
supporting local women-led agencies; addressing safety, accessibility, dignity and inclusion for
women; and providing programmes to address gender-based violence.

We heard the stories of many amazing women — leaders within their communities. Cafod is
investing in the capacity and agency of local partners, promoting and upholding women’s power,
the voice and agency of young people, the regeneration of the environment, and promoting
systemic structural change in favour of the poorest and most excluded in all areas of our work. It is
building on the best of our history in our new reality.

Those founding mothers saw themselves as ordinary people, but they did extraordinary things. “We
were just doing what we ought to do, remembering that we are all God’s children.” Elspeth Orchard.

“A massive thank you as many of you individually, as
CWL sections and as the movement as a whole support
CAFOD tremendously.” Sr Elena working in South Sudan
— ‘never forget you are bringing Christ to them.’

CAF ' D

Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

CWL National Treasurer nattreas@cwlhq.org.uk




BRANCH FOCUS

WESTMINSTE

GREENFORD
SECTION

The Branch Annual
Review was held in
March, at Watford,
where 17 members
gathered. Everyone
enjoyed a very
interesting talk by
Fr Gerard Skinner,
Westminster
Branch’s Spiritual Advisor. And of course, tucking into the wonderful cakes and goodies which
the Watford ladies had prepared as a lovely treat to mark the end of the meeting. Although

St Bartholomew’s Section closed during the year, the Branch is delighted to welcome another
new Section! This is really good news so now there are 9 Sections in the Branch: Adeyfield,
Boxmoor, Greenford, Carpenders Park, Cockfosters, Rickmansworth/Chess Valley, St Albans
& St Stephens, Watford and Welwyn Garden City. This time last year we welcomed Greenford
Section, who have now celebrated their first year of membership of the League and are certainly
going from strength to strength.

BOXMOOR SECTION held a Strawberry Tea in July — a bit later than the Wimbledon Season but
nevertheless a great success!

CARPENDERS PARK - Catherine, the youngest member, was 50 in the summer and treated the
Section to afternoon tea at Carpenders Park Garden Centre.

COCKFOSTERS SECTION hosted their annual Strawberry Cream Tea Event on July 9th. This
was to say a HUGE thankyou to all the people who help the Section in so many ways throughout
the year, e.g. preparing the meeting room, supporting Section events and for being so generous
with their time in support of CWL. A total of 51 people joined the Section, the Parish Priest and
Vee Comparini, Westminster Branch President. It was a wonderful afternoon with entertainment
provided by James Le Bec. Despite having a full diary for that day, James travelled down from

St Ives, Cambridgeshire, for our Strawberry
Cream Tea Event. Of course, there was an
abundance of food, including variations

of strawberries with cream, scones with
strawberry jam & cream, various savoury
nibbles, assorted sandwiches & homemade
cakes. In the true spirit of a summer event,
delicious glasses of chilled Pimm’s were
available - very popular, as was the chilled
Prosecco!

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales




WATFORD SECTION

A ‘Parish Life Fair’ was recently held in Watford Parish Centre - the
Section worked hard to promote CWL and everything members
love about being in the League. Along with other parish groups,

it was a wonderful opportunity to talk to everyone and hand out
previous copies of CWL magazines and bookmarks. Of course there
were cakes and cookies to sell: highlighting the members’ continual
drive to support charitable causes. Watford Section is looking
forward to welcoming new members to their newly arranged
afternoon meetings and being ‘on hand’ for Rickmansworth: the
new Section which will meet in the evenings.

Fundraising has begun for a parish defibrillator, and we are now on
the monthly Rota for serving teas after 11 o’clock Sunday Mass.
With the addition of donations at the ‘Parish Life Fair’, from both refreshments and the cake
sale, the members are delighted with funds raised
so far.

WELWYN GARDEN CITY SECTION celebrated
their 70th Anniversary in August with Mass and
celebratory lunch as well as having a Strawberry
Tea. This month they donated £150 to Noah'’s
Ark Children’s Hospice, from funds and raised
£170 during a Macmillan coffee morning. Sally
represented the CWL at the June Walsingham
pilgrimage.

Bishop Philip at Pilgrimage Mass

Some Branch members

attended the CWL National Pilgrimage to
Walsingham - a wonderful occasion where

pilgrims were joined by CWL Spiritual
Advisor, Bishop Phillip Moger.

Walsingham with National President, Siobhan,
and Adeyfield member, Pam Moore.

Message to Westminster Branch:

As the three Branch Officers have now been in office for several years, they

will be standing down after March 2026 Annual Review. Branch President, Vee
Comparini, asks you all to have a good think about taking up office - it really is
not an onerous task and more importantly, there is great fun to be had! She feels
it is time that different members in the roles would be able to take the Branch
forward.

v

CWL National Secretary natsec@cwlhq.org.uk



DORSET BRANCH

Bridport, Beaminster and Chideock Section
On the afternoon of Friday 18th July, our
Section gathered in the Church of Our Lady,
Queen of Martyrs, and St Ignatius, for our
annual summer afternoon tea. We were
joined by Branch Officers and our National
President, Siobhan Garibaldi.

Fr Colin Groombridge began our visit with
Benediction, where he invited us to “marinate
in the Lord”. Fr Colin could be later found
donning his marigolds and washing up after
our tea!

Following tea we were treated to a talk on the history of the Catholic faith in Chideock: The
church, a true hidden gem in North Chideock, was built in 1874 by the Weld family on the
site of a converted barn, which had been used for secret Catholic worship for 170 years
following the destruction of Chideock Castle in 1645. Nothing remains of the Castle, as

its stone was used to build many of the local houses; however, a cross marks the site as a
permanent memorial to the Chideock Martyrs.

s, We heard about the Arundells of Lanherne, a prominent

% : Catholic family, who owned Chideock Castle, and how,
between 1587-1642, three priests and four laymen were
arrested at the Castle, and executed in Dorchester, for their
faith. Another died in prison. There are portraits around

the church of the forty Martyrs of England and Wales, with
prominent position being given to the eight known as the
Chideock Martyrs. A tour of the sacristy followed and here
we could see remnants of the loft chapel and a magnificent
painting, by Francis H Newbery, of the Martyrs.

In true CWL fashion, a scrumptious tea was enjoyed by all.
Unusually, the tea took place
surrounded by historical
artefacts, including mantraps, as we were seated in the
church’s museum!

Many thanks to Gaby Martelli for hosting us; our Section is
blessed to have such a beautiful Church, steeped in history,
on our doorstep and if you're ever near Chideock, do

drop in. For more information about the Martyrs and the
beautiful Church, please visit www.chideockmartyrschurch.
org.uk

Natalie williams

\
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FROM AROUND THE BRANCHES

-
SHREWSBURY BRANCH
Crewe Section

Parish Organisations Fair - On Sunday 20th July, as part
of a new Parish Project to encourage greater parishioner
participation, a fair was organised to display the work

of current parish organisations of St Mary Immaculate
Conception RC Church in Crewe. Our Section of CWL was
delighted to take part and very grateful for the sashes and
copies of our magazine provided by Siobhan Garibaldi
and Jean Clarke. Members were urged to search files and
drawers for material, and a very informative and colourful
display was produced. Jacquie Weatherill, Liz Wimpenny and I
were proud to man the stand!

Organised to open after 11am Mass, and with the usual packed
car park, we prepared for a good attendance. Unfortunately, the
numbers were not as big as we had hoped however our colourful
stand drew a lot of interest, and we had some encouraging
conversations with folks looking at the material on display.
Hopefully now that we are starting our monthly meetings after
our summer break, we will get new members. However successful the event proves to be, we all
agreed it was worthwhile and very good to meet and chat to our parishioners.

Maureen Sawtell

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH

Kenilworth Section spent the early part of the year enjoying their monthly meetings and
fundraising for their two 2025 charities - Friends of the Holy Land and Prison Advisory Care Trust
(PACT).

June found the members supporting ‘Strawberries and cream and bring a friend’, which was a great
success. At the end of June, a small group of members joined the Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes for
five days of Faith, Friendship and quite a lot of fun! And Fun continued in July when the Section had
their annual meal at a local restaurant.

August found a large group of members, family friends
and parishioners visiting The National Memorial and
Arboretum near Lichfield. This was definitely worth a
second visit.... a beautiful and atmospheric setting.
The day ended with lunch, shopping and visits to the
cathedral and historical places in Lichfield town. The
weather was kind on a most memorable day.

September started the ‘autumn term’ with a talk on
‘Famous Women of Warwickshire’. October’s meeting
was learning ‘A 700 ways to tie a scarf’.

November will be a ‘Christmas Flower Demonstration’ and not forgetting their Christmas
celebrations which will be a lunch party as the Section has moved their meetings to afternoons.

The members have a lot to be thankful for and much to look forward to in the coming months.
L Kate Townend

J

https://facebook.com/CWLEngWales




FROM AROUND THE BRANCHES

(MIDDLESBROUGH BRANCH
Are holding their Annual Retreat given by
Dr David White, their spiritual advisor, at
the Briery Centre, Ilkley, Yorkshire from
3:00pm Wednesday 11th March until after
lunch on Friday 13th March 2026. Full board
£247.50 Please contact Margaret Wilkinson
on margaretwilkinson@ymail.com if you are
interested. The Branch would love you to join

them! Cottingham Section continue their great outreach
work by offering lunches and teas in the parish centre.

SHREWSBURY BRANCH
Neston Section

As a Section, the members normally take a
break from monthly meetings in August; but
instead, the Section held a summer Garden
Party. It was an open invitation, so we were
hopeful of a good day to raise funds for the
nominated charity: Maggie’s Cancer Centre.
The party was an immense success. There
were many homemade cakes, treats and
plenty of raffle prizes. To date, the wonderful
sum of £680.75 has been raised and we will
be presenting Maggie’s with the cheque when
we meet again in November.

For the Jubilee Year of Hope, we decided to
make a pilgrimage to Shrewsbury Cathedral.
One member, Margaret, arranged the event
and invited the Section (and others) from St
Winefride’s Church. We also met up with a
group from a neighbouring parish. The visit
began with Mass at 12:15, celebrated by a
young priest from Kerala.

Alovely lunch was had by all in the Cathedral
café. It was plentiful, well prepared, and tasty.
Volunteer Guides delivered a very enlightening talk on
the history of the Cathedral and its contents, followed by
a very interesting tour. We ended a good day together
praying the Stations of the Cross.

A recent Macmillan coffee morning, held in memory of a
dear friend Angela, raised £520 for this amazing charity.

All'in all, it has been a good couple of months for our
fundraising efforts, from one of our smaller Sections.

Marte-Low Retd

\
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FROM AROUND THE BRANCHES

BRENTWOOD BRANCH
Woodford Section

On 20th September 2025, 12 members
of Brentwood Branch went on a walking
tour of London lead by their extremely
knowledgeable Branch President,

Sue Adams-Cundick. They started in
Charterhouse Square which was the
burial ground for victims of the Black
Death, a very peaceful area surrounded
by various interesting buildings. Then

on to Smithfield which meant smooth
field as the area was originally just fields.
Their walk passed various interesting
points including the oldest Tudor house
in London (which Sir John Betjemin once lived in) and a statue of Henry VIII. They were also
able to go into the grounds of the magnificent Church of St Bartholomew the Great, not usually
open but, alas, we were unable to go into the church due to a wedding. The church was founded
by Rahere, in 1123, after he had a vision from the apostle Bartholomew during a pilgrimage to
Rome. He was instructed to build a hospital and a church in London’s Smithfield and established
the foundation as a joint project with both a priory and a hospital to care for the poor and sick.
A most enjoyable day!

Lesley Beerll

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH

Wolverhampton Section, has been as busy as ever,
culminating in a wonderful celebration of Holy
Mass on 7th September in their parish church of

St Michael - the first Parish dedicated to St Carlo
Acutis in Britain. It was a very special ceremony
and event at his Shrine, on the occasion of his
canonisation.

The Section’s VE80 Concert in the Parish Hall
realised funds raised for the Armed Forces’ charities.
The West Midlands -
Concert Band delighted

us with Songs from

the Shows, raising the
magnificent sum of £1000
for Friends of the Holy
Land.

Thankyou Wolverhampton
Section

Sarah Anodrews

\ J
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The first visit of a very busy year was to the Foodbank
distribution centre in Boscombe, where a tour around the
depot led to a donation of £100 to The Trussell Trust.
At our Parish Burns Night Quiz the CWL team won!
May saw a pilgrimage to the Sacred Heart Church in
Bournemouth which is designated as a Jubilee Church for
the year 2025. June was
the Section’s annual day §
trip to Swanage where
they enjoyed a lovely

steam train trip through
the Purbecks.

In July a theatre trip to see a show supporting young
people in the Parish was a great success.

At the end of July, Ryan Browne from the Parish, was
ordained into the Priesthood; he kindly celebrated Mass
and afterwards we had a lovely celebration where the CWL
served refreshments. A truly wonderful day.

As a Section we finished off the year by making further
donations to Stella Maris: £100 and to Motor Neurone
Disease Association: £100.

Theresa Coelho

22 CWL HQ PO Box 2286 Gloucester GL3 9GZ



mwwwﬂt Arundel & Brighton Branch

Following an inspiring introduction by the Bexhill Section in March 2025, we are
delighted to share that CWL Eastbourne has now grown into a vibrant and diverse
group of women united in faith, friendship, and service.

We meet on the first Wednesday of each month, where we come together to deepen our faith,
support one another, and engage with our wider community. Over the past months, we have
been blessed with a variety of guest speakers, including representatives from local community
projects, our own parish priest who shared his experiences as a prison chaplain, and the charity
Adam’s Light, shining light on suicide prevention. We have also enjoyed more interactive sessions,
including a gentle exercise class and workshops where we have begun making crosses to be
shared with hospital patients - a small but meaningful way to bring comfort to others.

Our meetings are always filled with faith, food, and fellowship -and a touch of fun too! Our recent
quiz night was a wonderful success, raising an impressive £576. The proceeds are going towards
supporting our parish youth, helping towards the transport costs to attend Flame, the largest
Catholic youth event in the UK.

We are grateful to see more women joining us and expressing interest in being part of our group.
Looking ahead, we have several exciting talks and events planned, including visits from WRAS
(Wildlife Rescue & Ambulance Service), the Beachy Head Chaplaincy, and more.

Currently, we are focusing our Harvest efforts on supporting Refuge, a charity helping women and
children affected by domestic abuse. Donations are being gathered from several local churches
and will be presented collectively as our Harvest offering.

As we approach the festive season, we're preparing for a bake sale and Christmas craft activities.
And looking ahead to March 2026, when we'll be joyfully celebrating one year since our group
was established - a time to give thanks and reflect on how far we've come together.

We continue to welcome all women who feel called to join us - whether you're seeking community,
spiritual growth, or a way to serve. CWL Eastbourne is a place where faith is shared, friendships
flourish, and God’s love is made visible through action.

Samantha Vickers

https://catholicwomensleaguecio.org.uk
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What'’s behind the new logo?

With its minimalist and modern aesthetic, this logo is understandable, simple
and versatile. It will withstand the test of time and represent us faithfully

for many years to come. At its core, this logo conveys a mission of inclusion,
empowerment, and faith, standing as a welcoming and forward-thinking
emblem of leadership, particularly in the context of women’s participation
within the Church and society.

WUCWO President General, Monica Santamarina told us recently:
“We are taking a very important step, we are renewing our visual
identity - a new logo, a new website and a revamped magazine for
more empathetic, feminine and transformative communication
without changing our mission or our essence.”

We are in a world of constant transformation, where the ways in which we relate
and communicate are evolving. Communication unites us.

We are a network of Catholic women at the service of the Church and the World.
This new logo in my opinion is quite beautiful - what do you think?
Our European Assembly will take place in Budapest in November.

I attend, as you know, many WUCWO webinars, the most recent on 22nd
September was on The Art of Discernment - two speakers who are spiritual
guides - very interesting and very informative. With the new website it even
more easy for you to go'into it to get the full recordings.

Veronica Cross,
CWL Liaison to the World Union of
¥ Catholic Women'’s Organisations
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